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T HE Trade Union Conference of the countries 

of Asia and Australasia convened by the World 
Federation of Trade Unions opened in Peking on 
November 16, 1949. One hundred and twenty dele¬ 
gates were present representing the national trade 
union centres of the following 14 countries: Burma, 
Ceylon, China, North Korea, South Korea, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Malaya, Mongolia, the Philippines, 
Siam, the USSR and Viet Nam. The representa¬ 
tives of the Japanese trade unions were refused per¬ 
mission by MacArthur to leave their country and 
the representative of the workers of Australia and 
New Zealand could not get beyond 

After Louis Saillant, General Sfeor^tary pi the 
WFTU had declared the session the confer 

ence elected its presidium, composed of thp nine 
members of the Executive Bure$tf ^present? Louis 
. Sailla n t, Liu Shao-chi, Soloviev'* f^bgfittitiiig; for 
Kuznetsov), Lombardo Toledano/'^e^’l^ean,.^jpka, 
A. Diallo, Pena, Blokzijl and the '‘i^owwig'jSSe- 
gates: Chen Yun (China), Adilbiss (Mbfigolia), 
Luu Due Pho (Viet Nam), Li Li-san (China), 
Wickramsinghe (Ceylon), Chu Hsu-fan (China), 
Bessianov (Kazakhstan SSR), Tsoi Gen Dok (North 
Korea), Liu Ning-I (China), Shanker Shelwankar 
(India), Ali Marjono (Indonesia). . 

The conference ,,,HoaE\ipaods|^j^aflopted the fol¬ 
lowing agend^gg|;’'j * 

1. Report’ by the General Secretary of the 
WFTU on the activities of the WFTU on 
behalf of the trade unions of the countries 
of Asia, and on the tasks of the conference. 

2. Reports on the trade union movements in 
the countries of Asia. 

3. Establishment of a permanent WFTU Liai¬ 
son Bureau in Asia. 


Liu Shao-chi, Vice-President of the WFTU and 
Honorary President of the All-Chinese Federation 
of Labour (ACFL), gave the opening speech in the 
name of the ACFL. 




OPENING SPEECH BY LIU SHAO-CHI 


Vice-President of the WFTU, Honorary 
President of the All-China Federation 
of Labour 

A N behalf of the Presidium, I declare the Trade Union 
^ Conference of Asia and Oceania open.' 

Under the leadership of the World Federation of 
Trade Unions (WFTU) and after a long period of pre¬ 
paratory work, the Trade Union Conference of Asian 
and Australasian Countries opens today in the capital 
of the People’s Republic of China, Peking. The working 
class of China and the All-China Federation of Labour 
heartily welcome the convocation in China of this great 
international workers’ conference and regard it as a 
great honour. 

The fact that the Trade Union Conference of Asian 
and Australasian Countries can be convened in. China 
today has been made possible by the powerful develop¬ 
ment of the progressive labour movement and national 
liberation movement in Asia and Australasia. It is a 
great victory of the developing and growing world demo¬ 
cratic trade union forces led by the WFTU, a great 
victory in the struggle against the splitting policy of the 
reactionary trade union leaders of the United States, 
Great Britain and the Netherlands, and in the struggle 
to consolidate the unity of the international labour 
movement in defence of peace, democracy and the rights 
and interests of the working class throughout the world. 
At the same time it has been made possible by the deci¬ 
sive victory of the great revolution of the Chinese people 
on the vast territory of China. 

This conference, convened on such a basis will 
undoubtedly give an impetus to the development of the 
progressive labour movement and the widely developed 
national liberation movement in Asia and Australasia. 



Moreover, it will promote close unity of the working 
class of the Asian and Australasian countries on the 
basis of the close unity of the international working 
class. 

Our conference will proceed under the direct lead¬ 
ership of the Executive Bureau of the WFTU. We shall 
hear the report by Comrade Louis Saillant, General 
Secretary of the WFTU, on the world labour movement 
and reports by the delegates of various national trade 
union- centres of Asia and Australasia. We shall also 
work out various resolutions and set up a corresponding 
organ so as to enable this conference to play its proper 
role in the world labour movement, particularly in the 
labour movement and national liberation movement ir. 
Asia and Australasia, Our conference faces great and 
difficult tasks, colossal work. However, through the 
strenuous efforts of all our delegates, our conference 
will achieve the anticipated successful results. 

Comrades, over one half of the workTs population 
lives in the vast territories of Asia and Australasia. 
These territories have rich resources, industrious work¬ 
ing peoples who have the oldest culture in the world, 
peoples who could have built a happy and beautiful life 
and culture according to their own will. But, unfortu¬ 
nately, many of their countries have in recent centuries 
been invaded by imperialism which forced upon them a 
colonial and semi-colonial system. The imperialists 
unrestrictedly exploit the labour of the colonial and 
semi-colonial peoples and ruthlessly suppress their 
resistance. It is owing to this very fact that the peoples, 
particularly the working class in these areas, were 
doomed to endless starvation and thrown into the abyss 
of darkness and death. 

Nourished by the rich spoils of colonies and semi- 
colonies in the East as well as in other parts of the 
world, the imperialists are strong enough to oppress the 
working people of their own countries, also dooming 
them to unemployment, starvation and oppression. 

The colonies and semi-colonies are the rear bases 
of world imperialism, on which it depends for its exist¬ 
ence. The so-called civilisation of imperialism is built 
on its criminal rule over the colonies and semi-colonies. 
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The building of the happiness of the miserable“ handful 
of people on the sufferings and poverty of the more than 
one billion people in the colonies and semi-colonies and 
in the metropolis—such, is the essence of the so-called 
civilisation of the imperialists. It is, therefore, necessary 
for the colonial and semi-colonial peoples and the working 
people in the imperialist countries "to unite and fight 
against their common enemy—imperialism. The main¬ 
stay of such a unity should, first and foremost, be the 
unity of the working class of these countries. -This is 
the only way leading to the liberation of the colonial 
and semi-colonial countries as well as to the emancipation 
of the working people in the imperialist countries. 

The brutal oppression and exploitation of the colonies 
and semi-colonies of Asia and Australasia by the impe¬ 
rialists had, since the very early days, evoked ceaseless 
resistance of the colonial and semi-colonial peoples, a 
resistance which, with every passing day, is becoming 
more intensified and better organised. Following the 
victory of the October Socialist Revolution in Russia 
and the establishment of the first Socialist State in the 
world, the movement of the colonial and semi-colonial 
peoples against imperialism and for national independ¬ 
ence entered an entirely new stage and acquired world¬ 
wide scope and significance. After victory in the Second 
World War and the defeat of the three imperialist 
countries of Germany, Japan and Italy, and the weaken¬ 
ing of two other imperialist States—Britain and France 
—the national liberation movement of the colonies and 
semi-colonies acquired new scope and strength in its 
development. As a result of this, the unparalleled 
people’s liberation war in China against imperialism and 
its watchdog, the Kuomintang reactionaries, ended in 
a great victory. One quarter of the world’s population 
won its liberation. In the course of her national libe¬ 
ration war, Viet Nam has liberated 90 per cent of her 
territory; the war of national liberation in Burma and 
Indonesia is spreading; stubborn and protracted partisan 
warfare is in progress against imperialism and its lackeys 
in Malaya and the Philippines; an armed struggle for 
emancipation has started also in India. In Japan, a 
progressive labour movement and a progressive people’s 
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movement against the conversion of Japan into a colony 
of American imperialism are developing. Nothing can 
halt the movement of the Korean people against Syng- 
ham Rhee, puppet of American imperialism, and for 
the establishment c£ a unified People’s Democratic 
Republic of Korea. A labour movement and a national 
liberation movemeht are also growing in Siam, in the 
countries of the Near East as well as in Australia. 

On the side of this powerful development of the 
national liberation and labour movements in these colo¬ 
nies and semi-colonies are the Soviet Union, the coun¬ 
tries of People’s Democracy and the forces of peace and 
democracy all over the world. Therefore; it can be 
fully anticipated that these movements will persist, 
develop and attain final victory. The national liberation 
movement and the Peoples Democratic movement in 
the colonies and semi-colonies will not stop short of 
complete victory. Their struggle is an absolutely just 
struggle. They should, and undoubtedly will, win 
victory. The great victory of the Chinese people serves 
as the best example for them. 

During the war, the imperialists were compelled to 
promise the colonial and semi-colonial peoples freedom 
to form their own independent States and to choose 
their own system according to their own will. But no 
sooner was the war over than the imperialists went back 
on their promises and trained their guns on the colonial 
and semi-colonial peoples who demanded independence. 
The imperialists are disrupting peace and suppressing 
the national independence movement of the colonies and 
semi-colonies by armed force. In view of this, it is 
wholly justifiable for the colonial and semi-colonial 
peoples to conduct armed struggle against the imperialist 
armed attacks and for their national independence. 

The armed struggles of the colonial and semi¬ 
colonial peoples against the onslaught of imperialism and 
to win national independence ,are as mighty a force in 
strengthening and defending world peace as is the victory 
of the Chinese people’s war of liberation which has 
enormously strengthened the forces of world peace and 
democracy. The fighters of the national liberation wars 
in Viet Nam, Burma, Indonesia, Malaya and the Philip- 



pines are acting entirely correctly. They are merely 
applying the methods employed by the imperialists 
themselves in subjugating the colonies. I think that 
our Trade Union Conference of Asian and Oceanic 
Countries should support the wars of national liberation 
in those countries resisting the attacks of the imperialists 
and their lackeys. Only victory of the war of national 
liberation and the expulsion of the imperialists from the 
oppressed countries in Asia and Oceania can fundament¬ 
ally solve the question of the liberation of the working 
class, the question of raising the workers’ living stand¬ 
ards, of improving working conditions and securing trade 
union rights in those countries. It is impossible to 
achieve fundamental betterment of workers’ standards 
as long as the imperialists still maintain their colonial 
and semi-colonial rule. The fight for national independ¬ 
ence and People's Democracy is, therefore, the supreme 
task of the working class in the colonial and semi¬ 
colonial countries. 

The path taken by the Chinese people to defeat 
imperialism and its lackeys and to establish the People’s 
Republic of China is the path that should be taken by 
the peoples of the various colonial and semi-colonial 
countries in their fight for national independence and 
People’s Democracy. 

The path which led the Chinese people to victory is 
expressed in the following formula: 

1. The working class must unite with all other 
classes, parties and groups, organisations and individuals 
who are willing to oppose the oppression of imperialism 
and its lackeys, to form a broad nationwide united front 
and ready to wage a resolute struggle against imperialism 
and its lackeys. 

2. This nationwide united front must be led by the 
working class which opposes imperialism most resolu¬ 
tely, most courageously and most unselfishly and by its 
political party, the Communist Party, both of winch 
must become the centre of this front. It cannot be led 
by the wavering and compromising national bourgeoisie 
or the petty bourgeoisie and their political parties. 

3. In order to enable the working class and its 
political party, the Communist Party, to become the 
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centre for uniting all the national, anti-imperialist forces 
and successfully to lead the national united front to 
victory, it is necessary to build up through patient 
struggle a Communist Party equipped with the theory 
of Marxism-Leninism, a Party mastering strategy and 
tactics, a Party practising self-criticism and strict 
discipline and which is closely linked with the masses. 

4. -It is necessary to set up wherever and whenever 
possible a people’s liberation army led by the Communist 
Party, an army which is powerful and skilful in fighting 
enemies, as well as strong points for the operations of 
these armies and also to coordinate the mass struggles 
in the enemy-controlled areas with the armed struggle. 
Moreover, armed struggle is the main form of struggle 
in the national liberation struggle in many colonies and 
semi-colonies. 

This is the main path followed in China by the 
Chinese people in winning their victory. This path is 
the path of Mao Tse-tung. It can also become the main 
path of the peoples of other colonial and semi-colonial 
countries for winning emancipation where similar con¬ 
ditions prevail. 

The question is clear. 

The imperialists in the colonies and semi-colonies 
are bandits armed to the teeth. They still have strong 
forces for dominating the peoples in all countries which 
are under their control. We should not underestimate 
these forces. It is impossible in these countries for the 
revolutionary working class and oppressed peoples to 
overthrow the yoke of imperialism and its lackeys and 
to establish a People’s Democratic State by taking any 
easier path other than that indicated above. Anyone 
attempting to do so would be committing a mistake. At 
the same time we should realise that the imperialists 
are isolated, especially among the peoples of the colonies 
and semi-colonies. And except for their lackeys, the 
great mass of the peoples are opposing them—not only 
the workers and peasants, but also the petty bourgeoisie, 
broad circles of the intelligentsia and the national bour¬ 
geoisie of the colonies and semi-colonies. Although the 
proletariat is the class most resolutely opposing impe¬ 
rialism, generally speaking, it constitutes only a minority 
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of the population in the colonies and semi-colonies, 
Because of these obvious reasons, the working class of 
the colonies and semi-colonies, if it wants to defeat the 
still powerful imperialism, must unite, and certainly can 
unite, all classes, political parties, organisations and 
individuals willing to oppose imperialism and its lackeys 
and form a broad, nationwide united front. Only in this 
way will it be possible to attain victory. In this connec¬ 
tion the first thing the working class must do is unite 
with the peasantry and establish a strong worker-peasant 
alliance. 

Although, as a whole, the national bourgeoisie in 
the colonies and semi-colonies are opposed to imperialism 
in certain periods, and to a certain extent can be an 
ally of the working class in the anti-imperialist struggle, 
they are nevertheless, unsteady, they have many ties 
with the imperialists; they fear a real revolutionary 
movement of the people; they are of a vacillating and 
compromising nature which they themselves cannot 
overcome. Therefore, they cannot be the leading centre 
in uniting the nation and in forming a' mighty national 
united front. Should they lead the movement, they 
would inevitably compromise midway, at the most criti¬ 
cal moment in the development of the movement, bring 
it to defeat and bitter ordeals. There are many such 
instances in history which need not be enumerated here. 

With regard to the petty bourgeoisie, although they 
are a class resolutely opposed to imperialism, they, too, 
cannot be the leading ckss in serious revolutionary 
struggles because of their inherent weaknesses. Hence, 
in order to win victory in the present historical phase, 
the phase of imperialist domination, the national libera¬ 
tion movement in the colonies and semi-colonies can 
be led only by the proletariat and its Party, the 
Communist Party. 

Of course, it is not an easy thing for the proletariat 
and its Party to become leaders of the whole nation. 
This means that the Party should possess all the neces¬ 
sary qualities of which the first is thorough mastery of 
the theory of Marxism-Leninism, an understanding of 
revolutionary strategy and tactics and profound acqua¬ 
intance with its environment so that it is able to for- 
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mulate correctly the programme, slogans, forms of 
struggle and organisation, and mutually coordinate these 
forms at different stages of the people’s revolutionary 
struggle. At the same time, only by practising self- 
criticism and strict discipline and by being closely linked 
with the masses will it be able to lead the broad masses 
of people to carry out the concrete struggle and to impart 
to them the spirit of organisation and discipline during 
the struggle. 

The rule of the imperialists and their lackeys in the 
colonies and semi-colonies deprives the people of all 
democratic rights as it had done in China in the past. 
Persecuted and hounded by the imperialists and their 
lackeys in the cities where white terror reigned, our 
revolutionaries were compelled to seek refuge in the 
countryside and mountains and to defend their lives 
with armed force. However, had such armed struggle 
been confined to defence alone, it would inevitably have 
been crushed by imperialism and its hirelings. Thus, 
the revolutionaries had to be closely linked with the 
peasants as well as with all other people who opposed 
imperialism, to use all ways and means to smash repeated 
offensives and break through the encirclement organised 
by imperialism and its hirelings; they could not but 
organise regular revolutionary armies to smash the 
armies of the imperialists and their lackeys. However, 
it was precisely because of this that it was possible to 
build up strong revolutionary armies *and ultimately 
drive out the forces of imperialism and its lackeys and 
win victory in the national liberation struggle. It is 
quite clear that without such armed forces to defend 
themselves, the peoples of the colonies and semi-colonies 
will not be able to achieve anything for themselves. The 
existence and development of working class organisation 
and the existence and development of a national united 
front are closely connected with the existence and 
development of such an armed struggle. This is the 
inevitable path of many colonial and semi-colonial 
peoples in the struggle for their independence and 
national liberation. 

The fact that the armed struggle can and should 
become the main form of the people’s liberation war in 
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many colonies and semi-colonies does not at all mean 
that it should not be combined with other forms of 
struggle. In waging armed struggle in the countryside, 
it should be combined with the legal and illegal struggle 
of the masses in the towns and districts controlled by 
the enemy. Later, we shall discuss in detail the question 
of combining the legal and illegal struggle of the workers 
and people’s masses in the towns occupied by the enemy. 
I will, therefore, not deal with this question here. 

I consider that the struggle against the oppression 
of imperialism and feudalism and the winning of national 
independence and Peoples Democracy should be the 
pivot of the work of our Trade Union Conference of 
Asian and Oceanic Countries. Our conference should 
discuss and decide the question just what concrete strug¬ 
gle the working class must wage in different countries 
to realise this aim. To realise our aim, the sincere, 
assistance of the working class and the forces of peace 
and democracy in Europe, America and in other parts 
of the world is essential. Therefore, the agenda of our 
conference should also include discussion of the struggle 
against splitting the world labour movement, of sup¬ 
porting unity in the world labour movement, of peace 
based on equality among nations, of the struggle against 
the conspiracy of the warmongers directed at unleashing 
a new war and establishing world domination, as well as 
the question of defence of the daily interests of. the 
working class and the winning of trade union rights. 

Such are the historical tasks facing the conference. 

I hope the delegates will discuss and settle these 
tasks. 

Down with imperialism! 

Long live the victory and the liberation of all the 
oppressed peoples in the colonies and semi-colonies of 
Asia and Oceania! 

Workers of all lands, unite! 

Long live the WFTU, leader of the world working 
class movement! 

Long live the success of the Trade Union Conference 
of the Countries of Asia and Oceania. 

Long live the emancipation of the working class and 
peoples of the countries of Asia and Oceania! 



MANIFESTO TO ALL THE WORKING 
PEOPLE OF THE ASIAN AND 
AUSTRALASIAN COUNTRIES 

Working men and women of the Asian countries! 
Brothers and sisters! 

1. We, the delegates to the Trade Union Conference 
of Asian and Australasian Countries, representing 
millions of workers in 13 countries of Asia, send you 
fraternal greetings. 

2. Our trade union conference was convened in 
accordance with the will and wishes of the workers of 
Asian countries to discuss the means of consolidating 
the links between the trade unions of the Asian countries 
and those, between these trade unions and the inter¬ 
national labour movement; and also to discuss a problem 
which causes deep concern among the workers of our 
countries—namely, how to wipe out the imperialist yoke 
and exploitation, and how to achieve genuine national 
independence and democratic freedom for the popular 
masses; how to improve the living conditions of the 
workers and find the way leading to complete liberation. 

3. Our Trade Union Conference of Asian and 
Australasian Countries met in November, 1949, in 
Peking, capital of the People's Republic of China, 
proclaimed by the Chinese people. 

It is with immense satisfaction that the conference 
notes the historic importance of the great victory achi¬ 
eved by the Chinese people. This victory is due to the 
fact that the Chinese working class, having united all 
the classes, organisations, groups and individuals who 
had been persecuted by imperialism and its agents, 
organised the united national front, formed a revolution* 
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ary army under its own leadership and, with the support 
of the whole people—and first and foremost of all the 
peasants — waged a revolutionary war defeating the 
combined forces of domestic reactionaries and foreign 
imperialism. 

4. On behalf of the workers of Asian countries, our 
conference sends heartfelt greetings and congratulations 
to the Chinese working class and to all the heroic Chinese 
people on the establishment of their People’s Republic. 

5. Far-reaching democratic transformations have 
been or are being carried out in a number of Asian 
countries where the workers have become masters of 
their own destiny. The imperialist and feudal yoke and 
exploitation have been abolished forever, or are being 
wiped out in the People’s Republics of China and Mon¬ 
golia and in North Korea where the workers have risen 
up from their position of slaves to become masters of 
the State and of society and are free to create their 
happy future according to their own will. In these 
countries progressive labour legislation has been or is 
being introduced, the principle of “equal pay for equal 
work” is being implemented and the material and cul¬ 
tural condition of the workers is steadily improving. 

6. The victory of democracy in these countries 
inspires all the oppressed peoples of Asia in their fight 
against the imperialist, colonial regimes of enslavement. 

The fact that the Trade Union Conference of Asian 
and Australasian Countries has been convened in Peking 
is a clear proof of the growth of democratic forces t ,in 
Asia. 

These forces are constantly growing throughout the 
world. The camp of peace and democracy is supported 
by the common people of all countries. 

7. The world democratic forces are headed by the 
great Soviet Union, hope and beacon of all the working 
people. The great example of liberty, equality and 
fraternity afforded by the multi-national peoples of the 
Soviet Union has worldwide historic significance. 

8. While congratulating the outstanding success of 
the already liberated peoples of Asia, the conference 
particularly draws the attention of all the workers to the 
cruel yoke under which the workers of colonial, semi- 
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colonial and dependent countries of Asia, deprived, of 
every right, are living in inhuman conditions. The 
conference has thrown a glaring light on the ruthless 
exploitation carried out by the colonialists and has 
clearly shown that capitalism bears the whole responsi¬ 
bility for the wretched slavery and poverty with which 
the workers of oppressed countries are burdened. 

9. In order to maintain and to consolidate their 
domination over the peoples of Asian countries, to 
increase their enslavement, to squeeze still more profits 
out of them and to find a way out of the economic crisis 
which is already developing, the rapacious imperialists 
are increasing their economic, political and military 
pressure on the oppressed peoples of the Asian countries. 
At a time when these peoples participated in the 
Second World War side by side with the freedom-loving 
peoples of the whole world they were promised their 
national independence. But the British, French and 
Dutch imperialists have gone back upon their promises. 
They have undertaken an armed offensive against the 
national liberation movement of the peoples of Asia. 
American imperialism has taken the lead in this offen¬ 
sive and is arming the reactionary forces of Asia. 

10. This looting, this barbarous cruelty of imperial¬ 
ism cannot but give rise to a determined resistance on the 
part of the peoples of the persecuted colonial countries of 
Asia for the defence of their national independence in the 
same way as, during the Second World War, the peoples 
of, France, of Holland and other countries of Europe 
fought back in armed struggle the Nazi invader who was 
colonising their countries and enslaving them. 

11. The popular masses in several oppressed coun¬ 
tries in Asia, such as, for instance, Viet Nam, Malaya, 
Indonesia, Burma’ the Philippines and South Korea, 
unable to bear any longer the cruel yoke of imperialism 
have taken to armed resistance, are organising popular 
units which fight partisan warfare, are setting up parti¬ 
san areas and large or small liberated areas and are 
carrying on a relentless struggle against the onslaughts 
of the imperialists and their agents. The people of Viet 
Nam particularly have already achieved notable suc¬ 
cesses in their struggle against French colonialists. The 



conference expresses its admiration for the national 
heroes leading a patriotic struggle to shake off the yoke 
of imperialism. This patriotic struggle is a just one 
through which the peoples can, under a good leadership, 
achieve at the end of all their efforts and sacrifices their 
sacred aim—freedom and national independence. 

12. The imperialists fear the development of the 
national liberation movement in Asian countries which 
destroys the basis of their domination; and they perse¬ 
cute with renewed fury and ruthlessness the peoples of 
these oppressed countries. They send troops to these 
countries to attack the liberated areas and partisan 
units. Furthermore, they support reactionary forces 
everywhere so that the national traitors under the pro¬ 
tection of imperialist military power may set up a bloody 
rule of a fascist type. 

13. Where the imperialist military forces are in 
control, a white terror rages; all genuine trade unions 
and other democratic organisations are persecuted or 
wiped out and their leaders and active members are 
hunted and often executed. 

In Malaya, under the repression of British imperial¬ 
ists, the Pan-Malayan Federation of Labour has been 
outlawed and its leaders, Veerasenam and Ganapathy 
were executed. 

In Indonesia, in the course of the last year alone, 
over 25,000 patriots and trade unionists were imprisoned 
and the leaders of the Central Trade Union Organisation, 
Harjone, Oci Gee Hwat and Darusman, have been shot. 

In South Korea, well-known active trade unionists 
such as Din Thyak, Vice-President of the Union of Textile 
Workers, and You Hen Sik, member of the Presidium 
of the Labour Federation, have been executed. 

In Iran, many trade union leaders have been arrested 
and eight others, including Reza Rusta, President of the 
Central Council of United Trade Unions, were sentenced 
to death in absentia . 

In India, tens of thousands of active trade unionists 
and members of other progressive democratic organisa¬ 
tions have been imprisoned. The General Secretary of 
the All-India Trade Union Congress, S. A. Dange, a 
member of the Executive Bureau of the World Federa- 
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tion of Trade Unions, has been languishing in jail for 
more than a year without trial or indictment. All the 
delegates elected by the All-India Trade Union Congress 
to atiend the Second World Trade Union Congress were 
arrested before they could leave the country. 

In Burma, democratic organisations are persecuted, 
and their militant members arrested, and in the con¬ 
centration camps torture and murder are a frequent 
occurrence. 

In Siam, the democratic forces are hunted by the 
reactionary regime backed by American imperialism. 
Not satisfied with oppressing the democratic trade unions, 
this regime foments clashes among workers of different 
nationalities in an effort to weaken the growing unity 
of the working class. 

MacArthur’s headquarters forbade the delegation of 
the democratic trade unions of Japanese workers to 
leave their country, thus preventing their participation 
both in the Second World Trade Union Congress and 
in our Trade Union Conference of Asian and Austral¬ 
asian Countries. The reactionary Japanese Government, 
with the backing of MacArthur’s headquarters, resorts 
to armed force to suppress the labour movement in the 
country. American tanks and machineguns are used 
against strikers. 

14. In the meantime, the agents of imperialism, the 
reactionary leaders of the American Federation of 
Labour, of the CIO and the British TUC, who at the 
command of their masters are attempting to disrupt the 
trade union movement both on a national and on a world 
scale, are carrying on their dirty work in the trade 
union movement of Asia. 

Jointly with the local reactionaries in these coun¬ 
tries, they are creating trade unions led by police stooges 
and reactionaries and are attempting to link them up 
into a so-called “Asiatic Federation of Labour” with the 
help of which they hope to stifle the struggle led by the 
workers of Asia in defence of their vital rights and to 
win their democratic freedom and their national 
independence. 

15. The conference calls on the trade unions ahd 
the workers of the countries of Asia to fight for the 



15 


implementation of the principles laid down by the Second 
World Trade Union Congress in Milan in its resolution 
concerning the colonial and semi-colonial countries and 
which aims especially at putting an end to the system 
of colonies, protectorates and dependencies which are 
regarded as spheres of economic exploitation; to develop 
the trade union organisations in these countries without 
any discrimination as to race, colour, nationality or 
creed and to establish labour legislation ensuring the 
workers 1 protection; to fight against every social, econo-, 
mic or political discrimination; to fight for the application 
of the principle of equal pay for equal work as much 
in private industry as in public services; to demand the 
repeal of anti-labour laws and the suppression of forced 
labour in these countries; to intensify every labour 
struggle in support of workers 1 claims with the aim of 
rallying the working masses for raising their standard 
of living. 

16. On behalf of millions of workers of Asia, the 
conference raises a strong protest against the persecu¬ 
tions led by the imperialists and their agents against the 
trade unions and other democratic organisations and 
against their leaders in Japan, India, Iran, South Korea, 
Burma, Malaya, Indonesia and in other oppressed 
countries of Asia. 

17. The conference demands that democratic iree- 
doms be restored, and particularly the freedom of orga¬ 
nisation for the trade unions of these countries. It 
demands the immediate release of all imprisoned trade 
unionists and fighters for the cause of national liberation 
and democratic freedoms. It calls on the workers of 
the countries of Asia to fight resolutely the intrigues of 
the agents of Anglo-American capitalists aiming at dis¬ 
rupting trade union unity; to consolidate this unity and 
not to let themselves be deceived by those traitors to 
the working class. 

18. The conference calls on the workers and on 
all the oppressed peoples of Asia to resist determinedly 
the armed offensive of the colonialists, and to give all 
the help they possibly can to the patriots waging a hard 
struggle to defend independence and freedom of their 
country. 



Workers and trade unionists of the oppressed coun¬ 
tries of Asia, your delegates to the conference have 
related how, when you can nc longer carry on your 
action in the cities under the white terror, you join the 
areas under partisan control to rally their units. Through 
relentless struggle you broaden and strengthen the role 
of the working class as the backbone and the leader of 
these earned people's units. The conference hails this 
catrictic action, which eloquently shows the heroic path 
chosen by the workers tc extend ever more widely the 
struggle for national liberation. 

19 . Workers oi the oppressed countries of Asia, 
you know that ycur own liberation is inseparable from 
your national liberation. To achieve a basic improve¬ 
ment in your social status and working conditions, it is 
indispensable that first and foremost 3 7 ou win genuine 
national independence, democracy and freedom for all 
the popular masses. You should be the most devoted, 
the most determined and the most thorough-going fighters 
for the cause of national liberation. You must show 
initiative in uniting around you the broad masses of the 
peasantry and the intellectuals, the petty bourgeoisie 
in the cities and the national bourgeoisie who 
suffer from vexations and restrictions imposed by 
imperialism and its lackeys. You must create a power¬ 
ful united national front, so that it can wage, under your 
leadership, the struggle against imperialism and its agents. 
The alliance of workers and peasants is one of the basic 
conditions for your final victory. Only when your strug¬ 
gle has effectively obtained the support of the broad 
popular masses will you attain your goal—the national 
liberation of your country and your own emancipation. 

20. Working men and women, in the cities under 
the white terror, apply with good judgement and elasti¬ 
city the tactics which can best ensure the defence of 
your interests. Active trade unionists, you must be 
present wherever the* masses are, even in the trade 
unions, organisations, institutions, led by the reaction¬ 
aries. You must organise the day-to-day struggle of the 
masses for the defence of their interests, particularly to 
oppose slave labour and every kind of discrimination. In 
this way you should prepare and gather forces to orga- 
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nise, when a favourable opportunity arises, broad inass 
movements that will deliver decisive blows to the 
reactionary forces. 

21. Working men and women, who still suffer 
under the persecution and violence of imperialism, thanks 
to the victorious struggle of national liberation and 
particularly thanks to the great victory of the Chinese 
people, the national liberation movement, inspired by 
these victories, is going inevitably to develop still further 
in a number of Asian countries. 

But where the forces of imperialism and its agents 
are still powerful, they will apply still more ruthlessly 
their policy of blood and terror, and will attempt to 
crush every progressive force. This is why it must be 
expected that the conditions under which the workers of 
those countries and areas are living may temporarily 
become even more difficult. But if, bearing in mind the 
concrete conditions in which you find yourselves, you 
make good and proper use of the contents of this Mani¬ 
festo, the blows that the reactionaries are aiming at you 
will miss their mark. You will know how to avoid 
falling into their traps; and in the end, by rallying the 
broad popular masses, it will be you that will gradually 
weaken your adversaries. The time will come when you 
yourselves will have created the conditions for the final 
collapse of the enemies of the people, and then you will 
achieve total victory. 

22. The conference notes that the imperialists and 
their agents are attempting to organise a united reaction¬ 
ary front to launch an offensive against the forces of 
democracy and peace in the countries of Asia. This is 
why it is indispensable to close the ranks of the working 
class and of all the oppressed peoples of the countries 
of Asia, in order to resist the offensive of the reactionary 
forces. 

23. The conference calls upon the working class 
in every country of the world, and particularly in the 
USA, Great Britain, France and Holland, to express its 
vigorous sympathy to its brothers of the oppressed 
peoples and to bring them all the help and support that 
it possibly can. This is a sacred duty in keeping with 
international solidarity. 

p 2 



24 Working men and women ot the countries or 

Asia vou are not isolated in your struggle. You can 
rely' on the fraternal sympathy and on the help and 
support of the workers throughout the world The 
World Federation of Trade Unions is uie trustworthy 
defender of the interests of the peoples and the oppressed 


workers of A; 


It fights for the cause of the working 


class. 

The conference reports to you with great satisfaction 
that a permament Liaison Bureau of the World Fede¬ 
ration. of Trade Unions has been set up in Asia, with 
the task of developing and strengthening the ties among 
the trade unions of the Asian countries, and between 
the trade union national centres of these countries and 
the World Federation of Trade Unions. 

Long live the unity, friendship and fraternal mutual 
assistance of the working class and of all the working 

people of Asia! . . . . . 

Long live the international unity ot the working 

class! 

Long live freedom and independence for all 

the peoples! 



REPORT PRESENTED BY LOUIS SAILLANT 
General Secretary of the WFTU 


T HIS conference being held here in Peking is one of 
* the most positive actions carried out by the WFTU 
since it was created in October 1945. Every worker, 
manual or intellectual, from the large cities or from the 
rural districts, men, women and young people from every 
country in Asia, greet this conference with enthusiasm. 
For its part, the Executive Bureau of the WFTU, ful¬ 
filling the mandate of the Second World Trade Union 
Congress, expresses its solidarity and lasting friendship 
towards the working peoples of the Asian countries, 
greeting fraternally this conference on behalf of the 72 
million members of the WFTU. 

This conference is being held in Peking. We warmly 
thank the All-China Federation of Labour for its invi¬ 
tation and for its friendly hospitality. It is a great 
privilege for us all to be meeting in the capital of the 
People’s Democracy of China. It is a great joy for us 
to be in direct contact with the Chinese people who 
have just given the world a new political and social 
feature, by giving birth in China to a new People’s 
Democracy. We come from remote countries, we repre¬ 
sent all the continents and the labour forces of various 
races and social origins; we have seen, in our countries 
of Europe, Africa, Asia and America the immense 
popular enthusiasm created by the victories of the 
Chinese people and of its popular army of liberation’.,, 
The victories which have been won in this country over.; 
the reactionary clique, the national exploiters of the 
Chinese people, are considered by hundreds of millions 
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of human beings throughout the world as a resounding 
defeat of international reaction, and as a great success 
for progressive humanity. 

Our admiration is as great as our gratitude to the 
man who led and brought vigour to this historical libe¬ 
ration of the Chinese people, Comrade Mao Tse-turig, 
now President of the People’s Republic of China, whom 
we now greet here again in the name of the World 
Federation of Trade Unions. 

Peking is the seat of this conference because we 
knew that here we could deliberate freely. We were 
certain that we could find here full respect for our 
gathering and the fullest enjoyment of trade union 
rights which are the honour of truly democratic nations. 

The Peking Trade Union Conference was by no 
means due to any recent decision of the WFTU. In 
October 1945 the First World Trade Union Congress 
decided to convene an international trade union confe¬ 
rence for all Asian countries. 

Here is the text of the Eighth Resolution of the 
Standing Order Committee of the First WFTU Congress, 
accepted by the Plenary Assembly of Congress and sub¬ 
mitted to our Executive Bureau for implementation: 


“The conference notes with pleasure that the Asian 
countries are progressing rapidly from the technolo¬ 
gical point of view, 

“However, this conference does not find that social 
conditions in those countries are equal to the material 
and spiritual demands of the people and especially of 
the workers. 

“Consequently, this conference believes that it is 
necessary to convene a conference of the Asian trade 
unions, to lay down satisfactory conditions correspond¬ 
ing to the workers’ needs and the new technological 
progress observed in those countries.” 


Certain remarks are called for here concerning the 
implementation of this resolution, adopted more than 
tour years ago. New historical conditions ” exist in 1949 
which did not exist in 1945. 


, the Trade Union Conference of Asian 

and Australasian Countries a broader character than that 
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of the mere study of given relations between social 
technique and the level of economic organisation in each 
one of the countries represented here. 

This conference cannot work in the abstract. It 
must link its debates to the political and social reality in 
which workers in Asia and Australasia are living. It 
has, in the first place, a wide task of information to 
fulfil* It must acquaint the Executive Bureau of the 
WFTIJ with the claims, the social, economic and political 
aspirations of men and women workers. Wherever the 
workers have been successful, this conference should 
point out the results achieved and their new prospects. 

This conference must be realistic. The fact is that 
in China, the country which is now our host, we have 
a new Republic where the trade unions are in full deve¬ 
lopment, while in India, where this conference was 
originally to be held, anti-trade union and anti-labour 
repression has been constantly increasing in the course 
of the last two years. 

It is a fact that the Soviet trade union delegation, 
representing the workers of the Soviet Socialist Repub¬ 
lics of the Asian areas, are able to bring their contribu¬ 
tion to this conference with an ease and assurance and 
experience which, unfortunately, the trade unions of 
the other countries do not yet possess. 

The fact is that the trade unions of North Korea 
live and act in an atmosphere of freedom and with means 
of development not possessed by the trade unions of 
South Korea, subjected as they are to the yoke of 
American imperialism and their own neo-fascist reac¬ 
tionaries. 

The fact is that the situation in Indonesia, in Malaya, 
in Viet Nam, has developed differently during the same 
period; this also must be taken into account. 

These are concrete reasons why the implementation 
of the Eighth Resolution of the Paris World Trade Union 
Congress should be directly linked with the Fourth 
Resolution of that same Congress, on the right of the 
peoples to self-determination, the main points being: 

“The victory over the fascist powers was based 

both on the military might of the United Nations and 
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on the active struggle carried out by the peoples to 
ensure their enjoyment of basic liberties, the right to 
self-determination, and to national independence. 

“This victory would indeed be incomplete if the 
peoples of the colonies and territories of all nations, 
were now denied the full enjoyment of their hereditary 
right to self-determination and to national independ¬ 
ence. 

- “Recent events in Indo-China, Indonesia and the 
Far East, where armed force has been used to fight 
the native peoples, are in direct contradiction to the 
principles of the United Nations. 7 ' 

These two resolutions, which are basic documents, 
supplement each other and guide this conference in the 
fulfilment of its true mission. 

Four years of new experience in the countries of 
Asia show that the road to social progress only really 
opens up before the workers with the struggle for the 
recognition of national independence, the right of the 
peoples to self-determination, for the respect of demo¬ 
cratic rights — and therefore of trade union rights— 
guaranteed to the working population. 

The members of this conference know of the 
constant activity of the WFTU on behalf of the trade 
unions of the Asian and Australasian countries. Our 
policy of mutual aid and international solidarity implied 
that we should act as we have done. But at the Second 
World Trade Union Congress we pointed out that we 
were not completely satisfied with our work and with 
our relations wit hthe trade unions of Asian countries* 
We stressed our shortcomings. We looked for the causes. 
We took decisions to strengthen our relations, as well 
as the work of the WFTU with the trade unions of the 
Asian countries. This conference is one of the means 
by which we shall improve our trade union work in 
your countries. 

What has been the attitude of the WFTU as regards 
the very varied developments of the labour organisations* 
activities in Asia? 

Your attention, comrades, should be directed to ten 



examples, in order to make you at least acquainted with 
the policy and activity of the WFTU. 

1. The delegations of our world trade union orga¬ 
nisation, which in 1946 and 1947 went to Iran, to Japan, 
to South and North Korea, achieved much in 
developing the influence of trade union organisations. 
We strengthened the links between the working masses 
of those countries and the international labour movement. 

2. The General Council of the WFTU, meeting in 
Prague in June 1947, adopted, as an essential principle 
of its policy, measures supporting the Chinese trade 
union movement. Rejecting any idea of compromise 
with corrupt Kuomintang elements among the workers, 
we supported the liberation effort of the Chinese people. 

After the Trade Union Congress of Harbin in August 
1948 for the unification of Chinese trade unions, the 
WFTU Secretariat took the decision to popularise in 
every country among all workers the important decisions 
taken at the Harbin Congress. 

3. After having admitted into the WFTU the Indo¬ 
nesian Trade Union Organisation SOBSI, our organisa¬ 
tion undertook a wide international drive against the 
Dutch imperialist colonial war. The delegation which 
went to Indonesia in 1947, led by one of the present 
Vice-Presidents of the WFTU, Blokzijl, enabled us to 
know the precise origins and the real cause of the strug¬ 
gle of the Indonesian people against their oppressors. 
In July 1947, the WFTU, in the name of the international 
working class, was the first to raise a vigorous protest 
at UNO against the violation of the Linggadjati Agree¬ 
ment between the Dutch Government and the Govern¬ 
ment of the Indonesian Republic. We never ceased to 
bring out support to the Indonesian people. We 
repeatedly called the attention of UNO to the repression 
pursued in Indonesia against the people and the demo¬ 
cratic forces. In January 1949, at the time of the New 
Delhi conference convened by the Indian Government, 
the Executive Bureau made its position very clear in a 
message sent to that conference and which contained 
the following words: 

“On the occasion of the New Delhi conference, the 



Executive Bureau of the WFTU. in the name of the 
organised workers of the world, asks you to take every 
effective measure to stop Dutch aggression against the 
Indonesian nation. We ask you likewise to intervene 
tor the liberation of trade union, republican ancl demo¬ 
cratic leaders of Indonesia and for the establishment 
of a democratic regime truly representative of the 
Indonesian people and workers. The Executive Bureau 
of the WFTU declares that national independence 
can be ensured particularly by serious efforts in the 
field of economic construction and industrialisation of 
each country. Such is the meaning whicli the WFTU 
attaches to its participation in the Economic Committee 
for Asia and the Far East and in the Economic and 
Social Council of the United Nations, in which the 
WFTU has the consultative status of Category A non¬ 
governmental organisations. To be successful and to 
guarantee true national independence, efforts must be 
made aiming at democratic development and social 
progress with the active cooperation of free trade 
unions fully representative of the working class. The 
workers must enjoy the full exercise of trade union 
rights and actively cooperate in shaping the economic 
and social policy of their country .’ 7 

Moreover, in September 1949, the WFTU acting in 
agreement with the National Centre of United Trade 
Unions of the Netherlands, sent a message to the Round 
Table Conference in The Hague proposing that an 
International Trade Union Commission of Enquiry be 
sent to investigate the present situation of trade unions 
in Indonesia and the workers’ claims. 

The Trade Unions Conference of the Countries of 
Asia and Australasia should note that by November 1, 
1949, the WFTU had not received any answer to the 
precise proposals sent to the Round Table Conference. 

4. The war imposed by French colonialists on the 
people of Viet Nam has given rise to the protests of the 
French workers and of our whole international trade 
union movement. In September 1947, a deputation of 
the WFTU was received by the French Minister of 
Colonies. In the course of this interview the WFTU 
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asked that it be allowed to send representatives of the 
Executive Bureau to Viet Nam, who could contact the 
local labour organisations affiliated to the WFTU. 

Our aim was also to bring our solidarity and support 
to all Vietnamese workers and to report to the United 
Nations on this delegation. While the French Govern¬ 
ment gave every facility to the representative of Ameri¬ 
can monopolies, William Bullitt, it refused the General 
Secretary of the WFTU—although he is a French citizen 
—the right to go to Viet Nam with other members of the 
WFTU Executive. 

We feel sure that the Vietnamese delegation at this 
conference will speak of the good relations existing 
between the WFTU and their trade union organisation. 

5. The WFTU in spite of heavy obstacles showed 
its solidarity with the Pan-Malayan Federation of Trade 
Unions. This conference must know that the divisionist 
leaders of the British TUC have always refused to 
recognise this organisation because of its constant strug¬ 
gle in support of the workers’ claims against the British 
capitalist exploiters of the plantation workers, of the 
mining and transport workers of Malaya. 

The WFTU raised vigorous protests against the 
ruthless repression which has fallen upon the workers of 
Malaya from 1948 and since the police outlawed the 
Pan-Malayan Federation of Trade Unions. We continued 
to regard it as the sole genuine organisation chosen by 
Malayan workers. 

6. The relations between our world trade union 
organisation and the All-India Trade Union Congress 
have enabled us to link regularly the activity of the 
WFTU with that of the Indian trade unions. The strike 
movements in support of the claims of these unions 
were caused by the decrease in the purchasing power of 
the workers’ wages and in the deterioration of their living 
conditions and had, in India, the fullest support from 
the WFTU. 

We should not forget that this is the elementary 
role of every trade union organisation. The Indian 
Government has undertaken repressive action against 
the All-India Trade Union Congress. Comrade Dange, 
Vice President of the WFTU and General Secretary of 
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the All-India Trade Union Congress, has been in jail for 
more than one-and-a-half years. The police persecute- 
trade union leaders. In the face of all these facts the 
WFTU did not remain inactive. The Second World Trade 
Union Congress took an energetic stand and denounced 
those attacks against trade union rights. Once more 
we voiced our protest to the Indian Government. Its 
answer, dated August last, amounted to a statement that 
it intends to pursue its repressive policy against the 
labour movement. We duly informed it that we would 
continue our work to ensure the respect of trade union 
rights and the defence of the interests of the workers. 

7. Our organisation took the initiative of a direct 
action before the Economic and Social Council of UNO. 
The attacks against the democratic and social rights of 
the workers in Indonesia, India, Burma, Malaya, South 
Korea, in those territories of China which were still 
controlled by Chiang Kai-shek, in Iran, in Ceylon, were 
the subject of a report presented to UNO. The WFTU 
indicated the home Governments or the Anglo-American 
imperialists oppressing the peoples and maintaining a 
feudal system of economic exploitation in open contra¬ 
diction to the principles of the United Nations Charter. 

8. This conference should be informed that the 
WFTU has consultative status in the Economic Commis¬ 
sion for Asia and the Far East, which is one of the UNO 
working agencies. In the course of the last two years 
the WFTU endeavoured to guide the work of this official 
UN Commission towards the recognition of the political 
and economic rights of the peoples of the Asian coun¬ 
tries. It is quite obvious that this conference cannot 
discuss the future policy and activity of the WFTU in 
Asia and Australasia without endeavouring to profit 
from the consultative status held by the WFTU within 
the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East. 

9. The implementation in Asia and Australasia of 
the decision taken by the Second WFTU Congress, con¬ 
cerning International Peace Day, had a deep very 
wide repercussion among the masses. On this 2nd 
October, Day of the Struggle for Peace, we are able to 
resume our relations with the trade union movement of 
Burma. October 2, 1949, has marked the strengthening 
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of our position in every country, your respective coun¬ 
tries included. 

10. Finally, if we observe the trade union represen¬ 
tation of the Asian countries at the constituent Congress 
of the WFTU, and if we compare that representation 
with the successive affiliation of trade union bodies from 
this part of the world to our world trade union organi¬ 
sation, we are able to stress the moral power which the 
existence of the WFTU is exerting in bringing together 
the working class of your respective countries. Indeed, 
since June 1946, the WFTU has admitted as new affiliate 
members into our great organisation the trade unions 
of the following countries: Viet Nam, Malaya, Siam, 
Indonesia, North Korea, Philippines, Japan, South 
Korea and Mongolia. 

These are, comrades, the ten essential points very 
summarily presented, which characterise the role, the 
activities and the relations of our trade union movement 
with the countries of Asia and Australasia. 

We now put forward as the peak of our past activity 
and as a pointer for the future, the.firm decision of the 
WFTU to create here in China, on the occasion of this 
international trade union conference, a Permanent Liai¬ 
son Bureau of the WFTU with the Countries of Asia 
and the Far East 

We have here the essential outline of the work to 
be achieved by this conference in the field of organisa¬ 
tional tasks and as regards perspectives of trade union 
activity among the workers. 

To do this we must draw certain lessons from the 
history of the present conference — because this con¬ 
ference in which we are now sitting already has a history. 
This history of how the convening of the Trade Union 
Conference of the Asian and Australasian Countries 
was sabotaged is evidence of the evil role played by the 
divisionist trade union leaders of Great Britain, USA 
and Holland, who have linked up their fate with that of 
their own imperialist Governments. 

The aim of those capitalist Governments was to 
prevent the convening of this conference and to check 
the development of the popular democratic movements 
in Asia and the Far Bast. They looked for support 



within the WFTU and they found it. This scandalous 
behaviour of the British Deakin, of the American Carey, 
of the Dutch Kupers during the years 1947, 1948 and 
early 1949, in the Executive Bureau of the WFTU 
bears witness in the clearest possible manner to the fact, 
that they had accepted the ideas of national domination 
and racial discrimination. Although such principles are 
condemned by our own Constitution, although numerous 
resolutions and decisions of the WFTU have rejected 
any political, racial, religious and national discrimination 
from our international labour activity, the behaviour of 
the division 1st leaders of the British TUC, of the Ame¬ 
rican unions and of the Dutch Right-wing unions 
amounted to their supporting the imperialist action 
undertaken against the peoples of the colonial, semi- 
colonial and economically weak countries. 

At the time of the military aggression against the 
Indonesian Republic in July 1947, the Right-wing Social- 
Democratic trade union leaders in Holland refused to 
condemn clearly and categorically this military impe¬ 
rialist action carried out by their Government. They 
sought to excuse it, to justify it, but in no way to 
oppose it with the least energy. The workers of the 
Asian countries must remember that, just as they 
remember that the United Trade Unions of the Nether¬ 
lands stood alone in that country in taking a stand in 
conformity with the objectives and the ideal for the 
furtherance of which the WFTU was established. 

In 1947 and 1948, the leaders of the British TUC 
and of the American CIO made practically impossible 
the publication of our General Report on the mission 
to Japan and Korea. Why? Because our General 
Report brought together a number of indisputable facts 
showing the existence of a neo-fascist regime in South 
Korea, the revival of the Japanese capitalist monopolies 
and the imperialist activity of American capitalism and 
militaris min Japan. 

In 1948, the divisionist leaders of the British TUC 
practically approved the military expedition sent by their 
Government against the Malayan people, as well as the 
dissolution by the police of the Pan-Malayan Federation 
of Trade Unions. 
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■When we envisaged the organisational details of 
the Pan-Asiatic Trade Union Conference in 1947, the 
American and British trade union leaders suggested dis¬ 
crimination in order to exclude genuine representatives 
of the workers of certain Asian countries from this 
conference. 

Fully realising that their undertaking to split and 
weaken the labour forces in Asia and the Far East was 
bound to fail in the WFTU they connived with the Ameri¬ 
can Federation of Labour, the reactionary position of 
whose leaders is but too well known. First in San Fran- 
sisco in 1948, then in Geneva in 1949, availing themselves 
of meetings of the International Labour Organisation, the 
1 divisionist leaders of the AF of L and the TUC tried to' 
create an Asiatic Trade Union Federation. The whole 
press, American as well as European, was forced to admit 
the ridiculous flop of this indirect attempt made by the 
ruling classes of the USA and Great Britain to hold in 
check the influence of the WFTU in Asia and the Far 
East. 

In this respect we must say here, at this conference, 
that if the International Labour Organisation should in 
the future lend any help to such manoeuvres against the 
workers of the countries of Asia and Australasia, the 
ILO would soon be definitely condemned by the labour 
organisations of these countries, which would let it drop 
in the most complete discredit. 

We have pointed out all these facts in order to stress 
the importance of this conference. If it has given rise 
to so much opposition and resistance, it is because it 
can play a determining part in shaping the future deve¬ 
lopment of the trade union movement in Asian countries 
as well as the struggle of the workers for social progress, 
economic development, democracy and peace. 

The history of the difficulties which had to be met 
for convening this conference explains why, yesterday, 
when the conference was solemnly opened in Peking, 
the international working class and the WFTU had 
already, by this mere fact, won a great victory. 

The tasks and the responsibilities resting on this 
conference are very great indeed. They must be inte¬ 
grated into the tasks and responsibilities of our inter- 



national movement, such as they were defined by our 
Second World Trade Union Congress in Milan, Italy, 
in July 1949. 

After a very broad discussion at a plenary sitting of 
the Congress on the labour situation and trade union 
activity in the countries of Asia—linking our conclusions 
to those resulting from discussion on identical questions 
in the countries of Latin America and Africa—the Com¬ 
mittee of the World Trade Union Congress made a 
number of recommendations. They must be recalled at 
this conference with the aim of guiding the work of each 
national delegation. 

With the help of the conclusions drawn at the Milan 
Congress we are able to observe that since the end of the 
Second World War the imperialist exploitation and the 
political and military oppression suffered by the colonial 
countries have steadily increased,, in contradiction to 
the promises of the right to self-government which the 
colonial powers have made to the peoples during and 
immediately after the Second World War. 

As the menace of an economic crisis outlines itself 
more and more sharply before the capitalist world, the 
ruling classes of the capitalist countries endeavour to 
solve their difficulties, not only by intensifying the 
exploitation of the workers in the metropolitan countries 
but also, and chiefly, by exerting over the workers of 
colonial countries an increased economic and military 
pressure aimed at swelling their profits. 

This tendency to crush the colonial workers under 
a heavier burden and still more inhuman conditions can 
clearly be detected in the recent British “Four-Year 
Plan” which appropriates considerable sums for colonial 
“development”, as well as in the inauguration speech 
made by President Truman in January 1949, the Fourth 
Point of which contains proposals for capital investments 
made in a similar spirit. 

This last statement clearly reveals an intensification 
of the interest with which the United States is looking 
at colonial countries and the carrying out of large-scale 
investment plans based on principles in complete oppo¬ 
sition to those adopted at the World Trade Union Con¬ 
ference in London (February, 1945), and the WFTU 
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Constituent Congress in Paris (October 1945) for the 
development of the economically backward countries. 

The capitalist growth in colonial countries since the 
war is accompanied by the systematic repression of the 
real trade union movement and of democratic liberties, 
plus attempts to set up house and government unions 
grouped on a continental basis in a pseudo-international 
federation. 

We must warn the workers in colonial, semi-colonial 
and economically backward countries that if they allow 
these plans to reach maturity all political and economic 
control will pass into the hands of the strongest of the 
imperialist powers and their task of economic and poli¬ 
tical emancipation will thus be more difficult. 

The working class and its strongly organised trade 
unions should therefore base their work on the outcome 
of this conference. 

The struggle for the economic aims for the workers 
should be looked upon as a just fight involving the largest 
mass groups in order to further our general work of 
emancipation. 

Reactionary elements, survivals of political and 
economic feudalism, are still strongly entrenched in cer¬ 
tain Asian countries. When they speak of national inde¬ 
pendence they merely envisage the preservation of the 
inhuman exploitation of the mass of the people. 

We should take into consideration the fact that 
imperialist activities have been checked in Asia and the 
Far East. The imperialists have come up ag ains t the 
hostility of the peoples. This hostility will increase in 
the months and years to come. We are surely approach¬ 
ing the end of the feudal and colonial systems. These* 
systems are incompatible with existence of a democratic 
trade union movement. The trade union organisations 
now developing will be an additional factor in the dis¬ 
integration of the feudal and colonial systems. The 
work of the trade unions will not be cut off from the 
democratic forces in each country and territory. All 
their work will be planned in relation to the national 
situation. 

The Trade Union Conference of the Asian and 
Australasian Countries is also a useful contribution to 
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the support for the world movement of the Partisans 
of Peace. The conference should help in the struggle 
against these instigators of a third world war. The 
WFTU is on the side of the partisans of peace, with the 
anti-imperialists. We must know how to take our place 
in the immense tide of worldwide changes into an era 
of justice, of progress and peace. The WFTU cannot be 
indifferent, neutral or passive. Events do not permit 
it. There is no third force or middle way between the 
partisans of peace, of democracy and anti-imperialist 
struggle and the sham-democratic and warmongering 
imperialists. 

Your delegations, by the information and reports 
which they will present from this platform, by facts, by 
the recent history of their countries, will justify the 
presence of the WFTU in the democratic and anti-impe¬ 
rialist camp. 

You will see that on the world front of the partisans 
of peace, our trade union movement is the active expres¬ 
sion of the organised working class. 

Together with the trade unions of the Soviet Union* 
the country which defends the cause of peace and 
friendship between peoples with tenacity, logic and 
courage. 

Together with the trade unions of the People's 
Democracies in Europe and the People's Republics of 
China, Mongolia and North Korea. 

Together with the affiliated trade unions of the 
WFTU in the capitalist countries, colonies or semi- 
colonies, 

Together with the World Federation of Democratic 
Youth, 

Together with the Women's International Demo¬ 
cratic Federation, 

Together with die International Committee of 
Intellectuals and all the progressive elements in the 
world, 

We are forming the grand new coalition of peoples 
lighting for a new world, living in peace, making Social¬ 
ism a living reality and laying the foundations of a new 
human civilisation on a worldwide scale. 
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Long live the development of all our trade union 
organisations in Asian and Australasian countries! 

Long live the intensification of our trade union 
activities for defence of the immediate economic demands 
of the workers! 

Long live the international unity of the working 
class, mutual and international trade union solidarity! 

Long live the Trade Unions Conference of Asian 
and Australasian Countries. 

Long live the WFTU! 



RESOLUTION ON WFTU ACTIVITY TO 
ASSIST TRADE UNIONS OF ASIAN AND 
AUSTRALASIAN COUNTRIES 


>r HE Trade Union Conference of Asian and Austral' 

* asian Countries unanimously approves the action 
undertaken by the WFTU in defence of the trade union 
rights and social and economic interests of the working 
people in the countries of Asia and Australasia, and the 
unswerving support given by the Federation to the 
oppressed peoples of these countries fighting for their 
freedom and independence. 

From the very first days of its existence the World 
Federation of Trade Unions has acted in defence of the 
vital interests of the working people of Asia and 
Australasia. 

Protesting against the persecution of the democratic 
trade unions and their leaders in India, Japan, Iran, in the 
Lebanon, Malaya, Burma, Indonesia, South Korea and 
other countries, the WFTU is insisting in the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council on steps to be taken 
for protecting trade union rights and liberties. 

The WFTU has raised with the United Nations 
questions of vital importance for the working people in 
most of the Asian and Australasian countries, such as the 
question of full employment and the struggle against 
unemployment, equal pay for equal work for men and 
women, for white and coloured people and for adults 
and young workers. 

The World Federation of Trade Unions, uniting all 
the progressive trade union forces, has worked against 
the predatory colonial wars and against imperialism and 
its agents in Indonesia and Viet Nam, Burma and Malay* 
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by mobilising the international solidarity of the working 
people in support of the peoples of these countries who 
are defending their freedom and genuine independence. 

In its resolution dealing with the reports on trade 
union activities in the countries of Asia, Africa, Latin 
America and Australia the Second World Trade Union 
Congress in Milan (Italy) in June and July, 1949, 
reaffirmed its loyalty to the principles adopted as the 
basis for the WFTU activities relating to colonial, semi¬ 
colonial and economically backward countries. 

These principles demand that an end be put to the 
system of colonies, protectorates and dependent territo¬ 
ries as spheres for economic exploitation; that assistance 
should be given to the peoples of these countries in their 
efforts to secure the right to self-determination and 
achieve full national independence; that trade unions in 
these countries should be free from any discrimination 
based on race, colour, nationality or religion; that labour 
legislation should be established to ensure protection of 
the working peoples’ interests and their effective parti¬ 
cipation in framing and implementing' the economic 
policy of their countries. 

The conference fully approves of and supports these 
principles based on the essential demands of the working 
people in the oppressed countries. 

It welcomes the initiative of the World Federation 
of Trade Unions in establishing- a WFTU Liaison 
Bureau with the trade unions of the countries 
of Asia and Australasia with a view to render¬ 
ing them regular assistance and strengthening contact 
between themselves and with the WFTU and of gather¬ 
ing material on the situation in Asia and Australasia 
for the information of the WFTU and the national 
centres. 

The conference draws the attention of the executive 
bodies of the WFTU to the necessity for rendering 
greater assistance in the work of the trade unions in the 
countries of Asia and Australasia. With this aim in 
view, it recommends: x 

That greater cooperation of the trade unions existing 
for the different trades in Asian and Australasian coun¬ 
tries be established in the activities of the Trade Unions 



36 

Internationals organised by branch of industry (Trade 
Departments of the WFTU); . 

That steps be taken to have WFTU information 
printed in the languages of the peoples of the Asian 

countries; , ,, , , , , , , 

That WFTU commissions should be delegated to 
India, Indonesia, Japan, Iran and South Korea, to study 
on the spot the position of the trade unions. 

The conference requests the WFTU to further and 
strengthen its activity for the liberation and amnesty of 
all trade union leaders and members arrested and con¬ 
demned in Asia and Australasian countries. 

It further recommends that there should be submitted 
for consideration to the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council, and particularly to its Economic Com¬ 
mission for Asia and Far East, the following problems: 
the restoration of democratic liberties, the guaranteeing 
of a decent living wage for the worker and his family, 
the abolition of slave labour, the repeal of anti-labour 
laws and the suppression of all discrimination based on 
race, nationality, sex and religion, in India, Ceylon, Iran, 
Japan, Indonesia, Burma, Malaya and South Korea. 

The conference expresses its conviction that the 
WFTU and the national trade union centres will continue 
with redoubled energy their efforts to promote the unity 
of the forces of dhe working class and of all working 
people in the struggle for peace, freedom and the demo¬ 
cratic rights of the peoples and for the improvement of 
their economic and social conditions. 



extracts from speech OF L SOLOVIEV, 

Secretary of the AUCCTU 


D EAR comrades! I have been directed by the Central 
Council of the Trade Unions of the USSR to 
convey to you who are assembled at this conference, and 
through you, to all the working people of the countries 
of Asia, ardent fraternal greetings from the Soviet trade 
unions, from the factory and office workers, from all the 
working people of the Soviet Union. 

Allow me also to transmit at this conference 
fraternal greetings from the Soviet trade unions to the 
heroic Chinese people who have won a historical victory 
in the result of the defeat of the united forces of internal 
reaction and international imperialism. 

Deep-going changes have taken place in every field 
of economic and cultural endeavour as a result of the 
victory of Socialism in the Soviet Union. The USSR has 
developed into a mighty Socialist power, with a first- 
class industry, mechanised collective farming and 
advanced culture. 

Victory of Socialism in our country has forever 
banished crisis, unemployment, poverty and ruination 
of the masses from its confines. Socialism has brought 
a prosperous and cultured life to the popular masses of 
the Soviet Union. 

These successes of Socialist construction in the 
USSR are based on the great friendship of the peoples 
of ffie Soviet Union, on their fraternal cooperation, on 
the moral and political unity of the Soviet people which 
has been furthered and cemented as a result of the 
practical realisation by the Soviet government of the 
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Lenin-Stalin national policy of the Communist Party. 

The Great Patriotic War against German fascism 
brought out in particularly bold relief the fraternal 
solidarity and invincibility of the family of peoples of 
the USSR; their friendship was further strengthened 
anrl cemented. The war demonstrated the stability of 
the Soviet State and the integral moral and political 
unit y of its nationalities. The victory in this war was 
a most forceful illustration of the superiority of the 
Soviet social and State system over the capitalist society. 
In this war the Soviet people have not only vindicated 
the freedom and independence of their Socialist mother¬ 
land but they saved all mankind from the menace of 
fascist enslavement. 

The strength and vitality of the Soviet system find 
further confirmation in the successful struggle of the 
peoples of the USSR for the fulfilment of the postwar 
Stalin Five-Year Plan ahead of schedule. 

The Soviet trade unions have been continuously 
g ainin g in scope and strengthening the course of Socialist 
construction. 

In all their activities, the Soviet trade unions are 
invariably guided by the directives of Lenin and Stalin 
about the role of the trade unions in a Socialist State. 

During the initial Five-Year Plan periods, the 
trade unions were mobilising the creative activities of 
the rank and file for the realisation of the Lenin-Sta l in 
plan of the industrialisation of the country and collecti¬ 
visation of agriculture. In the years of the Great 
Patriotic War they were conducting energetic organisa¬ 
tional and educational activities among the masses, all 
their activities being subordinated to the realisation of 
the slogan of the Soviet Government: ‘Everything for the 
front, everything for victory over the enemy.’ 

After the victorious conclusion of the great anti¬ 
fascist war, the Soviet trade unions have been leading 
the Socialist emulation movement for the completion of 
the postwar Stalin Five-Year Plan ahead of schedule. 
They are cultivating among all the sections of the factory 
and office workers a high regard for Socialist property; 
they are fighting for eliminating the survivals of cap¬ 
italism from human psychology, educating the rank and 
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file in the spirit of Soviet patriotism and they are con¬ 
stantly concerned with improvement in the living and 
working conditions of the factory and office workers. 

State social insurance, maintained entirely at State 
expense, plays a major role in promoting the welfare 
of every Soviet factory and office worker. The State 
social insurance fund is administered by the Soviet trade 
unions which use it for satisfying the most diverse 
material and cultural needs of the working people. 

The Soviet trade unions exercise public and State 
control over the observance of labour protection laws. 

The cultural and educational activities of the Soviet 
trade unions are designated to broaden the political 
education and to raise the cultural and technical stand¬ 
ards of the working people. Through their palaces of 
culture, clubs, libraries and other cultural institutions, 
the trade union organisations are spreading political and 
scientific knowledge among the factory and office wor¬ 
kers, disseminating technical knowledge, assisting the 
workers in advancing their education. More than five 
million people are taking part in the amateur activities 
of the vocal, music, dramatic and other circles functioning 
in the clubs. 

The Soviet trade unions are conducting all their 
activities with the cooperation of numerous volunteers 
from among the rank and file; their numbers are growing 
from year to year, and now exceed nine millions. 

Comrades! The year 1949 has brought new suc¬ 
cesses to the camp of Socialism and democracy in the 
struggle for peace and against the instigators of a new 
war. All the peoples of the world regard the Soviet 
Union as an unflinching and staunch fighter for peace 
and democracy. 

The imperialists fear peaceful competition between 
the capitalist and Socialist systems. That is why they 
are whipping up a war psychology and preparing a new 
war against the Soviet Union and the People's 
Democracies. 

The agents of imperialism in many countries are 
trying to break trade union unity. The reactionary 
leaders of the British and American trade unions are 
intending to create an association, a blackleg organisation 
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which will be nothing else than an aid to the imperialists 
in suppressing trade union freedoms, in intensifying the 
offensive on the vital rights of the working people, in 
the preparation of new world shambles. They are also 
trying to create a similar organisation in Asia in the 
shape of the notorious Asiatic Federation of Labour. 

The democratic trade unions of all the countries of 
the world must be constantly on the alert against these 
manoeuvres of reaction. A determined struggle must 
be carried on against the betrayal of the basic interests 
of the working class that is being prepared by the leaders 
of reactionary trade unions. It is necessary to conduct 
daily activities to enlighten the working people upon the 
essence of this provocation and to unite the ranks of the 
working class still more solidly behind the World Fede¬ 
ration of Trade Unions which represents the genuine 
interests of the workers of the whole world in the strug¬ 
gle for their economic and social rights, the struggle 
against fascism and the warmongers, the struggle for 
stable and lasting peace in the whole world. 

The imperialist Governments of Holland, France, 
Great Britain and the USA are leading a sanguinary 
war against the workers of Indonesia, Viet Nam, Burma, 
Malaya and South Korea who are struggling for their 
national liberation. 

This war is not needed by the working masses of 
Holland, France, Great Britain and the USA. This war 
is necessary only to the capitalists who get profits from 
it and who put all the burden of military expenses on 
the shoulders of the working masses. 

The Soviet delegation supports the proposal that 
our conference should appeal to the working classes of 
Holland, France Great Britain and the USA asking them 
to urge their governments to stop immediately the inter¬ 
vention in Indonesia, Viet Nam, Burma, Malaya and 
South Korea and to withdraw their troops from these 
countries. 

The strength of the working class consists in its 
unity. The stronger the unity of the workers of Asiatic 
countries, the more rapidly they will obtain success in 
achieving their aims. 

Therefore, the Soviet delegation fully supports the 
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proposal of the adoption by the conference of an appeal to 
the workers of Asiatic countries. This appeal will call on 
them to strengthen the unity of their ranks in the strug¬ 
gle for their social and economic demands for democratic 
rights and liberties, for national independence and streng¬ 
thening of peace. * 

A permanent and close contact of the national trade 
union centres and individual trade union organisations 
with the World Federation of Trade Unions is an indis¬ 
pensable condition for the success in all their activities. 

Therefore, the Soviet delegation supports the pro¬ 
posal to create a WFTU Liaison Bureau in Asia which 
will be responsible for the consolidation of contacts bet¬ 
ween the countries of Asia and the WFTU, for the pro¬ 
vision of mutual exchange of information, implementa¬ 
tion of the decisions of the leading bodies of the WFTU, 
for rendering assistance to national trade union centres 
of countries of Asia. 

The Soviet trade unions, which take a most active 
part in the activities of the World Federation of Trade 
Unions, will continue to further and strengthen their 
contact with all the democratic trade unions in foreign 
countries; they will fight oh indomitably for international 
working class unity. 



EXTRACTS FROM SPEECH OF 
A. BESSIANOV, 

Delegate from Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic 


n EAR comrades! Allow me to convey in the name of 
^ the working people of the Central Asian Republics 
of the Soviet Union warm fraternal greetings to dele¬ 
gates of the conference and the heroic Chinese people. 

Comrades! Comrade Saillant, General Secretary of 
the WFTU, in his report has given a detailed account of 
the activities' of the WFTU in assisting the trade unions 
of Asian countries. 

Without doubt, the WFTU has, since the early days 
of its existence come forward in defence of the vital 
interests of the working people of Asian countries. 

It is known to all that in its protests against the 
persecution of democratic trade unions and their leaders 
in India, Japan, Iran, Lebanon, Malaya, Burma and 
other countries, the WFTU has striven to defend trade 
union rights and freedom in the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations Organisation. 

The WFTU placed before the United Nations such 
important questions of vital concern to the labouring 
people of most countries in Asia as full employment and 
the struggle against unemployment, fixing equal pay for 
equal work for men and women, for the white and 
coloured people and for adults and youths. 

The reactionaries of Britain, France and the Nether¬ 
lands headed by American imperialism continue to wage 
a bloody war against the working people of Indonesia, 
Viet Nam, Burma, Malaya and South Korea who are 
struggling for freedom and genuine national independ¬ 
ence. 
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The war has brought countless calamities not only 
to the working people of these countries but also to the 
working people of Holland, France, England and America 
because the heavy burdens of increasing war expendi¬ 
tures are placed upon them. 

The WFTU opposed the predatory war in Indonesia, 
Viet Nam, Burma and Malaya, mobilising the working 
people of all countries in support of the people of these 
countries. 

The delegation of Soviet trade unions believes that 
the conference will unanimously approve the activities 
of the WFTU in defending trade union rights and die 
social economic interests of the working people of Asian 
countries, and approve the firm support given by the 
WFTU to the poor peoples in Asian countries defending 
their freedom and independence. 

The Second World Congress of Trade Unions held 
in Milan, Italy, in June-July, 1949, has once more con¬ 
firmed in its resolution of the reports on trade union 
activities in countries of Asia and Africa, Latin America 
and Australia, the principles which form the basis of 
the activities of the WFTU in colonial, semi-colonial and 
economically backward countries. 

These principles are: to put an end to the system of 
coiomal protectorates and of dependent territories as a 
sphere of economic exploitation; assist the people of 
these countries to realise self-governing rights and to 
attain complete national independence; develop trade 
union organisations in these countries irrespective of 
race, colour, nationality and belief and to establish labour 
legislation guaranteeing the safeguarding of interests of 
•the labouring people and their effective participation in 
formulating and implementing the economic policies in 
.these countries. 

The Soviet delegation does not doubt that the Trade 
Union Conference of Asian and Australasian Countries 
will approve and support these principles based on the 
vital demands of the labouring people of oppressed 
countries. 

From the reports and speeches of delegates we 
firmly believe that the WFTU has done a great deal in 
giving practical assistance to the trade unions of Asian 
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countries. The tasks of the trade union organisations 
of these countries have, however, increased greatly. 
This naturally demands that the leading organ o£ the 
WFTU pay special attention to the necessity of adopting 
more effective measures to assist the trade unions of 
Asian countries. 

For this reason the Soviet delegation proposes that 
the trade unions of Asian countries should be more 
widely drawn into the work of international unity of 
trade unions (WFTU Trade Departments): that various 
materials of the WFTU be printed in the languages of 
Asian countries; that the WFTU send a commission to 
India, Japan, Iran and South Korea to study the 
conditions of trade unions and render them assistance 
on the spot; that the Economic and Social Council of 
the United Nations Organisation should study the ques¬ 
tion of the necessity of restoring democracy and freedom, 
eliminating slave labour and abolishing anti-labour 
legislation and discrimination of colour, nationality, sex 
and religions belief in India, Iran, Japan, Indonesia, 
Burma, Malaya and South Korea. 

The constant and close contact between national 
trade union centres and departments of trade union 
organisations in Asian countries as well as their constant 
and close contact with the WFTU is the necessary con¬ 
dition for the success of all -their activities. With this 
in view, the Soviet delegation supports the proposal to 
establish a Liaison Bureau of the WFTU in Asia which 
should undertake to strengthen the ties between trade 
unions in Asian countries and the WFTU, to guarantee 
the mutual exchange of information, implementation of 
decisions of the leading organ of the WFTU, and assisting 
of national trade union centres of Asian countries. 

The Soviet delegation is convinced that the WFTU 
and all the national centres participating in the WFTU 
will more actively unfold their activities in uniting the 
strength of the working class and all working people in 
their struggle for peace, freedom and democratic rights 
of the peoples and,for improvement of the economic and 
social status. ' 

The trade unions of the Central Asian Republics 
will like all Soviet trade unions exert all efforts to 
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enhance friendly relations with the trade unions of 
foreign countries and to wage an active struggle with 
them for international unity of the working class, for 
further solidarity and consolidation of the strength of 
the great camp of peace and democracy against impe¬ 
rialist instigators of a new war, for the vital interests 
of the working people and for democracy and lasting 
peace in the world. 

Long live the international unity of the working 

pe ° P ling live the WFTU! 



EXTRACTS FROM SPEECH OF ADLIBISS, 


Chairman of the All-Mongolian Central Council 
of Trade Unions 


TI7ITH the success of the People’s Democratic revolu- 
" tion in 1921, under the leadership of the Mongolian 
People’s Revolutionary Party and with the fraternal 
help of the great Soviet peoples, the Mongolian people 
drove the foreign occupants out of their country, shook 
off the yoke of the exploiting class, declared the national 
independence — the Mongolian People’s Republic and 
established the people’s power. Thus a bright road to 
free development and happy life was opened to our 
people. 

Before the revolution, the social, political and cul¬ 
tural level of our people was very low. The majority 
of the population was illiterate. There were no schools 
for our children, no national industry and no scientific 
methods of cattle breeding. 

During the course of the years since the overthrow 
of the feudalists and capitalists, we have creater pur 
own industry which is accompanied with the growing 
and strengthening of the young working class. Unem¬ 
ployment, hunger and destitution are unknown to our 
country. 

Our people firmly believe in the possibility of esta¬ 
blishing file Socialist order under the leadership of the 
People’s Government and the Party headed by Marshal 
Choibalsan and with the help of the USSR and are 
striving with might and main for the establishment of 
Socialism in our country. 

Our Trade Union unites all the industrial workers, 
technicians, employees and intellectuals, irrespective of 
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their nationality, social status, religious and political 
opinion. It enjoys great prestige and authority among 
.all toiling-masses of our country because it is the widest 
mass organisation of the working class and is defending 
its vital interests. 

In developing people’s economy and national cul¬ 
ture, our Trade Union is the initiator of wide competi¬ 
tions among the workers and employees in the factoues, 
plants, trade part and State farm institutions. Ninety 
per cent of our working class participates in the 
competitions. 

The number of shock workers is growing up every 
year and in the past seven years has increased fifteen 
times. 

The best workers, technicians and initiators of fruit¬ 
ful nationalisation proposals are highly awarded orders 
and medals by the Government. More than twenty per 
cent of our trade union members are honoured with 
these high awards. 

Measures for the planned development of our 
people’s economy and culture were gradually introduced. 
Before 1948, they had been taken on the basis of a One- 
Year Plan in various departments; since 1948, our 
country has passed to the perspective planning for five 
years. 

On the first of January 1948, the first day of the 
Five-Year Plan, a group of shock workers overfulfilled 
their quota by one-thousand two hundred per cent. This 
is a brilliant example of the tide of labour enthusiasm 
in our country. 

For the purpose of mobilising the workers’ activity 
for the successful fulfilment of the Five-Year Plan, 
increasing productivity, improving quality and reducing 
costs of production, raising the workers’ cultural level 
and steadily bettering the workers’ living conditions, 
the trade unions of the Mongolian People’s Republic are 
arranging collective contracts between the administra¬ 
tions of factories and plants on the one hand and the 
trade union committees on the other. 

Before the signing of a collective contract, the 
workers’ proposals are extensively discussed, and it is 
on the basis of the adopted proposals thatthe collective 
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contract is ratified, signed by both sides and comes into 
effect. 

In the collective contracts, the administration of the 
enterprises pledges itself to improve the conditions of 
work, to provide sanitary and security installations, ta 
take care of the health of the workers and to give all 
opportunity for satisfying the cultural needs of the 
workers. 

The trade union committees pledge themselves to 
take care of machines, to economise materials, to carry 
out the plans, to allow no waste through defective pro* 
duction, to enforce discipline and enact the execution 
of the labour laws, to organise cultural work and provide 
recreation for the workers and so on. 

Our Trade Union is in full charge of social insurance. 
The right to control the fulfilment of all the measures 
for the improvement of the workers’ wellbeing is 
secured by the constitution and labour law. The trade 
unions receive from the State great social insurance 
funds, which are used to subsidise workers during tem¬ 
porary loss of capacity for work, illness, old age, preg¬ 
nancy and to provide rest and recreation for workers 
and employees. 

The eight-hour working day, six-day working week 
and annual vacation from three to four weeks with full 
pay for the workers have been established in our 
country. 

The system of child labour is prohibited. Since the 
first day of the victory of our revolution, we have applied 
the principle of equal pay for equal work for men and 
women workers. The wages of workers and employees 
increase every year. As a result of the constant 
increase of pay and reduction of prices of articles of 
common use, the real wages of the workers are going up. 

One of the greatest measures undertaken by the 
MPR Trade Union is the organisation of cultural rest 
for workers and employees. The number of health 
resorts, rest homes and restaurants of nourishing diet 
organised by the trade unions during the last six years 
has increased three times. In 1948, the number of per¬ 
sons enjoying paid rest increased seven times compared 
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with 1940. In 1949, the number of rest homes is still 
further increasing. 

Workers and employees during their temporary loss 
of capacity of work, can get full pay on presenting the 
hospital cards and when they retire because of old age 
or invalidity through work, they receive a pension. 

Pregnant women are given a vacation of forty-five 
days before and forty-five days after childbirth, with 
full pay and additional assistance for the rearing of the 
child. 

Expenditure for social insurance in 1949 has 
increased by 1.8 times as compared with 1940. The wor¬ 
kers and employees are entitled to use medical help, rest 
homes and sanatoria free of charge. 

The workers get a flat, heating, light and water supply 
from the factory or office where they work. Further¬ 
more, the enterprises have restaurants, shops, books, 
bath houses, hair-dressers, kindergartens and cultural 
institutions for the benefit of the workers. 

As a result of the successful application of labour 
security and on sanitation improvements, the number 
of accidents in the factories for the last seven years has 
been cut by half. 

In every factory and office, various kinds of lectures 
of discussions and book and newspaper reading groups 
are organised. There are also cinemas, concerts, red 
corners, reading halls and clubs. 

The Trade Union takes care of the physical training 
of the workers. Organisations and sections hafre been 
created for the voluntary practice of physical culture. 

The children of all workers have plenty of oppor¬ 
tunities for receiving free primary, technical and uni¬ 
versity education. In technical and high schools, the 
students are granted State stipends. 

The Trade Union is running evening classes of 
common education for the workers. More than two 
hundred of such classes, enrolling of over six thousand 
trade union members and workers, have been organised 
by the trade union organisations of the capital—Ula ix 
Bator. 

The Trade Union carries on educational work among 

p 4 
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the workers of different nationalities in their own langu¬ 
ages, such as Chinese and Kazakh. 

All the trade union organisations are formed on the 
basis of democratic centralism. Their governing bodies 
are democratically elected from bottom to top by the trad© 
union members and are responsible to them for their 
actions. 

The Mongolian Trade Union together with the pro¬ 
gressive people of mankind, supported the appeal of the 
World Committee of Cultural Workers Defending Peace 
and Women's International Democratic Federation to 
call the World Congress of Partisans of Peace, and has 
-taken an active part in its work. 

Our Trade Union delegation has taken an active 
part at the International Trade Union Conference of 
Leather and Shoe Industries, at the Trade Conference 
of Teachers and has joined the Trade Departments of 
the WFTU. 

Our Trade Union, together with all working masses 
of our country has answered with enthusiasm the appeal 
of the WFTU in favour of peace. The International Day 
of Peace on October 2 was widely celebrated by the 
workers of our country. Meetings took place in all 
the factories and offices at which the workers, employees 
And intellectuals proclaimed their determination to fight 
-for peace and democracy against the warmongers. In 
Ulan Bator alone, more than ten thousand persons were 
.present at the peace meetings. 

Recently the MPR Conference of Partisans of Peace 
took place. Twenty per cent of the delegates were 
representatives of the Trade Union. 

The trade union movement of the Mongolian 
People’s Republic, brought up in the spirit of inter¬ 
national cooperation, internationalism and friendship 
among peoples, assures you that it will loyally serve the 
cause of peace and friendship among peoples and the 
unity of the world working class, and will fulfil the 
pledge taken according to the constitution and decisions 
•of the World Federation of Trade Unions. 
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Presented by LI LI-SAN 


j^R. President and fellow delegates! 

Our long awaited Trade Union Conference of 
Asian and Australasian Countries, the convocation of 
which was decided at the First Congress of the World 
Federation of Trade Unions in 1945, has opened in the 
victorious Chinese people’s capital, Peking. This great 
conference of solidarity and victory will give a tremend¬ 
ous impetus to the labour movement and national libe¬ 
ration movements in Asia and Australasia. It is the 
fruit won under the leadership of the WFTU through 
years of continuous and uncompromising struggle con¬ 
ducted against the reactionary trade union leaders in 
the imperialist countries, Britain, the United States, 
France and the Netherlands—the splitters of the world 
labour movement. 

Therefore, on behalf of the All-China Federation of 
Labour, I first and foremost salute the World Federa¬ 
tion of Trade Unions, I salute the working class and 
peoples of all countries who struggle resolutely for a 
lasting peace and People’s Democracy. I salute the 
working class of Asia and Australasia who struggle 
courageously for their national and own liberation as 
well as their delegates who are present at this conference. 

Now I would like to take this opportunity to 
introduce to you briefly the experiences, lessons and 
present conditions of the Chinese labour movement. _ 
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1. VICTORY OF THE WORKING CLASS AND 
THE PEOPLE OF CHINA 

The Chinese working class and the people, under 
the leadership of the Communist Party of China, hasp- 
carried out long struggles for nearly 30 years. Through¬ 
out the four stages (the Great Revolution of 1925-27, the 
Agrarian Revolution of nearly ten years, the eight years’ 
Anti-Japanese War and the People’s Liberation War 
from 1946 up to the present) we have passed through 
tortuous and difficult paths, and have employed and 
coordinated, in different stages, various extremely com¬ 
plex methods of struggle and forms of organisation, 
legal and illegal, secret and open, sanguinary and non- 
sanguinary, peaceful and armed struggle, guerilla and 
regular warfare — so that now a nationwide victory has 
been fully won and the People’s Republic of China, led 
by the working class and based on the People’s Demo¬ 
cratic dictatorship, is established. 

How is it that the Chinese working class and the 
Chinese people could defeat the long and brutal reac¬ 
tionary rule of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucratic 
capitalism and win the victory in such a semi-colonial, 
semi-feudalistic and backward country? This is a ques-. 
tion many people want to ask urgently, particularly our 
friends in the colonial and semi-colonial countries which 
are still under the brutal imperialist rule. 

First, the Chinese working class could lead the 
revolution to victory because of the fact that the Chinese 
working class through ceaseless struggles won the sup¬ 
port of the broad masses of people and became the true 
leader of the Chinese people’s national liberation move¬ 
ment. The winning of this leading position was not only 
due to the fact that the working class has shown itself 
to be the bravest, firmest, most faithful, most thorough¬ 
going and unselfish fighter in the national liberation 
movement of the Chinese people against the rule of 
imperialism and its stooges, thereby gradually winuing 
the sincere and willing support of the broad masses of 
the people, but also because the Chinese working class 
has been skilful in using correct tactics, putting forward 
appropriate slogans and taking the initiative to unite 
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■with all the classes, political parties and groups, organi¬ 
sations and individuals who suffer from the oppression 
of imperialism and its lackeys, in forming a mighty 
national united front against them. In the first place, it 
united with the broad peasant masses in forming a firm 
alliance of workers and peasants. The Chinese working 
class realised that in a semi-feudalistic, backward 
country, the peasantry was its chief and most reliable 
ally, and firmly supported the peasantry’s demand for 
land reform and brought forward a revolutionary agra¬ 
rian programme. It won the support of the broad 
peasant masses and organised agrarian revolution strug¬ 
gles in which the broad peasant masses really participated. 

Had the Chinese working class not united closely 
with the peasants who constitute 80 per cent of the 
population, had it not put forward its revolutionary land 
programme to lead the peasants’ agrarian revolution 
and had it not secured the firm support of the whole 
peasantry, it would not have been able to emerge 
victorious in the war and the revolution. 

In the second place, it united with the broad masses 
of the petty-bourgeoisie in the cities, especially the 
revolutionary intelligentsia. In countries which sjjffer 
from imperialist and feudal oppression and which are 
culturally backward like China, the intelligentsia fre¬ 
quently plays an important role. It is not only the 
initiator and propagandist of an anti-imperialist, anti- 
feudal • ideology but is also frequency vanguards 
of the revolutionary movement. The working class 
should pay special attention to uniting this revolution¬ 
ary force though attention should be paid to taking 
precautions against the tendencies of hastiness, flighti¬ 
ness, running to extremes and adventurism etc., inherent 
in its class so that it cannot affect the whole revolutionary 
movement. 

Finally, the Chinese working class could build up 
the mighty national united front and establish its lead¬ 
ership in the national united front because it found the 
correct policy in dealing with the Chinese national 
bourgeoisie differentiating the national bourgeoisie 
which opposed imperialism from the compradore 
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bourgeoisie which has capitulated to imperialism* 
not opposing the national bourgeoisie as a national 
enemy but treating it as an ally in the national 
liberation movement, and adopting the policy of 
both uniting and struggling but mainly uniting 
with it* This is because, generally speaking, although 
the national bourgeoisie in a country like China has 
many connections with imperialism, feudalism and 
bureaucratic capitalism, it has at the same time suffered 
by fettering, exclusion and restriction. That is why, 
although the national bourgeoisie is prone to wavering 
and compromising in the national liberation movement, 
it has been possible to unite with it and win it over to 
the side of the revolutionary masses of the people while 
the struggles against imperialism, feudalism and bureau¬ 
cratic capitalism were going on. In this connection, 
it is required of the working class on the one hand to 
be skilful in using tactics of winning it over and uniting 
with it, while on the other hand, to be skilful at all 
times in exposing and opposing its wavering, com¬ 
promising and even designs of betrayal by a certain part 
of it. The working class must firmly oppose national 
capitulationism in the national united front, and at the 
same time oppose class capitulationism in its own ranks* 
Only thus can it establish its firm leadership in the 
national liberation movement. This is the first reason 
why the Chinese working class has led the revolution and 
won victory. 

The second reason why the Chinese working class 
has led the revolution to victory is due to its grasp of 
the teaching of Comrade Stalin that “the characteristic 
and merit of the Chinese revolution is that it is an armed 
revolution against armed counter-revolution.” After 
the failure of the first Great Revolution of 1925-27, many 
activists of the Chinese working class left the cities 
under the white terror for the countryside to set in 
motion the struggle of agrarian revolution of the broad 
peasant masses against the landlords. In doing so they 
built up numerous small armed forces and set up gue¬ 
rilla bases which were developed and consolidated in 
the long period of guerilla warfare lasting for about 20 
years until they grew into the powerful People’s Libe- 



ration Army of today, with the highest political con¬ 
sciousness and the best discipline, and finally attained 
victory in overthrowing the reactionary regime and 
liberating the whole country. Since that time, the 
Chinese working class has taken special care in building 
the armed troops under its leadership and in supporting 
these troops and the guerilla warfare. 

In the areas where the revolutionary regime was 
set up, the workers strove to develop production move¬ 
ments, especially military production, to support the 
armed struggle at the front. In the enemy-occupied 
cities, the workers preserved and accumulated their 
strength while secretly, absolutely secretly, managing 
to support the revolutionary troops, for instance, by 
sending their outstanding elements, particularly the 
activists who were exposed and could no longer stay in 
the cities, to join the revolutionary troops in the gue¬ 
rilla areas. In this way, the leadership of the working 
f>1ass in the revolutionary troops was strengthened while 
the revolutionary cadres were preserved. It was later- 
borne out by facts that the great majority who were 
sent to the guerilla areas-were preserved while the great- 
majority of those who should not have remained but 
inad visably remained behind in the cities under the 
white terror were sacrificed. The great majority of 
cadres, who were preserved in the cities, came up during 
the past 15 years. 

When in its victorious development the People’s 
Liberation Army was about to take a city, the workers 
fought to protect their factories against the enemy’s 
designs to remove or destroy them and used all means 
to help and support the attack of the People’s Libera¬ 
tion Army. And as soon as the Liberation Army entered' 
a city, the workers exerted efforts in resuming produc¬ 
tion and restoring all the communications and water and 
electricity supplies to support the further advance of the 
Liberation Army. 

Through protracted struggles, the Chinese working 
<-1a«g has acquired, from its experiences and lessons 
learned through bloodshed, the knowledge that in a semi¬ 
colonial and semi-feudal country like China, the working 
rings definitely cannot fundamentally better its status 



56 


and livelihood, not to speak of winning a revolutionary 
victory like that of today, without building a revolutionary 
army under its own leadership and waging a revolu¬ 
tionary war against the rule of imperialism and its 
lackeys,without the support of broad masses of the people. 

But on the other hand, in the areas where the ruling 
fortes of imperialism and its lackeys were concentrated, 
especially in the cities where the enemy was strong and 
where armed struggles could not be conducted and 
when the revolutionary movement was at its low ebb, 
the policy of lying low with a compact organisation and 
accumulating strength was adopted by the labour move¬ 
ment so as to wait for the ripe moment. This was the 
policy against the then existing tendency of desperatism 
and adventurism in order to avoid fighting pitched bat¬ 
tles with the enemy under unfavourable conditions. 
Work was then carried on by making use of the smallest 
possibilities of legal and open activity, by secretly join¬ 
ing the yellow trade unions, including even the Kuo- 
mintang reactionary trade union organisation and all 
other legal organisations, and by making use of every 
minute contradiction in the enemy ranks to organise 
and educate the working masses, to lead them in the 
day to day minor struggles for the improvement of their 
living conditions, no matter how small the improvement 
might be, so as to gain the leadership of these legal 
organisations, and finally, when the suitable opportuni¬ 
ties present themselves, to organise movements of a 
broad mass character by making use of these legal 
organisations with great vigilance and resourcefulness 
to further the high tide of the revolutionary struggle. 

All these legal activities and open struggles, of 
course, had to be conducted in various forms and through 
various contacts, so that they might be carried out under 
an absolutely secret Communist organisation. In this 
way, legal struggles were combined with revolutionary' 
secret work, thus accumulating revolutionary strength 
for the ripe moment when the workers would be called 
upon to collaborate with the People’s Liberation Army 
in occupying the city. This w£s the .main direction of 
work in the cities before the victory of the revolution. 

For quite a long time, because we did not realise 
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the fact that, under the rule of fascist white terror in 
a semi-colonial and semi-feudalistic country like China, 
revolutionary trade union organisations and revolution¬ 
ary struggles had no legal protection whatever, 
■we did not know how to organise proper defence 
and retreat on the occasions when the movement 
met with setbacks; on the contrary, we adven¬ 
turously organised offensives and openly orga¬ 
nised workers’ strikes and demonstrations and even 
armed struggle. As a result, the revolutionary organi¬ 
sations and revolutionary forces in the cities suffered 
severe damage and destruction, resulting in terrific 
losses and at one time even leading to the destruction 
of practically all organisations of the Party and revolu- 
lutionary mass organisations by the enemy. I myself 
have committed serious mistakes on this question and 
therefore feel deeply about this historical lesson. 

Later on, owing to the correct leadership of Comrade 
Mao Tse-tung and Comrade Liu Shao-chi, who sternly 
criticised this mistake of “Left” adventurism, we found 
the correct direction and the correct method of combin¬ 
ing open and secret work, and, after 15 years of strenu¬ 
ous efforts, attained great achievements in the work 
in the cities; thus enabling our army to obtain strong 
support from the broad masses of workers in liberating 
the cities as they do today. In the experiences of China, 
Right opportunism was also opposed and this occurred 
during the two periods of united front with the Kuo- 
mintang. The tendencies of legalism and liquidationism 
were also opposed and they occurred during the early 
period after the failure of the first Great Revolution. 
But this mistake of Right deviation did not exist long 
as an ideological trend and was soon overcome. But 
just after this Right deviation was overcome there 
occurred a Left adventuristic deviation which endangered 
the Party for a long time, causing greater losses to the 
Party. It was only after this Left adventuristic devia¬ 
tion was completely overcome that the movement took 
the correct track and advanced smoothly to attain final 
victory. 

The third and most, fundamental reason why the 
Chinese working class has led the revolution to victory 



is the fact that the Chinese labour movement has always 
been under the leadership of the Communist Party of 
China. The Chinese labour movment and trade union 
organisations grew up only after the birth of the Com¬ 
munist Party. Therefore, the Chinese labour movement 
was from its very beginning under the leadership of the-* 
Communist Party of China and accepted the theoretical 
guidance of Marxism-Leninism, Therefore, the Com¬ 
munist Party of China enjoys a great prestige among the 
Chinese working class and has the support of the broad 
masses of the people. The Communist Party of China 
enjoys such a great prestige among the Chinese working 
class and broad masses because it has after traversing 
long tortuous paths, grasped and mastered the theory of 
Marxism-Leninism and become skilful in using this 
theory to analyse the concrete and objective conditions 
in every stage, in deciding upon the correct strategy, in 
dexterously employing tactics, changing the methods of 
struggle and form of organisation according to the change 
in the objective situation, so that the greatest successes 
were achieved by the mass revolutionary movement with 
the smallest sacrifices. 

Within the Chinese Communist Party, a struggle 
was conducted on two fronts against Right opportunism 
and Left adventurism. In particular, the dogmatism of 
mechanically transplanting foreign experiences regard¬ 
less of the concrete objective conditions was overcome 
while the empiricism which was reluctant to accept the 
guidance of the revolutionary theory was rectified. In 
this way the Party grasped the truth: “Marxism is not 
a dogma but a guide to revolutionary action,” and thus 
obtained the leadership of Mao Tse-tung’s ideology 
which unites Marxist-Leninist theory with practice in 
China. The banner of Mao Tse-tung thus became the 
banner of liberation and victory of the Chinese working 
class and all the Chinese people. 

These are the conditions at home leading to the 
victory of the Chinese revolution. But with simply these 
conditions there could be no victory, which must also 
have favourable international conditions. And they are 
the existence of the Socialist Soviet Union and the 
sympathy and support of the Soviet Union and the world 
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■working class. The victory of the Russian October 
Socialist Revolution pointed out to the Chinese working 
class the road to liberation and gave them great inspira¬ 
tion and encouragement. The victory of the Anti-Fascist 
Second World War led by the Soviet Union resulted in 
the defeat of the German-Italian-Japanese fascist bloc 
and the establishment of the various New Democracies 
in East Europe, and inspired the heroic struggles of the 
working class in the West and of the oppressed nations 
in the East. The main attention of the imperialists was 
drawn to Europe, thereby enabling China to break 
through the imperialist front in the East, to defeat the 
reactionary rule of American imperialism and its run¬ 
ning dog Chiang Kai-shek, and win a complete victory. 
Just as Chairman Mao Tse-tung said: 

“Had there been no Soviet Union, had there been 
no victory in the anti-fascist Second World War, had 
Japanese imperialism not been defeated (which is 
particularly important for us), had there been no Peo¬ 
ple’s Democracies in Europe, had there been no 
growing struggle of the oppressed countries of the 
East, had there been no struggle of the masses in the 
United States. Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Japan 
and other capitalist countries against the ruling reac¬ 
tionary cliques—had none of these factors existed, then 
the pressure of the international reactionary forces 
would of course have been much stronger than it is 
today. Would we have been able to achieve victory 
in these circumstances? Of course, not. So too it 
would have been impossible to consolidate victory after 
it had been achieved.” 

Allow us therefore to express here our gratitude 
and respect to the working class of the Soviet Union! 
Our gratitude and respect to the working class of the 
whole world! Our gratitude and respect to the great 
teacher of the world working class—Stalin! 

These are the reasons why the Chinese working 
class and the Chinese people have won victory in the 
revolution. A study of these reasons, a study of the 
experiences and lessons of the Chinese revolution, is of 
great practical significance not only to the Chinese 
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workers, but also to every worker abroad, particularly 
to the workers of the Asiatic countries still under impe¬ 
rialist oppression — this is a fact which needs no 
explanation. 

2. THE PRESENT SITUATION OF THE 
CHINESE LABOUR MOVEMENT 

a) Chinese trade union organisations are rapidly 
growing. At the time of the convocation of the Sixth 
AU-China Labour Congress in August 1948, there were 
2,830,000 trade union members all over the country 
under the leadership of the All-China Federation of 
Labour. 

During the past year, with the rapid development 
of the People’s War of Liberation throughout the country, 
trade union organisations developed rapidly. For 
instance, of the 1,200,000 workers in Shanghai nearly 
710,000 have joined trade union organisations, and nearly 
200,000 of the 400,000 workers in Tientsin have joined 
trade unions. In all districts and cities, trade unions 
are also being established and expanded one after 
another. 

The All-China Federation of Labour plans to 
organise fundamentally the workers, first the industrial 
workers, of the whole country in about one year’s time. 
Before May next year national industrial unions will be 
established in the ten industrial departments of railway, 
seamen, postal service, tele-communications, metal, 
textile, fuel, food, publication, and culture and educa¬ 
tion, in order to lead the workers of the whole country 
more effectively to take an active part in the great tasks 
of building up the New China. 

b) The labour movement in various large cities 
after liberation: The special feature of the Chinese 
revolution is not the occupation of the cities through the 
uprising of the urban workers, but the seizure of the 
cities after the extermination of enemy forces by the 
People’s Liberation Army. Therefore, whenever a city 
is liberated and the working class has changed from its 
former brutally oppressed position as a slave into the 
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master of society and the State enjoying all free and 
democratic rights, the primary task of the trade unions 
is to educate the workers, arouse their class conscious¬ 
ness, and organise them to cooperate in t aking over the 
enterprises orginally in the hands of bureaucratic 
capital. 

First and foremost, it must be explained to the 
working masses that the working class, after liberation, 
is the master of the State and society and the master of 
State enterprises. They must be called on to organise 
at once their shop stewards’ councils, elect representa¬ 
tives to participate, together with the taking-over per¬ 
sonnel of the People’s Government, in the tasks of taking 
over and examining inventories, and further carry out 
the work of organising trade unions. In this way, the 
work of the taking over of bureaucratic capitalist enter¬ 
prises can be quickly and systematically fulfilled in a 
planned and organised maimer. The workers also devise 
many ways to overcome difficulties and speedily resume 
production. 

State enterprises are the property of the People’s 
State. For the purpose of enhancing the sense of res¬ 
ponsibility among the workers as masters of the State 
and publicly-owned enterprises, we have adopted the 
system of democratic factory administration within these 
enterprises, applying the policy of depending on all the 
workers and employees to run the factories and enter¬ 
prises officially, absorbing workers to take part m the 
control of production and establishing the organisation 
of factory administration committees headed by the 
factory manager and participated in by representatives 
elected from the workers and the staff—thus transform¬ 
ing former bureaucratic capitalist enterprises into new 
democratic enterprises. 

With the new attitude of masters, the workers are 
happily and consciously labouring, thereby ^ greatly 
increasing the efficiency of production. For instance, 
the output of 42 of the publicly-owned factories taken 
over by the People’s Government in Tientsin, up to June 
this year, was 50 to 85 per cent more than that in the 
.reactionary Kuomintang period. After the workers 
participated in factory administration, large numbers of 



62 


capable workers have been promoted to be cadres for 
the control of production. 

In private enterprises, after the liberation of each 
city, waves of workers’ struggles immediately ensued. 
As the capitalists lost the support of the reactionary 
regime, they could not but make concessions to the 
demands of the masses. As a result, the former feudal 
oppression suffered by the workers has, in general, been 
obliterated, while the position of the workers has been 
greatly raised and their livelihood generally improved. 

However, the demands of the workers were some¬ 
times too high. Their actions and forms of struggle 
were in some cases inordinate. This resulted in the 
closing down of some enterprises, stoppage of produc¬ 
tion, and the passive running away of the capitalists; 
these are deterimental to the paramount interests of the 
resumption and development of production. 

Therefore, right from the beginning, we carried out 
education on the policy of developing production and 
benefiting both labour and capital among the working 
masses in the private enterprises, so as to correct the 
“Left” deviation of excess which is detrimental to the 
long range interests of the working class. Our policy 
of benefiting both labour and capital is fundamentally 
different from die policy of cooperation between labour 
and capital of the social-reformists in Western Europe. 
Labour-capital cooperation of the Social-Democratic 
parties is a reformist policy adopted under the bourgeois 
Governments for the purpose of deceiving the workers 
and maintaining the rule of these bourgeois Governments. 

Our present policy of benefiting both labour and 
capital is adopted under the New Democratic Govern¬ 
ment for the purpose of rehabilitating and developing 
production to consolidate the regime which is led by the 
working class. The principal method to realise this 
policy is the signing of collective contracts between 
labour and capital in various trades containing provi¬ 
sions on working conditions and the rights and obliga¬ 
tions of both labour and capital, etc. This changes fixe 
former relation in which labour was completely under 
the slavish oppression of capital into a relation* in which 
contracts are signed on an equal footing. 
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When disputes occur even after the signing of -such 
collective contracts, they have first to go through nego¬ 
tiations on a footing of equality based on the contract. 
If the negotiations then fail, the Labour Bureau of the 
People’s Government solves the disputes through 
mediation or arbitration. 

In the process of drawing up collective contracts 
between labour and capital, labour unions in private 
enterprises are also rapidly developing and being 
strengthened. 

c) The present wage system: Under the New Demo¬ 
cratic Government, the wage system in State enterprises 
is based on the principles of “pay according to work 
done”, and “more work, more pay”. We oppose “equali- 
tarianism” and adopt various methods and systems of 
awards to encourage technical progress and labour initia¬ 
tive. At the same time, we guarantee the workers 
minimum living standards, and couple the improvement 
of workers’ livelihood with the development of production. 

It was decided by the Sixth Labour Congress that 
the minimum wage of ,an ordinary worker should be 
sufficient for him to maintain the living of two persons, 
including himself. Wages were calculated in kind so 
as to ensure that the real income of the workers would 
not be affected by the fluctuation of commodity prices. 
The principle of equal pay for equal work is applied to 
women and juvenile workers. 

In the newly liberated cities at present, the method 
of fundamentally maintaining “former position, former 
pay” is adopted temporarily in order to guarantee the 
systematic and complete taking over of State and public 
enterprises. As to the unreasonable wage system under 
the Kuomintang rule, only initial adjustments are made. 
Therefore, generally speaking, the present wage system 
is still very confusing and unreasonable. The Committee 
of Finance and Economics of the Central People’s Gov¬ 
ernment and the All-China Federation of Labour are 
jointly studying the drawing up of a national unified 
wage system in order to facilitate the development of 
production. 

d) Labour insurance and welfare work: Under the 
oppression of feudalism, imperialism and bureaucratic 



64 


capitalism, the Chinese working class had not the least 
protection.' China never had any national labour insu¬ 
rance system whatever and workers never received the 
slightest relief from the State in the event of disability, 
injury, sickness or death. 

After the establishment of the present People’s 
Government, the adoption of a proper labour law for 
the protection of workers has become a very pressing 
task. The general principle for the realisation of 
national labour insurance was passed among the resolu¬ 
tions of the Sixth Labour Congress. 

In accordance*-with this principle, the “Wartime 
Labour Insurance Regulations” promulgated by the 
Administrative Committee of North-east China in Dec¬ 
ember 1948, provide that all public enterprises are to 
pay a monthly labour insurance fund contribution 
equivalent to three per cent of the total amount of 
wages. In addition, medical treatment of workers, an d 
wages during the period when they are injured or sick 
are to be paid by the enterprises concerned and not 
from the insurance fund. 

Statistics for July this year showed that' in the 
seven big industrial departments, . railways, mines, 
arsenal, military supplies, postal and tele-communica¬ 
tions, electricity and textiles, in North-east China alone, 
the number of workers and their relatives who benefited 
by labour insurance reached over one million. There 
were besides 333 workers’ hospitals and sanatoria with 
2,316 doctors and nurses. Twenty-one nurseries, child 
welfare institutions, homes for the disabled, etc., were 
under construction. Certain enterprises in other libe¬ 
rated areas have also made plans modelled on such lines 
and are beginning to carry them out. For instance, in 
Tientsin alone, 230,000 workers and employees are 
benefiting from the welfare establishments of the trade 
unions. 

Labour protection and welfare work in New China 
were gradually instituted under difficult conditions of 
war and rehabilitating production. They will be carded 
out and expanded step by step on a national scale with 



the complete victory of the war of liberation and the 
development of reconstruction work. 

e) Political, cultural and educational work: As the 
cultural standard of the broad masses of the Chinese 
people is generally very low, over 50 per cent of the 
working masses are illiterate. Furthermore, they were 
for quite a long period under the deceitful propaganda 
of imperialism and Kuomintang reaction. Therefore, 
the carrying out of general political, cultural and techni¬ 
cal education among the working masses and the close 
linking up of this education with the raising of produc¬ 
tion have become important day-to-day tasks of our trade 
unions. 

In the initial stage after the liberation of a city, we 
employ the method of holding big classes and organising 
short-term training classes to conduct wide-spread edu¬ 
cation on policy and class consciousness among the 
short-term training classes to conduct widespread edu¬ 
cation policy and class consciousness among the 
working masses. This has brought about great results 
in raising the consciousness of the working class. 

To ensure that workers can receive education in 
their spare time, the People's Government has stipu¬ 
lated that the administration in every enterprise and 
factory should earmark a sum equivalent to 1.5 per cent 
of the total wage for the trade unions as the cultural 
and educational fund of the workers, and should provide 
the trade unions with various facilities for educational 
work. 

Trade unions and Governments in different places 
are setting up all kinds of workers’ schools and training 
courses according to plan. According to incomplete data 
in July this year, there were in Manchuria alone at 
that time 998 schools and training courses with an enrol¬ 
ment of 325,957 workers. In addition, there were 
workers' political colleges, and workers' cadre schools 
for advanced education. Technical schools for various 
important industries such as railways, mines, postal and 
tele-communications, electricity and textiles were run 
by the Government with subsidies for students who are 
workers. The technical personnel thus brought up will 
play a great part in the construction of New China. 



In addition, spare time study for workers is univer¬ 
sally carried out in the form of broadcasts, eve ning 
schools, lectures, discussions, study groups, libraries, 
classes for the liquidation of illiteracy, blackboard news¬ 
papers, and by organising all kinds of cultural and 
recreational activities to carry out mass education among 
the workers. For example, according to incomplete 
data for July this year, in 99 State and public-owned 
factories and seven private factories in Mukden, there 
were 69 radio programmes for the workers, 564 lite¬ 
rary and correspondence groups, 213 theatrical and 
Yangko groups with 16,979 participants, 181 basketball 
teams, and 47 clubs. Of five industrial unions in 
Tientsin, more than 20,000 workers are participating 
in cultural and recreational activities. 

The working class after liberation is enjoying a 
cultural life which was formerly completely denied to 
it by the ruling class. 

3. CHINA’S LABOUR MOVEMENT AND THE 
WORLD LABOUR MOVEMENT 

The Chinese working class has not only always 
struggled for the independence and democracy of the 
Chinese nation, but always upheld the principle of 
solidarity and unity with the workers of the whole 
world. It has taken part in the founding of the World 
Federation of Trade Unions, and resolutely supported 
all its decisions and proposals and firmly opposed the 
blacklegs who undermine the world labour movement. 

, The Chinese working class, uniting with the people 
■of the whole country, resolutely supports the sacred 
struggles in defence of world peace and People’s Demo¬ 
cracy headed by the Soviet Union; it resolutely opposes 
the policy of aggression headed by American imperial¬ 
ism, opposes racial discrimination and oppression of 
nations, as well as the intrigues of die remnant fascist 
elements plotting for a new war. 

On October 2, the International Day of Struggle for 
Peace this year, that is, the day following the birth of the 
Central People’s Government of the Chinese People’s 
Republic, our whole nation held huge demonstrations 
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with unprecedented enthusiasm in defence of world 
peace and democracy. In Shanghai, the masses participat¬ 
ing in the demonstration numbered one million while 
in Tientsin they numbered 300,000. Gigantic demon¬ 
strations and parades were also held in other large cities. 
This indicated that the Chinese working class and the 
Chinese people wholeheartedly support the common 
cause of the working class and peoples of the world. 

The Chinese working class cherishes boundless 
sympathy and concern for their fellow workers of Asia 
and Australasia who are still under the brutal oppres¬ 
sion of imperialism and will render them all possible 
fraternal assistance. The Chinese working class has 
always been educated by the Communist Party of China 
in internationalism and will certainly always r emain 
true to internationalism and fulfil all its duties. 


4. TASKS OF‘THE CHINESE LABOUR MOVEMENT 

After attaining victory in the people’s revolution, 
the Chinese working class has become the leading class 
of the State power; its responsibilities have become 
heavier than ever before. If the working class is to play 
the central and leading role in political, economic and 
cultural reconstruction, it must first and foremost orga¬ 
nise itself, raise its own class consciousness, and become 
the most conscious, best organised and best disciplined 
force. It must turn the trade union organisations into 
schools of New Democracy in which the workers learn 
to administer the State and factory in order to struggle 
for the construction of an independent, democratic, 
unified, peaceful, prosperous and strong New China. 

In view of this, the central tasks of the Chinese 
labour movement in the future should be based on the 
following. 

(1) Organising and leading the workers in striving 
for the rehabilitation and development of production is 
the highest task of the working class. It is also the most 
fundamental task of the Chinese trade unions. In public 
enterprises, trade unions should do their utmost to 
enhance the sense of responsibility of the working class 
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in production emulations, give full play to workers* 
enthusiasm, educate the workers to observe labour 
discipline, to take care of public property and strictly 
carry out an economy movement, in order to raise the 
productivity of labour, improve products and lower the 
costs of production, so that the State may accumulate 
more capital to develop production. 

In private enterprises, they must also correctly carry 
out the policy of benefiting both labour and capital in 
order to attain the goal of developing production. In 
this way, the national wealth will be increased and the 
industrialisation of the country stepped up so as to 
prepare the material conditions for passing into Socialism. 

(2) Trade unions must be the pillars of the People’s- 
Democratic regime. Now that the Central People’s 
Government led by the working class has been esta¬ 
blished, the trade unions should organise and educate the 
masses through concrete actions and set an example in 
abiding hy the law so as to reform and exercise super¬ 
vision over those who do not faithfully carry out the 
laws of the State; oppose the sabotage and disturbances 
caused by Kuomintang agents; and ensure “implement¬ 
ing of every order issued” through the support of the 
broad masses for the State. 

At the same time they should gradually select and 
send the best worker cadres to participate in the work 
of government organs at all levels so as to consolidate 
the leadership of the government by the working class 
and to overcome gradually the bureaucratic working 
style in the government organs. 

(3) Trade unions should protect the interests of 
the working class and struggle for the improvement of 
the livelihood of the workers. Trade unions should first 
of all draw up labour protection laws, such as labour 
insurance laws and factory laws, and submit them for 
approval by the Central People’s Government. Toge¬ 
ther with the financial and economic departments of the 
Government, they should jointly draw up a nationwide 
unified wage system on the basis of “pay according to 
work done”, so as to protect the essential minimum 
living standard of the workers and stimulate the deve¬ 
lopment of production. 
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At the same time, they should in the public enter¬ 
prises oppose the bureaucratic misrepresentation of the 
State laws, while in private enterprises they should oppose 
excessive exploitation of the workers by the capitalists 
'in violation of the law. Whenever possible, they should 
undertake all kinds of welfare work, such as improving 
medical and sanitary facilities, organising the dependents 
of the workers for*'production cooperatives, kindergar¬ 
tens, mutual help savings, in order to alleviate the 
difficulties of the workers and better their living 
conditions. 

(4) Trade unions should intensify the work of 
political, cultural and technical education. They should 
draft measures and request the People’s Government to 
provide the workers with various facilities and priorities 
of education. Apart from this, they should strive to 
conduct spai e time education and popularise political, 
cultural and technical classes, and promote workers’ 
cultural, athletic, and recreational activities, so as to 
raise gradually the political, cultural and technical level 
of the workers, and bring up all kinds of-cadres to parti¬ 
cipate in government and economic administrative 
organs; simultaneously, the trade unions should streng¬ 
then education on internationalism among die working 
masses, especially the study of experiences of the wor¬ 
kers of the Soviet Union, and also of all the resolutions 
and directives of the WFTU, so that the Chinese working 
class may become staunch fighters of internationalism. 

(5) In order to fulfil the above-mentioned colossal 
tasks, the Chinese trade unions should first of all orga¬ 
nise, expand and consolidate their own organisations; 
this requires them to overcome all forms of closed-door 
policy, to spare no effort in increasing trade union mem¬ 
bership so that they may gradually become true mass 
organisations comprising all the employed workers of 
the country. 

At present, in conformity with the need for nation¬ 
wide, unified planning in the fields of political and 
economic construction, the All-China .Federation of 
Labour should centre its work on the establishment of 
national industrial unions. At the same time, it should 
strengthen its leadership over the regional trade unions 
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especially over the trade union organisations of big cities, 
because the practical trade union work at the lower 
levels in factories and enterprises can only be well 
established through the leadership of these regional trade 
union organisations. 

Moreover, in order to have sound trade union acti¬ 
vities, we must absolutely rectify the system of appoint¬ 
ments from above and merely issuing* orders, by carrying 
out elections of all trade union cadres and absorbing 
every trade union member to participate in trade union 
work voluntarily and consciously, so that the broad 
masses of members feel that the trade unions are really 
their own organisations. Only thus can the trade unions, 
enjoy great prestige among the working masses and 
fulfil the colossal tasks of organising and leading the 
vast working masses to participate in State, economic 
and cultural reconstruction. 

Comrades! Because the Chinese revolutionary war 
has not yet ended, because all kinds of reconstruction 
work are still in their initial stages, and because impe¬ 
rialism and the remnant reactionaries within our country 
are still putting up their dying struggle, trying to obstruct 
the progress of the liberation work of the Chinese people 
by means of blockade and destruction, there are still\ 
many, difficulties in the way of the advance of the 
Chinese working class. 

Nevertheless, we firmly believe that the Chinese 
working class, under the leadership of the Chinese Com¬ 
munist Party and Chairman Mao Tse-tung, will, with the 
the most resolute, heroic and militant spirit, unite with 
the people of the whole country to surmount all difficul¬ 
ties and advance steadily toward the goal of Socialism. 

There still exist serious defects in the trade union 
work in China. In the first place, the workers organised 
in the trade unions comprise but a small portion of the 
working class. Trade union organisations are still not 
sound enough. All measures for the protection and 
betterment of the workers’ living conditions are still in 
their initial stages, and in particular systematic measures 
for participation in the State and economic construction 
are still lacking. Such grave defects must be overcome 
before we can advance. 
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We earnestly hope that our brothers of the working 
class of all countries, especially the great working class 
of the Soviet Union that has had 30 years of experience 
in reconstruction work, and the All-Union Central 
Council of Trade'Unions, and the highest leading organ 
of workers in the world, the WFTU, will give us frater¬ 
nal help and instruction, so that we may quickly over¬ 
come our weaknesses and fulfil the huge task that we 
must accomplish:, the construction of a strong New 
Democratic China so that the camp of world peace and 
democracy will be further reinforced. All the impe¬ 
rialist plots for a new war will then* go completely 
bankrupt, and the lasting peace and People’s Democracy 
of mankind and the victory of the national liberation 
movement of all the oppressed peoples will then be 
ensured. 

. Lpng live the solidarity of the working class of Asia 
and Australasia! 

Long live the World Federation of Trade Unions! 

Proletariat of the world, unite! 



Extracts From Report On The Trade Union 
Movement In South Korea 


Presented hy B AK SE YENG 


T ODAY, the American imperialist subjugation of 
South Korea, where our Federation carries on its 
activities, is growing more serious daily. The country’s 
industry is entirely destroyed and the people are hungry, 
while a brutal fascist terrorist dictatorship, which could 
hardly be found even under Hitler, is being forced upon 
the people. 

The number of factories and mills in South Korea 
which amounted to over 10,000 in 1943, dropped to 4,500 
in March 1947, and their output in 1946 was only 26.4 
per cent of that of 1939. Even in the district of Young 
Deung Po, Seoul, where industry is most developed in 
South Korea, the factories in operation are only 5 per 
cent of the existing number. 

The number of workers in industry, mining and 
transportation which amounted to 356,000 in 1946, 
dropped to 150,000 in 1947, and recently this figure has 
dropped further. According to figures published by the 
puppet Government, “there are today over 3,000,000 
unemployed and semi-unemployed, whose number 
amounted to over 1,000,000 by November 1945,” cor¬ 
responding to one-sixth of the entire population of South 
Korea. 

The American imperialists and their henchmen, the 
traitorous Syngham Rhee clique, have changed South 
Korea into a large butchery. More than 100,000 patriots 
were massacred because they wanted unity and freedom. 
Innocent people were arrested and shot without any 
investigation or trial. The suppression of the labour 
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movement is growing worse. The enemies uncondition- 
ally ^ estj imprison end massacre even ordinary mem* 
bers of the Federation, not to mention their leaders 
Many members have been jailed and massacred. 

The delegation of the World Federation of Trade 
Unions headed by Comrade Louis Saillant, after visiting 
South Korea in March 1947, widely exposed this miser¬ 
able situation to the world stating that “such a situation 
cannot be found in any place in the world except in 
Greece.” The situation has become worse today. 

Despite enemy oppression, the workers of South 
Korea are conducting together with the entire people, 
a valiant struggle against the' enemy. The series of 
struggles beginning with the people’s uprising of October, 
1946, have always been struggles in which millions of 
South Korean people from every walk of life have taken 
part. In these struggles, the workers rallying under 
our Federation always played the leading role, valiantly 
in the forefront. The self-sacrificing and heroic strug¬ 
gles of the South Korean workers was one of the 
important factors bringing about the mobilisation of the 
South Korean people to participate in the broad and 
extensive struggles of today. 

By October 30, 1948, 252,026 workers had joined the 
Federation, which set itself the following targets: First 
and foremost, to struggle against the American impe¬ 
rialist aggressive policy in Korea and for the downfall 
of their henchmen, the traitorous Syngham Rhee and 
drive out immediately the “United Nations Korea Com¬ 
mission” from South Korea. 

The Federation keeps on fighting for the expulsion 
of the traitorous Syngham Rhee clique and for the 
realisation of Korea’s peaceful unity as explained to the 
entire people by the Democratic Patriotic Unity Front 
at the end of June this year. The Federation also wages 
an unceasing struggle for improving the living conditions 
of the workers and against terrorism and massacre 
carried out among the working class and the people who 
render assistance to the peasants’ land reform and 
strengthen the people’s guerilla warfare. The Federa¬ 
tion also fights to expose all strategems of the traitorous 
Syngham Rhee clique to split the workers of South 
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Korea. It also fights for the maintenance and strength* 
ening of working class unity at home. 

I am firmly convinced that the struggle waged by 
the South Korean Federation will certainly gain your 
wholehearted support and approval for this is closely 
connected with the worldwide struggle for democracy 
and peace. 

On behalf of the working class of Korea, I hope the 
conference, the WFTU and the delegations of all coun¬ 
tries present here will seriously consider the struggle of 
the people for ending the American oppression and. 
interference, and I request the delegation of all countries 
to ask all the workers of each country to oppose the 
oppressive actions of the U.S. Government in South 
Korea. I request the delegates from India, the Philip¬ 
pines and Australia to launch a powerful campaign 
against the sending of representatives by these countries 
to participate in the “United Nations Korea Commission.” 

The South Korea Federation of Trade Unions is 
firmly convinced that the formation of a WFTU Liaison 
Bureau for Asia will contribute greatly to the mainten¬ 
ance of peace and security in Asia. 



Extracts From Report On The Woijmig Class 
Struggle In North Korea 

Presented by CHOI HO-MIN 


r OMRADES, On behalf of the North Korean 

Federation of Trade Unions and the entire workers 
and clerks of North Korea, I convey to you and the 
workers of all countries represented by you warm 
fraternal greetings. At the same time, I offer my hearty 
congratulations to the heroic Chinese working class, 
who have driven back the aggressive forces of American 
imperialism, crushed the reactionary Chiang Kai-shek 
regime and established the People’s Republic of China, 
and thus have not only made a gigantic contribution to 
the struggle of the working class of the whole world 
against fascism and war, but also enabled Peking, 
formerly a nest of reaction, to become a free place for 
the convention of the present conference. 

Comrades, At the Constituent Congress of the World 
Federation of Trade Unions, held in Paris in September 
1945, it was decided to convene a conference of trade 
union representatives of Asiatic countries with a view 
to investigate the miserable colonial actualities of the 
Asiatic countries and taking measures for concrete 
assistance which would adequately cope with the 
demands of the working class. This resolution met with 
the enthusiastic welcome of all the trade unions of 
Asiatic countries, which really represent the interests 
of the working class and the entire toiling masses. And 
they earnestly looked forward to its materialisation. 
Since then, full four years have elapsed and it was not 
up till now that we have realised it here. This was; 
because of the plots of the foes of the working class, 
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such as Deakin, Carey, Tewson and Kupers, who being 
elected to the leadership of the WFTU, as faithful agents 
of Anglo-American imperialism tried to split the WFTU 
and to undermine the solidarity and unity of the work¬ 
ing class. This was because of these intrigues to deter, 
in defence of the imperialist policies of their govern¬ 
ments, the real assistance of the WFTU to the difficult 
struggles of the trade unions of colonial and semi-colonial 
countries for national independence and democratic 
freedom against colonial enslavement. 

But now these splitmongers have shown their cloven 
hoof, and the manoeuvres of these foes of the working 
class are frustrated, thanks to the international solidarity 
of the working class, based on century-old experience of 
the labour movement and urgent call of the hour, and 
to the indomitable struggle of democratic trade unions 
of various countries, which represent the will of the work- 
class of the whole world for unity, and of the comrades 
of the Executive Bureau of the WFTU, the Trade Union 
Conference of Asian and Australasian Countries of which 
we spoke so long is opened at last, and here we have 
begun to tackle the problems historically imposed upon 
us. This really means a great progress and victory in the 
history of the labour movement in Asia. I highly value 
the efforts of the Executive Bureau comrades of the 
WFTU, who frustrated the intrigues of the splitmongers, 
the enemy of the working class, successfully arranged 
for this conference, and thus enabled us to share our joy. 

Comrades, On the Asiatic continent, where we live 
today, there are peoples and nations which comprise in 
all more than half of the entire world population. But 
the absolute majority of all these peoples and countries 
find themselves in the miserable situation of a colony or 
a semi-colony. 

Asia’s fertile and vast land with its abundant 
natural resources has been the object of aggression and 
plunder of the imperialist powers, instead of safeguarding 
the livelihood of her peoples. For centuries the peoples 
of Asia, forming over a half of the total world population, 
have been deprived of the elementary rights of their 
national independence and existence, and were inhu¬ 
manly exploited and bestially oppressed under the mise- 
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rable circumstances of the colonial slavery of the 
imperialist powers. And. many times heroic uprisings 
of the Asiatic peoples led by the working class which 
flared up to deliver them out of distress and misery and 
for their national liberation, have been suppressed by 
the bayonets of the Anglo-American imperialists. 

However, following the fatal downfall of Japanese 
imperialism by dint of the victory of the heroic Soviet 
forces, great changes have taken and are taking place 
in the territories of Asia, and the struggle of the peoples 
for autonomy, freedom and democracy has assumed a 
magnitude never heard of. 

The people of China led by the heroic Chinese 
working class smashed the imperialist aggression anti 
Chiang Kai-shek’s reactionary regime and have establi¬ 
shed the People’s Republic of China. In Yiet Nam, the 
people wage the most vehement struggles in defence of 
the People’s Republic against the aggression of the French 
imperialists. In Indonesia armed resistance of the peo¬ 
ple is going on most energetically. In India, in Malaya, 
in the Philippines and in all other countries of Asia, die 
struggle of the people led by the working class flared 
up for national liberation. And in Korea, too, a firm 
foundation for democracy has been laid and the fight 
of the entire people for full unity and democratisation 
of the country is being victoriously waged. 

This does not mean, of course, that the imperialist 
powers have given up their aggression or that die reac¬ 
tion of the bourgeoisie has come to an end; neither does 
it mean that the struggle of the Asiatic peoples led by 
the working class will win the victory without difficul¬ 
ties. The more vehement the struggle of the people led 
by the working class, the more desperate the attempts 
of the enemy! 

Everywhere in Asia, American, British, Dutch and 
French imperialists land and station their troops and 
expand their aggression, and the reactionary bourgeoisie 
financed and armed by Wall Street and the City, coun¬ 
terattacks the toiling people and betrays their own 
nations. The absolute majority of the Asiatic peoples 
are still shackled by the imperialist powers and are in 
suffering. Above all, the American imperialists who 
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violated the decisions of the Moscow Three Ministers’ 
Conference concerning Korea, have occupied the south¬ 
ern half of our country, and are enslaving it into a 
colony. They deliberately put off the peace treaty with 
Japan, revive Japanese imperialism and rearm her in 
violation of the Potsdam Agreement. 

Just as in Western Germany, in the East too, the 
American imperialists are engaged in preparing for a 
new aggressive war with South Korea and Japan as 
their bases. Such actions of the American imperialists 
are not only the greatest obstacles to unity and full 
independence of us Korean peoples, but also the greatest 
danger and direct obstacle to freedom and autonomy of 
the oppressed nations of the East, and the root of disaster 
to the whole world. 

Comrades, Thanks to the great Soviet force, the 
Korean people, who had been suffering for nearly half 
a century under the bestial colonial rule of Japanese 
imperialism, were liberated on the 15th of August, 1945. 
Since that day in the northern half of our country funda¬ 
mental changes have been wrought in all the political, 
economic and cultural fields through the heroic struggles 
of the entire people led by the working class. The old 
power and machinery of Japanese imperialism were com¬ 
pletely, destroyed, a popular regime was established upon 
the foundation of the union of workers and peasants, 
and the power is in the hands of the working class. 

Freedom of speech, press, association, assembly and 
creed of the people are fully guaranteed. Agrarian 
reform on the basis of distribution of the land without 
compensation was carried out, main industries owned by 
Japanese imperialists and national traitors were nation¬ 
alised and a new social and economic system was esta¬ 
blished. A progressive labour law, including an eight- 
hour workday and social insurance, and the law of sex 
equality were enforced. Thus a democratic national 
culture has begun to flourish. 

Successfully fulfilling the people’s economic plans 
more than once, the people of North Korea have restored 
almost all the factories and mines destroyed or flooded 
by the Japanese imperialists. Rapidly doing away-with 
the colonial one-sidedness of our national economy. 
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industrial output increased at the end of 1948 to 2.6 times 
as compared with 1946, and now energetic struggles are 
being waged for the fulfilment of the Two-Year people’s 
economic plan for radically strengthening the mighty 
power of national economy. 

Along with the successful restoration and develop¬ 
ment of the people’s economy, the material and cultural 
life of the working peoples has rapidly improved and real 
wages of the workers rose by the end of 1948 to over 
twice as much as the year 1940. 

Under the circumstances of a full guarantee of all 
political freedom, the North Korean Federation of Trade 
Unions was organised in 1945, with 13 industrial federa¬ 
tions with 130,000 members. 

Since its founding, the North Korean Federation of 
Trade Unions, enhancing the interests and freedom of 
the working class and as a zealous operator, has enlarged 
its ranks through its sincere struggles and elevated its 
role and prestige. At present, the North Korean Fede¬ 
ration of Trade Unions comprises in its ranks 14 industrial 
federations with 540,000 members. 

Thus, in North Korea People’s Democracy is esta¬ 
blished and is developing; freedom of the trade union 
activities is guaranteed and the prestige and role of the 
trade unions go up day by day; and a strong democratic 
base is established for unity and .autonomy of the country. 

These great historical changes and their results are 
the realisation in North Korea of our age-old desires. 

Comrades, On the contrary, the American impe¬ 
rialist forces in the southern half of our Republic have 
pursued, from the very day of their arrival, an aggres¬ 
sive colonisation policy towards Korea. They oppressed 
and dissolved the People’s Committees formed every¬ 
where on the initiative of the Korean-people, inherited 
the same government machinery of Japanese imperialism 
and established a system of police terror, engaging pro- 
Japanese elements and national traitors. 

The American imperialists brought to nought the 
work of the Soviet-American Joint Commission which 
had been set up and convened twice to carry out the 
decisions of the Three Foreign Ministers’ Conference of 
Moscow, December 1945 and to arrange for Korea s 
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complete self-rule and foundation of a democratic State. 
They turned down the suggestion of the Soviet delega¬ 
tion for a simultaneous withdrawal of both Soviet and 
American troops, unlawfully put the Korean question 
on the table of the United Nations General Assembly 
and formed and sent the so-called UN Korea Commission. 
On May 10, 1948, they carried out by force and intimi¬ 
dation, in collaboration with the UN Korea Commission, 
the separate elections, and set up Syngham Rhee’s 
separate puppet Government with reactionary pro- 
Japanese elements and national traitors, the foes of the 
Korean people. With this puppet 'Government’ they 
concluded aggressive commercial as well as military 
treaties and now they pursue fiendish aggressive policies. 
In this way the Korean people are entirely deprived of 
their.political freedom. They suppress the South Korean 
Workers 5 Party, the South Korean Federation of Trade 
Unions and all the other patriotic democratic, political 
parties and social organisations, drive them underground, 
suppress the rightful strikes of the workers with bayo¬ 
nets, and shoot the trade union members on the spot as 
soon as they find them out. Thus, within no more than 
four years since the occupation by the American forces, 
over 93,000 patriots and innocent people have been 
massacred in South Korea, 

During the same period, the American imperialists 
have destroyed and closed more than 90 per cent of 
South Korea’s industry, flooded South Korean markets 
with their surplus products; they foment 'malignant 
inflation by issuing bank notes to excess, and prices are 
going up sky-high. In the spring of 1946, prices rose to 
800 times as compared with 1936 while the wages only 
increased 160-180 times, that ik, real wages dropped to 
20 per cent as compared with the days of Japanese im¬ 
perialist rule (according to the press Kyung Hyang 
Simeen). 

At present there are' three million unemployed, 
bankrupted and beggars in South Korea. The feudalistic 
tenant system remains as ever. Authorities of the 
Syngham Rhee puppet Government collect cbm with 
bayonets from the peasants to send it to Japan, to 
rearm her, and as a result of it the people in South 
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KorcSj 3n agricultural zone, arc on th@ verge of starva¬ 
tion. Thus, the people of South Korea are completely 
deprived of rights and suffer from hunger and slaughter 
It goes without saying that these are but the results of 
the villainous aggressive policies of the American impe¬ 
rialists to divide and colonise the southern half of our 
Republic and change it into a war base against the 
Soviet Union. 

The more aggressive the American imperialist 
policies and the more aggressive and more rapacious 
their henchmen, the Syngham Rhee clique, the more 
vehement will be the struggle of the Soiith Korean 
people for unity, autonomy and democratisation of the 
country. Today partisan warfare of the South Korean 
people assumes more and more serious proportions. 
Their offensive is growing ever more vigorous day by- 
day and is becoming a matter of the entire people. 

Such a critical situation in the countries of Asia and 
Australasia today calls for greater unity and solidarity 
than ever among the working class and toiling 
people of Asia and Australasia. Internationally and 
nationally the only weapon of the working class for the 
frustration of the bestial measures of our common enemy, 
the imperialist power with the Anglo-American impe¬ 
rialists as their head, as well as of the barbarities of 
their agents, is unity and solidarity. 

The Korean working class, which wages a vehement 
fight for the frustration of the aggressive activities and 
interference in Korea’s home affairs by the American 
imperialists as well as for the frustration of Syngham 
Rhee puppet Government, for unity, autonomy and 
democratic development of the country, enthusiastically 
welcomes the present conference which will intensify 
unity and solidarity of the working class of the whole 
world, and will offer concrete and powerful assistance 
of the WFTU to the trade unions of the Asiatic countries 
in their struggles for safeguarding fundamental rights 
of the working class in Asia and their national independ¬ 
ence. And pledging that the North Korean Federation 
of Trade Unions will successfully carry out the tasks 
which the, conference will concretely decide upon, it 
makes the following proposals: 

P 8 
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1. The stationing of aggressive foreign troops or 
‘military advisers’ in Asiatic countries, United Nations 
Commissions and various forms of interference in home 
affairs are the greatest hindrance to autonomy and demo- 
cratisation of the Asiatic peoples. Therefore, a resolu¬ 
tion must be adopted for immediate withdrawal of 
aggressive foreign troops, “military advisers” and the 
United Nations Commissions from South Korea, Viet 
Nam, Burma and Indonesia and the resolution must be 
sent to the Governments affiliated with the United 
Nations and must advise the trade unions of respective 
countries to take special measures for the execution of 
the resolutions. 

2. Complete disarmament and democratisation of 
imperialist Japan are not only the safeguarding of the 
autonomy and security of the Asiatic peoples, but also 
an important guarantee for peace and security of the 
whole world. Therefore, the present conference must 
adopt a resolution to ask MacArthur’s headquarters, the 
U.S. Government and the United Nations to-take imme¬ 
diate measures for a prompt conclusion of a peace treaty 
with Japan in accordance with the Potsdam declaration 
and for the elimination of the powers and military eco¬ 
nomy of Japanese imperialism and for the democratisa¬ 
tion of Japan. 

Long live the WFTU,, organisation of all working 
people of the world! 

Long live the strengthening of the unity of all 
working people of the world in their struggles for a 
lasting peace and democracy! 

Long live the Trade Union Conference of Asian and 
Australasian Countries! 



Extracts From Report On Trade Union 
Movement In Viet Nam 


Presented by LUU DUC PHO 


rv EAR Comrades, allow me first of all to thank in the 
u name of the working class of Viet Nam members 
of the Executive Bureau who are here and Comrade 
President Di Vittorio and Comrade Vice-President Kuz¬ 
netsov who are absent. All of them have so vigorously 
led the struggle of the workers of the world against 
division and war, for the unity’of their class and safe¬ 
guarding of their rights, for the improvement of their 
conditions of life and work and for the defence of world 
peace and democracy. Thanks to their energetic and 
unfailing action, we can now meet here and start a new 
era for the trade union history of Asia and Australasia. 

I add the thanks of the Viet Nam delegation to the 
thanks of Comrade Saillant to the Chinese working class 
and their valiant leaders for their enthusiastic efforts in 
organising this historic trade union conference in this 
grand historic hall, still vibrating to the ovations of the 
Chinese people on the occasion of the founding of the 
great People’s Republic of China. 

Here I will dwell on a few points which have already 
been explained perfectly by Comrade Louis Saillant with 
whom the Viet Nam delegation entirely share the same 
opinions. 

Yes, comrades, the conference is a victory of the 
international working class in general, and a victory for 
the working class of the Asian and Australasian countries 
in particular, a victory over the dollar and sterling 
masters. In fact, they endeavoured to obstruct it since 



84 


the Paris Congress in 1945, for they fear the unity of 
the Asian workers and the growth of their forces. This 
is why the imperialist agents in the bodies of the WFTU 
have done everything possible to remove the calling of 
the trade union conference of Asian and Australasian 
countries from the programme of action of the WFTU. 
The American Congress of Industrial Organisations was 
designated to send representatives to take charge of 
colonial questions. But during the following three years 
and more, two of the three representatives nominated 
by the Congress of Industrial Organisations (Brophy 
and Germer) never took up their posts and there was 
no sign of the remaining one (Cope) who abandoned his 
post without notification. Deakin, Tewson, Carey, loyal 
servants of the imperialists, hoped by quitting the WFTU 
to undermine the world trade union unity. But their 
withdrawal far from weakening the WFTU has rid the 
organisation of the traitors of the international working 
class and enabled it to advance more swiftly. Pursuing 
their infamous work, these leaders of the CIO, AFL and 
TUC sought to form, with the help of the police trade 
unions of Asia, the so-called ‘Asian Federation of Labour* 
in order to place it at the service of new fascist govern¬ 
ments. They attempted to convene an Asian trade union 
conference at Lahore (India), which never took place, 
and then to convene another conference at Geneva in 
June 1949, which met with lamentable failure. 

Now in the same manner the imperialist Government 
agents, MacArthur in Japan, Hatta in Indonesia, oppose 
the departure of delegates from these countries. But 
this cannot prevent the representation of the labouring 
masses of these countries here, for ‘truth travels with¬ 
out visas*. Against this conference the reactionaries are 
utilising and will utilise again the same reasons which 
they raised when their representatives were still in the 
WFTU. No doubt they will say that the Asian trade 
unions are not genuine trade unions and that this con¬ 
ference is only a political conference. Well, Messrs, 
renegades! Only the traitors of the international work¬ 
ing class, servants of the dollar, servants of exploiters of 
the working masses, servants of the instigators of an 
imperialist war are not genuine trade unionists. Well, 
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Messrs, renegades! It is to safeguard the fruits of our 
labour and the wealth of our countries for all our people 
that we certainly engage in politics. No genuine trade 
union organisation is so ignorant as not to link up its 
daily struggle, namely the defence of the working rights 
with the general struggle of all the people for peace, 
democracy and national independence. No force in the 
world can prevent the 1,150,000,000 men and women of 
Asia and Australasia from uniting together to fight for 
their right to liberty and happiness. 

Dear comrades, this conference is going to pronounce 


the death of divisionism and proclaim the inalienable 
rights of workers. But it is now for all Asian trade 
union organisations to struggle hard for their implemen¬ 
tation. We neither overestimate the reactionary forces 
nor underestimate them. In Asia the decisive victory 
of the Chinese working class and the Chinese people has 
already dealt them a mortal blow. But in a good many 
places, particularly in the countries of South East Asia 
where they intend to reinforce their bases, they are still 
quite strong. The path of the 470,000,000 of Chinese people 
is the path to be taken for eventually defeating them. 
The essential principles are already defined in words 
clear enough by Comrade Liu Shao-chi in his opening 
speech. These principles must serve as the compass for 
all the workers of South East Asia who wish to fight 
and triumph, especially for the workers of Viet Nam, 

now engaged in a similar armed struggle. . 

With regard to the principal tasks of the WFTU 
towards colonial and dependent countries, I consider 
that the resolutions of the London Conference, the Paris 
Conference, reaffirmed by the Second World Trade Union 
Congress at Milan, have already been sufficiently clearly 
defined. Now that the accomplishment of these tasks 
within the WFTU is free from the sabotage of the trai¬ 
tors of the working class it is for this conference to bring 
into being the Liaison Bureau and formulate a pro¬ 
gramme of action in conforming to the resolutions of the 
WFTU and the concrete conditions of the Asian and 
Australasian trade union movement. 

Except the Soviet Republics m Asia, the trade union 
movement of most of these countries is closely linked 
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up with the struggle for national independence and 
democracy against, imperialist and feudal oppression. 
This struggle has triumphed in China. It continues in 
South Korea, Japan, Philippines, Malaya, Burma, Indo¬ 
nesia, Viet Nam under difficult conditions. In most 
cases, it was nullified by the bourgeois leaders who once 
their class desires were realised, betrayed the cause of. 
the people and became the loyal servants of imperialists 
against the people. The working class in India, Indo¬ 
nesia, Burma and Philippines are subjected to savage 
repressions even worse than that under the open impe¬ 
rialist domination. The splitting manoeuvres within the 
ranks of workers are conducted by the govenment trade 
union under the direction of the renegades of the work¬ 
ing class from the TUC, CIO and AFL. 

It is the duty of this conference to expose the 
demagogy of these bourgeois leaders now in power, to 
denounce their policies of submissiveness to imperialism,, 
to expose the repression against the workers and the 
violation of trade union rights, and to ask the WFTU to 
urge the UNO to enforce the respecting of trade union 
liberties in these countries. 

It is also the duty of this conference to show clearly 
to the workers of Asia that their emancipation and that 
of their people can be brought to a successful issue only 
if the working class of every country follows the example 
of China in resolutely taking the direction of struggle 
for national liberation. 

At the same time, it is necessary for this conference 
to emphasise the equal importance of the general move¬ 
ment of struggle for peace and the liberation of peoples 
of Asia. Every victory won by the forces of peace in 
the world, whenever there is one more tractor coming 
out of the factories of the Soviet Union to the People’s 
Democracies, or one more kilometre liberated by the 
People’s Army of China, or a fulfilled demand of the 
American, British, French or Italian workers, is a sledge¬ 
hammer blow on the head of the imperialists, and con¬ 
tributes to the liberation of the oppressed peoples. 

With regard to the Liaison Bureau its task is chiefly 
to follow closely the conditions of life, work and struggle 
of Asian and Australasian workers so as to render them 
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all the material and moral support of workers in the 
world. It will maintain regular relations and frequent 
contacts between the organisations of Asia and the WFTU 
in order to facilitate the exchange of experiences and 
the coordination of the movements of struggle. To this 
end we consider it necessary that the Bureau take in 
hand the dissemination of documents and supervision 
of the publication of a trade union review for Asian 
countries when conditions permit. It should organise the 
sending of enquiry and investigation commissions to 
those countries. In all this work it can be seen that the 
All-China Federation of Labour will play an important 
role and we propose that the Liaison Bureau be 
established in Peking. 

Long Live the Trade Union Conference of Asian and 
Australasian Countries! 

Long Live the WFTU! Long Live the international 
unity of workers! 



Extracts From Report On Trade Union 
Situation In Siam 

Presented by VAS SUNDERACHAMARA 


rn HE victory of the Chinese people has ensured the 
* inauguration of the conference of the Asian and 
Australasian federation of trade unions, held in the cap¬ 
ital of the New China, Peking. This is the first con¬ 
ference of all the working class of Asian and Australasian 
countries which enables the Siamese working class to 
send their representatives to participate in the proceed¬ 
ings and to have an opportunity to meet their brothers 
and sisters from nearly every country. This is a very 
high honour for the Siamese working class. 

Although officially considered as an independent 
kingdom, Siam has been a semi-colony from the middle 
of fiie 19th century. The population of Siam is 18 mil¬ 
lions, of whom the majority are of the Thai race. In 
addition there are Chinese, Indians, Burmese and Indo¬ 
nesians. Siam is rich in natural resources, tin, rubber 
and valuable timber. But they are all in the hands of 
the big American and British monopolists. Before the 
Second World War the British used to occupy the lead¬ 
ing role in Siam. The military clique of Phibul 
Songgram, having seized power in November 1947, with 
the support of the American monopolies, opened the door 
to American capital. American imperialists 'sent troops 
to the Siam-Malayan and Siam-Burma borders and 
mili tary experts to Malaya for the suppression of the 
people’s guerilla detachments. 

The working class of Siam, where industry is almost 
undeveloped and is almost wholly in the service of 
American and British capital, is numerically small. There 



are about 250,000 to 300,000 workers distributed as 
follows: about 50,000 are employed in the timber indus¬ 
try, 30,000 in rubber production and about 20,000 in tin 
mining. The labour conditions of the Siamese workers 
are practically inhuman and there is neither labour 
legislation nor even the most elementary provisions for 
labour protection and safety devices. In Siam, woman 
and child-labour is widely employed. The women work 
equally with men at the most difficult jobs, but they are 
paid only half or at most two thirds of the men’s wages. 

In Siam, under the rule of the American and British 
capitalists, there exists the most humiliating discrimina¬ 
tion against the Siamese and Chinese workers. Before 
the war in the Pacific Ocean the trade union movement 
in Siam was still in embryo. After the offensive of 
Japanese militarism in the South-East Asiatic countries, 
workers’ organisations in the form of mutual aid associa¬ 
tions began to be set up rapidly, in which the workers 
of different groups and nationalities united to fight toge¬ 
ther for the improvement of their conditions. 

At the beginning of 1942, the working class establi¬ 
shed the “Anti-Japanese Volunteer Corps”, of which 
the workers formed the mainstay. The working class 
played the leading role in the people’s anti-Japanese 
front and became the backbone of all the progressive 
social forces of Siam in their struggle against Japanese 
militarism and the Phibul Songgram clique. 

During the occupation period these corps played an 
important roie in the resistance movement against the 
Japanese militarists. In November 1944, the first trade 
union association of workers, the Bangkok Federation of 
Trade Unions, was established. The Federation was a 
member of the Anti-Japanese League of Siam, and while 
working underground took an active part in the struggle 
against the Japanese invaders. It called upon the workers 
to join the volunteer corps, carried on educational 
activities, and rendered help to sick and unemployed 
workers. During this period of struggle against the 
Japanese invaders the Siamese, Chinese and workers of 
other nationalities, having understood their common 
interests, achieved tremendous success in their 
unification. 
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After the surrender of Japan in August 1945, the 
democratic movement of Siam began to unfold. The 
labour organisation emerging from its underground 
movement, began to revive its activities. It struggled 
for its legal status and for the strengthening of its ranks. 
It boldly challenged the attempts of the ruling clique,, 
the agents of imperialism, the nobility, landowners, 
reactionaries and Kuomintang secret agents to impede 
and destroy labour activities. 

Under the leadership of the Bangkok Federation of 
Trade Unions, workers of the rice industry carried out 
a general strike in November 1945. It ended victoriously. 
This victory has an immense significance in the history 
of the Siamese labour movement. It brought about a 
close unity between the Siamese and Chinese workers 
and basically annihilated the feudalists vestige of shop 
trade unions. It influenced the other labourers to act 
likewise in this struggle for the improvement of the 
workers’ livelihood, in consolidating their own organi¬ 
sations and applying for affiliation to the Bangkok 
Federation of Trade Unions. 

On January 16,1946, the Federation called its second 
congress, at which the following resolutions were 
adopted: 

1. To thoroughly extirpate fascist remnants. 

2. To struggle for the implementation of true demo¬ 
cracy and to demand from the Government freedom of 
speech, press, assembly, association, the right to strike and 
legal status for political parties of the working class. 

3. To improve the livelihood of the labourers, pri¬ 
marily to extend relief to the unemployed workers, to 
promulgate labour laws and to improve the treatment of 
labourers. 

4. To establish a national federation of trade unions. 

5. To affiliate to the WFTU and join the organisation 
as a member. 

All the workers of Siam, following the example of the 
labourers in the Bangkok districts also established their 
own organisations. In order to unify the organisations of 
the whole country the trade union associations in various 
localities sent their representatives to Bangkok for a con¬ 
ference. On April 28,1946, a preparatory committee was 
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elected for the convocation in April, 1947, of an inaugural 
trade union conference in order to establish the national 
federation of trade unions. The trade union membership 
has been continuously growing and is now nearly 50,000. 
(In Bangkok alone there are about 30,000 members). 

The General Federation of Trade Unions of Sia™ 
and the Bangkok Federation of Trade Unions are carry¬ 
ing on military activities in order to consolidate the trade 
union movement and raise the consciousness of the 
workers. For the latter purpose a number of short-term 
cadre-training classes, night schools for workers and 
schools for children were instituted. 

In 1946, before the official establishment of the 
Federation, 59 strikes were organised in Siam enter¬ 
prises while in 1947, after its establishment, the number 
of strikes increased to 67. In many instances the strikes 
assumed serious proportions and were fiercely suppressed 
by the authorities, such as for instance the strike at the 
American “Mexico & Shell” gasoline works, during which 
police interference, intimidation and arrest of the strike 
leaders were resorted to. 

The Siamese authorities have frequently appre¬ 
hended the organisers and the strikers en masse. Thus, 
for instance, in connection with the strike of mill workers, 
many participants and representatives of the General 
Federation of Trade Unions of Siam were arrested. This 
event roused tremendous resentment among the workers. 
About 1,000 workers went to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs to demand that Songgram release Ihe arrested 
persons. At last when they were set free, tens of thou¬ 
sands of working masses went to meet them. This was 
a victory scbred by an embattled detachment trans¬ 
formed into a political demonstration against the regime 
of oppression and terror. 

Ihe attempt of the ruling clique to split the unity of 
the trade union movement of Siam has also met with a 
rebuff from the working masses. The so-called “Labour 
Union”, which was established by the ruling clique in 
April 1948, was properly understood by the workers. 
They are aware that this is a pseudo-trade union orga¬ 
nisation designed to suppress the democratic trade union 
movement of Siam according to the orders of the Anglo- 
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American imperialists. It is not without reason that 
the Labour Union, whose leaders took part in the split¬ 
ting trade union conference in Geneva in June 1949, is 
under the special protection of the reactionary leaders 
of the TUC and CIO. 

The General Federation of Trade Unions of Siam 
—the united national trade union centre—is respected 
by the working classes for its fighting activities in defence 
of the vital interests of the Siamese labourers. The 
affiliation of the General Federation of Trade Unions of 
Siam to the WFTU in January 1949, was a big victory 
for the Siam trade unions and marked the beginning of 
a new stage in the trade union movement of the country. 

The Siamese trade unions now being a member of 
the WFTU, are going ahead with increased confidence 
in their struggles against the colonial regime that was 
forced on Siam by the imperialist powers, and in their 
fight for democratic rights and liberties. 

The Siamese authorities, obeying the orders of the 
Anglo-American reactionary trade union leaders, did 
not allow a representative of the Federation of Sia¬ 
mese Trade Unions to participate in the Second World 
Trade Union Congress in June 1949. The Siamese trade 
unions, however, consider that all the decisions of the 
Congress are obligatory for them to fulfil and will do 
all in their power to carry them out despite the fact 
that their representatives were not allowed to attend. 

The Siamese workers are deeply aware of the 
importance of the Asiatic trade union conference whose 
decisions we will take back to every member of our 
trade unions, to every worker of our country. 

Long live the unity of the working class of the 
whole world! Long live the Conference of the Asian 
and Australasian Federation of Trade Unions! Long 
live the new democratic Republic of China! Long live 
Mao Tse-tung! Long live Stalin! 



Extracts From Reports On Trade Union 
Movement in Malaya 

Presented by LU CHENG 


iff ALAYA was split up by British imperialism into 
two separate countries after the war. The country 
now consists of the Federation of Malaya and the Colony 
of Singapore. The population of Malaya according to the 
1947 census is 5,800,000, of whom 44.8 per cent are 
Chinese, 43.3 per cent Malays, 10.5 per cent Indians, 0.3 
per cent Europeans and 1.1 per cent others. 750,000 
workers are employed in rubber plantations and 200,000 
in the mines. The population of the Singapore Colony 
is 950,000. Seventy-seven per cent are Chinese, 7.9 per 
cent Malays, 7.6 per cent Indians and 0.6 per 
cent Europeans. 

The living conditions of the workers are appalling. 
Wages are very low and the housing conditions are 
appallingly bad. One cubicle 12 ft. by 12 ft. usually 
houses 16 people. In the city of Singapore 300,000 
people, mostly workers live inside an area of 1,000 acres, 
which means 300 people per acre. This is even worse 
than Bombay, the biggest slum city of India, which has 
a density of 57. 

Generally the Chinese and Malay workers receive 
higher wages than the Indian workers, and the Chinese 
more than Malay workers. Racial antagonisms are 
fostered by such discrimination. 

The Malayan trade union movement came into being 
in 1925, but it was only after the general strike of 1936 
and the strike wave of 1939 that it became possible to 
overcome the powerful opposition of the colonial admi- 
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nistration and the employers and to organise a powerful 
trade union movement. 

Malaya was occupied by the Japanese on February 
15, 1942. The workers and their trusted leaders orga¬ 
nised the resistance movement. The Malayan People’s 
Anti-Japanese Army (M.P.A.J.A.) was organised and 
a Malayan People’s Anti-Japanese Union, consisting of 
all classes, was formed in the course of the struggle of 
the resistance movement. 

During the period of three years and eight months 
of Japanese occupation, the working class of Malaya was 
the backbone of the people’s struggle against the Japa¬ 
nese invaders. The Anti-Japanese Army consisted mainly 
of workers. This fight for the independence and freedom 
of Malaya united the Malay, Chinese and Indian workers. 

The British reoccupied Malaya in September 1945. 
After they gained a military foothold, the imperialists 
violated the terms of the agreement they signed with the 
Central Command of the Malayan People’s Anti-Japanese 
Army to respect the free institutions of the Malayan 
people, particularly the People’s Committee. 

Afraid of the enormous prestige of the trade union 
movement not only among the working class but among 
the broad masses of the people as a result of their 
heroism and patriotic deeds during the resistance move¬ 
ment, the imperialists were compelled to give de facto 
recognition to the trade unions and other bodies of the 
resistance movement, although they had secret plans 
to re-establish colonial rule almost immediately. 

Malayan leaders were invited to participate in the 
victory parade in London and the postwar advisory 
councils, but when the imperialists discovered that these 
leaders would not capitulate or compromise, they impri¬ 
soned or deported them. Trade union leader Liu Ah- 
Liang was one of their first victims. He died in prison 
as a result of maltreatment. 

The British imperialists having re-established their 
domination in Malaya intensified the exploitation of the 
Malayan people, trying to make up for the losses of the 
war and to alleviate the economic crisis in their own 
country. Between 1945 and 1947 there were 3,000 strikes. 
The main demand of the workers was for wage increases. 
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Although the cost of living had gone up from 80 per cent 
to 1,200 per cent of 1941 wages, the government and'the 
employers refused an increase over the 1941 wage rates. 
In 1947 the government was compelled to give in, but 
the increase was only 92 per cent of 1941 wages which 
was wholly inadequate. 

The conditions of the workers in the postwar period 
were becoming worse than ever. Towards the end of 
1947, the unemployment figures rose to about 400,000. 
There is no social insurance scheme of any kind To 
every 10,000 of the population there is only one doctor. 
Destitution and starvation became widely prevalent both 
in towns and villages. 

The democratic trade unions of Malaya which 
resumed their activities after the surrender of Japan took 
the leading role in the postwar strike movement. They 
united the workers of all the nationalities of Malaya 
and called upon them to unite in the struggle against 
the colonial regime. In February 1946, there were already 
organised 12 State All-Nationalities General Labour 
Unions, which federated into a single body known as 
the All Nationalities General Labour Union of Malaya, 
uniting Malay, Chinese and Indian workers. Since 1946, 
it has been called the Pan-Malayan Federation of Trade 
Unions (PMFTU). In 1946 its membership was 463,000. 

As early as February 1946, the first Congress of 
Malayan Trade Unions declared its solidarity with the 
constitution and programme of the World Federation of 
Trade Unions and its wish to affiliate to this organisation. 
The admission of the Pan-Malayan Federation of Trade 
Unions to the World Federation of Trade Unions at the 
session of the Executive Committee in Moscow in June 
1946, strengthened the feeling of international solidarity 
of the Malayan working class and raised the trade union 
movement of Malaya to a higher level. In response to 
a call from the WFTU, the Pan-Malayan Federation of 
Trade Unions, in spite of the difficult conditions of 
oppression and persecutions from the colonial authori¬ 
ties, held a mass meeting in Singapore in September 
1946, to protest against the Franco regime in Spain. 

Beginning in 1946, the British Labour Government 
began to send so-called “advisers” on the trade union 



movement. These advisers from the British unions, 
well experienced in protecting the interests of British 
monopolists, exerted every effort to split the trade union 
movement and to organise government trade unions in 
Malaya. However, the wide masses of the workers 
remained devoted to the PMFTU and strengthened their 
solidarity in the struggle against the intrigues of the 
imperialists and their agents in Malaya. 

The British colonial authorities, infuriated with the 
failure of their plans, started an all-out fierce offensive 
against the working class and its trade unions and against 
all the progressive organisations fighting for the libera¬ 
tion of Malaya from colonial oppression. In this way, 
they thought, they would put an end to them. On June 
7, 1948, the PMFTU was declared illegal. Later on the 
Communist Party of Malaya and a number of progres¬ 
sive organisations were also declared illegal. On June 
20, the Emergency Acts came into force, and 1,000 of the 
best representatives of the Malayan working people were 
arrested and imprisoned under these Acts. Among 
them were 185 trade union officials. Terror and reaction 
began to rage in the country. 

Since June 1948, hundreds of thousands of devoted 
sons of the Malayan people fell victims to the bloody 
terror and 10,000 more were deported. The PMFTU 
and all its affiliated organisations were forced to go 
underground. One of the earliest victims of the emer¬ 
gency regulations was Ldew Yau, the former commander 
of the PMFTU, the able and brilliant leader of the 
national liberation movement. In 1945, he was decorated 
by Mountbatten, and he was congratulated by the King 
at the victory parade in London in 1946, as a hero of the 
war of resistance. In 1948, he was shot in cold blood at 
a conference. Then Ganapathy, president of the PMF 
TU, and his successor, Veerasenan, were also murdered. 
Hundreds of atrocities followed as reprisals against the 
struggle for national liberation. 

Under the new emergency regulations of January 
1949, the British imperialists have the power to banish 
the entire permanent Malayan inhabitants from a village 
or district. Thousands of men, women and children have 
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been made homeless and tens of thousands of Malayan 
citizens have been banished from the country by the 
foreign imperialists. 

On behalf of the Malayan working class, I hereby 
request this conference of the WFTU: 

1. To lodge a strong protest with the UNO against 
massacre of Malayan people by British imperial¬ 
ists and demand its cessation. 

2. To demand the unconditional release of the 10,000 
persons detained and imprisoned under the 
emergency regulations and to insist that all those 
who have been deported and banished under the 
Emergency Regulations should be allowed to 
return freely to Malaya. 

The Trade Union Conference of Asian and Austral¬ 
asian Countries convened by the WFTU, where the voices 
of representatives of many millions of workers will be 
heard, will contribute greatly to the cause of strengthen¬ 
ing the friendly relations between the workers and of 
further developing the democratic trade union move¬ 
ment in the Asiatic countries. 

The working people of Malaya are convinced of the 
righteousness of their cause and confident of the ulti¬ 
mate victory of the people’s struggle against imperialist 
exploitation. The Malayan trade unions will always be 
devoted to the great cause of international solidarity of 
the working class and remain faithful to the high ideals 
of the WFTU. 


P 7 



EXTRACTS FROM REPORT ON 
TRADE UNION SITUATION IN INDONESIA 

Presented by ALI MARJONO 


p EASANTS form about 75 per cent of the population 
* of Indonesia with an average land holding of 0.19 
hectares. Many own neither land nor cattle. 

Although the country is rich in raw materials and 
has potential supplies of coal and electric power, there 
is very little industry. Specialised agricultural and 
industrial production to suit imperialist requirements 
has made the people poor amidst plenty. During three 
centuries, the country has been plundered by the Dutch 
whose revenue in 1938, for example, amounted to 13 per 
cent of the entire Dutch national income. The Indo¬ 
nesian people, who form more than 97 per cent of the 
population, had hardly 15 per cent of the national income 
whilst the Dutch and other Europeans (0.4 per cent of 
the population) received 65 per cent. 

The rate .of exploitation is so high that the large 
majority of the peasantry are forced to sell their labour 
at any price to avoid starvation. Wives and children 
are compelled to work at even lower wages to supple¬ 
ment the family income. The farm and plantation 
workers’ conditions are still worse. They are almost 
prisoners living in the most insanitary dormatories and 
are permitted to leave the plantations only twice a 
month. They are brutally assaulted by the farmowners 
and their foremen. 

The health service, of which the Dutch shamelessly 
boast, absorbs only two per cent of the colonial budget 
with the result that there is only one doctor to 100,000 
people. There are only 26 Government hospitals with a 
total capacity of 3,702. 



99 

According to Dutch figures there were only 723 
elementary schools in 1938 (with Dutch as the medium, 
of instruction). It is therefore not surprising that 93 
per cent of the population was illiterate. Only one in 
120,000 receive any higher education. 

Against this colonial exploitation the Indonesian 
working masses founded their first organised trade union 
movement among the railway workers in 1908. It 
started and has grown inseparably with the national 
movement. It grew in strength with the foundation of 
the Communist Party (PKI) in October 1920, when 
headquarters, to which 14 unions were affiliated, were 
established in Semerang. Strike after strike was orga¬ 
nised until in November 1926, a general uprising in Java 
was followed by others in various districts. 

Dutch rule was almost undermined but was able to 
suppress the uprising owing to the lack of coordination 
particularly between workers and peasants. Meetings 
were prohibited, newspapers banned and tens of thou¬ 
sands of people jailed, killed and deported. The trade 
union movement and the PKI were declared illeg al and 
it was not until 1935 that the revolutionary working class 
movement was re-established. 

As the . threat of fascist aggression grew, repeated 
demands for the formation of an Indonesian Army to 
cooperate with the Dutch authorities were flatly rejected. 
The Dutch regarded the Indonesian people as more 
dangerous than fascism. 

When war came it was the Indonesian workers who 
shed their blood in facing the first Japanese invaders. 

Immediately after conquering the Indonesian islands, 
the Japanese imposed a ban on all existing organisations 
and for three-and-a-half years the workers lived in 
misery. They were forcibly recruited, into the so-called 
‘voluntary’ labour camps and ‘exported’ to work in 
other countries for the Japanese. Thus more than 30,000 
lost their lives in the construction of the ‘Railroad of 
Death’ leading from Malaya to Siam. Soekarno and 
Hatta actviely supported the fascist forced labour and 
are responsible for the death of nearly two million 
workers in these camps. 

Anti-fascist struggles led by Amir Sjarifuddin swept 
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over the country with mass revolts in 1943. The final 
defeat of Japanese militarism enabled the Indonesian 
people to strengthen their ranks and proclaim the 
Republic of Indonesia on August 17, 1945. A month 
later a demonstration of 40,000 people in Surabaya was 
immediately followed by the establishment of the Peo¬ 
ple’s Forces for the defence of national independence. 
The people realised that the only way to combat impe¬ 
rialist aggression was to maintain a strong army equipped 
with weapons taken over from the Japanese. 

In their revolutionary struggle against the blood¬ 
thirsty rule of the Dutch imperialists, a powerful trade 
union organisation rapidly developed. In May 1946, the 
“Indonesian Federation of Trade Unions” with a mem¬ 
bership of 400,000 was formed in East Sumatra. In 
spite of the Dutch policy of inciting racial animosity by 
using one group of workers to undercut and exploit the 
other, an important postwar development was the trade 
union solidarity between the Indonesian and overseas 
Chinese workers. In November 1946, for the first time* 
all trade unions were united in one central organisation 
—SOBSI. 

SOBSI had to fight constantly against military 
occupation, for increased production, against illiteracy, 
agains t, the Marshall Plan, against unemployment and 
extremely low wages. It could not wage a “legitimate” 
struggle with demonstrations banned and the holding 
of meetings made almost impossible. Their 35 seats in 
the provisional parliament were useless as Hatta delibe¬ 
rately did not call Parliament together. 

The conditions of the working class steadily grew 
worse. Hatta, under imperialist instructions, organised 
a massive drive against the Communists and democrats. 
The PK3, the Democratic Front and SOBSI were ban¬ 
ned. Many such working class leaders as Harjono, 
President of the SOBSI, Oei Gee Hwat, who represented 
this organisation at the Prague session of the WFTU 
General Council in 1947, Sjarifuddin, Darusman, and 
Suripno, were brutally murdered. The Dutch with 
American tanks, bombs and even food supplies, carried 
on the military campaign in protection of American 
interests. (While, in 1941, U.S. capital invested in Indo- 
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nesia was only 50 per cent of the total foreign invest¬ 
ments it is now twice as great as British and 2.5 times as 
great as Dutch capital investment.) 

American aircraft are making categraphic surveys of 
the Indonesian Islands for strategic purposes* for bases of 
operation. General MacArthur, U.3. commander in 
Japan, said in an interview with Daily Mail on March 2: 

“The Pacific is now an Anglo-American island-sea 

and our defence lines are the islands along the coast 

of Asia.” 

Such is the basis of the Anglo-American spon¬ 
sored Pacific Pact, which would draw the reactionary 
cliques of Asia together against the growing upsurge of 
the people’s revolution of South East Asia. This pact, 
the equivalent of the Atlantic Pact, is the regional appli¬ 
cation of the same thing by the same imperialist forces 
who are preparing to plunge the world into a third war, 
who are making the South East Asian countries into a 
base of aggression against People’s China, the USSR, 
and the People’s Democracies, thus endangering the 
world peace. 

The first step had been made by Pandit Nehru, 
Premier of India who under the guise of “helping Indo¬ 
nesia” called a conference in New Delhi of the reaction¬ 
ary cliques in the Middle East and South East Asia. It 
was meant to regulate the reactionaries in South East 
Asia in the service of the Anglo-American imperialists. 
Even the Indonesians picked up by the Hatta clique at 
the so-called conference admitted that they did not quite 
know what was actually going on inside the conference 
hall. 

It is for this reason, that this reactionary gathering 
would never have been in apposition to take any step 
which was started by the WFTU. The real aims of 
Nehru and his colleages were nothing else than to con¬ 
fuse public opinion in the world, at the same time 
organising and uniting all Anglo-American agents against 
the working class of these countries, against the people’s 
liberation struggles. 

The great victory of the Chinese people and its 
working class guided by the Chinese Communist Party 
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and the leader Comrade Mao Tse-tung, is a victory for 
our people, a success of the people in imperialist-domi¬ 
nated countries, a success of the international working 
class since now the system of capitalism, feudalism and 
colonial exploitation has been blown up for over half of 
the population of the world. 

Smashed by the Peoples’ Liberation Army in China, 
American imperialism is trying to convert Indonesia as 
its base of exploitation and is breeding Hatta for the 
role of Chiang Kai-shek. 

Inspired by the great victory in China the growing 
liberation struggles in the countries of South East Asia, 
the increasing forces of democracy and peace headed by 
the USSR, the Indonesian working class and the working 
masses resolutely march on. 

The Dutch and Anglo-American manoeuvres, along 
with their agents—the Hatta clique, the Trotskyist Tan 
Malaka clique as well as the Right-wing Socialist Sjahrir, 
will not hamper the march of the people. 

The concluded Round Table scrab in The Hague 
(Holland), a conference dictated by the same Marie 
Cochran, representative of the U.S. State Department, 
was another intrigue of Dutch-American imperialism to 
crush the Indonesian national liberation struggle. Thus 
also one of its results, the so-called “transfer of power" 
to the United States of Indonesia, a federation of the 
Indonesian Republic and the various puppet States is a 
new tactic which is so far being used by the imperialists’ 
and their agents, the national bourgeoisie and the Right- 
wing Socialists in the colonies, to dominate the mass of 
the people. New Guinea is to be converted into a mili¬ 
tary air base for the American imperialists who are 
already exploiting her mineral and oil deposits. 

Openly the Hatta clique together with the Dutch 
imperialists made a joint order on the cessation of hosti¬ 
lities in Indonesia, while the American-armed Dutch 
troops remain on Indonesian soil. Apart from this the 
Hatta clique accepted to pay the debt of the Dutch colo¬ 
nial Government in Indonesia worth as much as 4f 
millard dollars including the debt from 1942. This means 
that the Indonesian working masses shall havq to pay 
for the bullets that kill them in thousands. Further it 
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means only that the Hatta clique will increase the severe 
repression against the Indonesian working class and the 
people. In February 1949, ten hospital patients were 
shot dead and five wounded by Dutch soldiers. SOBSI 
members were put, a hundred at a time, in cells 20 by 6 
metres, without ventilation or light. As a reprisal for 
a partisan attack, 50 Indonesian students were electro¬ 
cuted. 

But the Indonesian workers, led by SOBSI are 
fighting back. 

On September 2, 1949, a 23-year old young worker 
Mongonsidi was killed by the Dutch troops in South 
Celebes. He was one of those who since three years 
back was active against the Dutch occupants. Great 
indignation arose from the various parties, youth orga¬ 
nisations and women’s organisations in this puppet State 
against this brutal sentence of the Dutch. At the 
funeral in occupied Macassar 20,000 people were gathered, 
thus showing the determination of the Indonesian people 
in the struggle. 

This confidence is to be found among every section 
of the population. In the ranks of the SOBSI despite 
the attempts of the Hatta Government to set up a 
yellow trade union movement under the leadership of 
Husuma-Paradiredja, a Hatta-puppet in West Java, and 
despite the Dutch creation of a “trade union” in Dja¬ 
karta, the workers are with great confidence carrying 
on their struggle. Even the President of the Christian 
National Trade Union, Mr. Rupert, had reluctantly to 
admit by saying: “To me the SOBSI spirit is remaining 
among the workers.” 

The SOBSI has its members among the guerillas, 
among the workers in the occupied towns, even among 
the national army, and it has close relation with the 
peasants and the peasant unions. 

The Dutch reactionary paper Volkskrant admitted 
that in the last months a great number of plantation 
police forces, employed by the Dutch, ‘disappeared* from 
many plantations. Within one week 200 policemen were 
reported as having “disappeared” of whom 150 took their 
weapons along with them. Thus the Indonesian parti- 
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sans have learned from the Chinese comrades, that the 
enemies are our armaments arsenal. 

Today, South Borneo, since three years occupied by 
the Dutch, is now burning; the people of Kandangan, 
Barabat and Rantai along with the workers, dockworkers 
rose against the puppet regime. At the same time in 
Banjarmasin, its main town, a general strike was 
annonced and all the workers supported the guerillas 
in the country. Under Hassan Basri this uprising became 
stronger day by day despite an agreement made bet¬ 
ween the Dutch and Hatta-offieer in this area to crush 
the movement. 

The unity between the guerillas and the peasants 
has tremendously increased. In the village, where the 
guerillas are controlling, they are living among the pea¬ 
sant families. The peasants help them when they lake 
away spoor-rails, when they dig holes against tank 
attacks, etc., etc. While the scorched earth brigades 
•are blowing up bridges, the peasants are planting green 
on the footpaths, they are transforming roads into fields. 

The guerillas are beginning to distribute land to the 
poor peasants and they are helping the peasants to work 
their land. 

This significant development in the struggle for the 
national liberation of Indonesia despite the deep pene¬ 
tration of Dutch and American imperialism has been 
made possible only by the great victory of the people of 
China, the growing struggles for liberation in South 
East Asia, the growing solidarity of the working masses 
in Holland, the growing unity and strength of the inter¬ 
national working class with the forces for democracy 
and peace headed by the working class of the great 
Soviet Union. 

This has shown that the SOBSI, the Central Orga¬ 
nisation of Indonesian Trade Unions, is emerging 
stronger day by day. As a member of the WFTU, we 
are feeling proud to be able to express our contribution 
for the forces for peace and democracy, for the interna¬ 
tional working class. At the same time SOBSI in the 
name of the Indonesian workers Wishes to express its 
gratitude to the WFTU, its leadership and to the workers 
all over the world, particularly the workers of the great 
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USSR) People s China, the Peoples' Democracies and 
the workers of Holland—especially those united in the 
ranks of the EVC of India and Australia for their con¬ 
tinuous support in the struggle for national liberation. 

We further call upon the workers of Holland to 
continue to fight against the sending of new troops to 
and for the withdrawal of all Dutch troops from Indo¬ 
nesia. At the same time we appeal to the workers of 
USA, Britain and France to stop the colonial wars in 
Malaya, Viet Nam, Burma and our country and to fight 
for the withdrawal of all the imperialist troops. 

The WFTU has tremendously helped the SOBSI to 
grow and develop. The series of protests to the UNO 
and the Dutch Government against the colonial war, 
every expression of solidarity particularly every move 
and each strike of the Dutch workers to stop troops and 
ammunition to Indonesia have greatly encouraged the 
Indonesian working class and people. We cannot but 
salute the great efforts made with enthusiasm by all the 
workers of the world through every means of protest 
strikes, demonstration and petition to stop the large- 
scale military aggression of the American-armed Dutch 
forces in last December. The growing strength of pro¬ 
letarian internationalism has been followed by the Indo¬ 
nesian masses with greater and greater effort to march on. 

With enthusiasm SOBSI followed the decision of the 
Executive Bureau of the WFTU to send an International 
Commission. In the letter of January 4, 1949, to UNO 
the WFTU rightly pointed out that the freedom of trade 
union movement and the right of the workers to organise 
trade unions according to the clauses of the UNO Eco¬ 
nomic Council have been banished in Indonesia. Further 
the WFTU pointed out the necessity to send a Commis¬ 
sion of Investigation to Indonesia to study the conditions 
of trade unions. Also recently on September 7, 3949, 
the WFTU approached the President of the Round Table 
Conference in Holland to grant a permit to enter Indo¬ 
nesia to which so far no response has been given. It 
is all the more important and urgent that here the 
Conference of Trade Unions of Asia and Australasia will 
furthermore emphasise the WFTU to continue its efforts 
and realise the sending of the Commission very soon. 
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Again, it is most necessary, particularly when we 
realise that despite the promise of the Hatta Government 
to allow SOBSI delegates to come out of Indonesia to 
attend the conference, as stated in the letter of the 
Hatta-Government as follows: 

“Since Indonesia is a democratic country, SOBSI 
is entirely free to participate in every conference, 
which it prefers” 

Signed by: Nasir Pamontjak. 

today we find the SOBSI has been refused a passport 
for its delegation. 

We submit our request that this great conference 
condemn this reactionary attitude of the Hatta Govern¬ 
ment. The presence of the SOBSI delegation at this 
great conference is an assurance to the international 
working class, to the WFTU, that SOBSI is a living unit 
despite terror and persecution, a force to fight for the 
emancipation of the working masses in Indonesia, a 
force to fight for the liberation of the people, an insepa¬ 
rable part of the forces for democracy and peace. 

While greatly welcoming the establishment of the 
Liaison Bureau of the WFTU, we pledge ourselves to 
participate fully in its development. 



EXTRACTS FROM REPORT ON 
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT IN BURMA 

Presented by AUNG-WIN 


rpHE population of Burma is estimated at 17,000,000. 

1 Its area is as large as France and England put toge¬ 
ther. The country has very vast natural resources, but 
mostly untouched. Seventy-two per cent of the gainfully 
occupied population is engaged in agriculture. 

Before the last war the natural wealth, transport 
facilities, trade and finance were the exclusive monopoly 
of five British companies consisting of a small ring of 
the most powerful and influential magnates of the City 
of London. The Burmese people own only 30 per cent 
of the land. Six thousand landlords, mostly Indian, in 
the countryside own the remaining 70 per cent. 

British imperialists conquered Burma in the last 
century and annexed her as a province of the Indian 
empire by waging most cruel and unjust wars against 
the peace-loving and cultured Burmese people. The 
patriotic Burmese people fought three major battles 
against heavy odds until the entire country was overrun 
by the British in 1885. The manpower and resources of 
enslaved India were used to conquer their friendly 
neighbour of hundreds of centuries. 

After the First World War, the intelligentsia and 
the students organised a national movement against 
foreign rule. In 1920 the students organised resistance 
to the slavish foreign education and suppression of 
national culture. The broad masses readily supported 
this movement. In 1929 the Thakin Party was born. 
The general strike of 1938 was the beginning of the trade 
union movement. During this mass movement the first 
trade union, the All-Burma Trade Union Congress 
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(ABTUC) and the All-Burma Peasants’ Union were 
organised under the leadership of the Progressive ele, 
ments of the Thakin Party who later became Communists. 

The Japanese invaded Burma in the spring of 1942. 
The British imperialists did not offer any organised 
resistance and the entire British population fled without 
organising the people to defend their country. With 
the occupation of the country by the Japanese fascists, 
During this mass movement the first central trade union, 
the sufferings of the vast masses of the people, especi¬ 
ally the workers and peasants, were intensified. 

In 1943 the peasants of Arakan in West Burma rose 
up in armed struggle. In the autumn of 1944 the Anti- 
Fascist People’s Freedom League (AFPFL) was orga¬ 
nised. In March 1945, the puppet army led by Aung 
San under the influence of the working class leaders 
revolted against the Japanese troops. An extensive 
guerilla warfare was organised by the peasants. The 
All-Burma Trade Union Congress (ABTUC) and the 
All-Burma Peasants’ Union were organised immediately 
after the surrender of the Japanese and re-occupation 
by the British imperialists. 

The representatives of British monopoly interests 
returned to Burma in 1945 to resume their activities. 
The British military authorities, on the pretext of post¬ 
war rehabilitation, transferred the entire rice and timber 
trade, water and land transport, import and export trade 
to the former British monopoly interests. The British 
launched a policy of intensified exploitation of the people 
in order to transfer the entire burden of war damage 
on to the toiling masses. 

In September 1946, a general strike was called by 
the ABTUC. The employees in all Government depart¬ 
ments participated in this strike. This strike was not 
only a demand for democratic rights and the right to 
live for the workers, hut also a demonstration of solida¬ 
rity with the peasants and against imperialist rule. The 
strike shook the rule of the British imperialists to its 
very foundation. 

The autocratic British administration changed its 
policy of direct military rule and initiated a policy of 
appeasement with the opportunist elements in die IVee- 
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dom League and the Socialist group. The reactionary 
groups of the AFPFL and the Socialist Party under the 
leadership of Aung San agreed to collaborate with the 
imperialists and joined the Government to form a cabinet. 

In October 1946, the Communist Party was expelled 
from the AFPFL. A rival trade union organisation 
called the Trade Union Congress (Burma) and a pea¬ 
sants’ organisation called the Peasant Organisation 
(Burma) under the leadership of the reactionary section 
of the AFPFL and Socialist Party, were set up. 

The workers and peasants rose in revolt against the 
treachery of the Aung San clique and the Socialists. In 
Central Burma the supporters of the Freedom League 
rose up in armed revolt. 

Thakin Nu was selected as Prime Minister by the 
imperialists and a puppet government of anti-working 
class reactionaries was set up to carry out the secret 
negotiations in accordance with the new strategy of 
British imperialism for re-estab lishing impe rialis t domi¬ 
nation. The new Government of Burma was created by 
the British imperialists after reducing the country to a 
state of financial bankruptcy and ensuring complete 
political, economic and military dependence on Anglo- 
American imperialism. 

In March 1949, a general strike was called by the 
ABTUC in Rangoon among workers in British-owned 
factories, refineries, dockyards, workshops, etc. Troops 
were mobilised to protect British property and repress 
the strike and the trade unions and peasant unions were 
closed down. The army attacked the workers and Com¬ 
munists, injuring over 100. The workers were forced back 
to work by the military police, but the peasants under 
the leadership of the Communist Party of Burma had 
to take up armed resistance against the brutal action 
of the Thakin Nu Government. Thus, armed struggle 
spread throughout Burma. 

The All-Burma Trade Union Congress is the only 
true representative organisation of the Burmese work¬ 
ing class. It is supported not only by the vast majority 
of the working class but also by the peasantry and all 
progressive democratic elements. The reactionary 
Thakin Nu Government set up by the military authori- 
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ties of British imperialism and not by the will of the 
people has forcibly closed down the offices of the ABTUC 
and imprisoned most of its leaders who were unable to 
escape into liberated territory. 

The Trade Union Congress (B) is a police union 
set up by the reactionary Socialists with direct govern¬ 
ment intervention and has no support among the 
working class. 

The British imperialists are in consultation with the 
American imperialists and other imperial powers and 
the Dominions of the Commonwealth for large-scale 
armed intervention in Burma. A free supply of arms 
and ammunition to the Thakin Nu Government is of no 
avail. American imperialists are making full use of 
the situation for economic domination of Burma, so far 
an exclusive British monopoly. 

Despite imperialist repression and the treachery of 
Right-wing Socialists, the Burmese people have not been 
subdued. The growth of the mighty democratic move¬ 
ment of the Burmese working people cannot be arrested 
by threats or violence. But the Burmese working class 
has raised the victorious standard of revolt against the 
colonial exploiters. It is fighting for the cause of 
proletarian internationalism. 

The All-Burma Trade Union Congress is affiliated 
to the World Federation of Trade Unions. It has fought 
bravely and made many sacrifices in the struggle for the 
achievement of the great aims and objects of the World 
Federation. During the four years of its existence it has 
carried on an increasing struggle for true democracy, 
real independence'and world peace. 

In the struggles by the working class and peasants 
against Japanese militarists, imperialist colonisers and 
their collaborators’ not only has true working class unity 
been achieved but a powerful People’s Democratic Front 
has been established which includes workers, peasants, 
armed forces, students, traders, clerical staff and all 
oppressed classes, anti-imperialist organisations, popular 
organisations, national minorities and all patriots. 

The programme of the People’s Democratic Front 
includes the complete destruction of the fascist system 
of Thakin Nu Government and the adoption of a People’s 
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Democratic constitution, the establishment of freedom 
of speech, press and association. The programme also 
includes the confiscation of all foreign capital and nation¬ 
alisation of all key industries, the establishment of the 
8-hour day, abolition of landlordism and granting land 
to the tillers, and recognition of equal rights for all 
national minorities. The People’s Democratic Front also 
advocates abolition of all treacherous and anti-national 
treaties such as the Nu-Attlee and Latya-Freeman 
Agreements. 

The armies of the peasants and workers are now 
unified under a joint command and will fight for real 
independence and unite with the progressive forces of 
the world to establish world peace. 



Report On The Working Class 
Struggle In India 

Presented by the 

ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS 


t 

Hp HE 23rd session of the All-India Trade Union 
* Congress, held in May 1949, characterised the period 
as one “when the capitalist economic crisis has further 
deepened and the conditions of the workers in all indus¬ 
tries have been further worsened.” And further, “the 
perspective that opens up as a result of the deepening 
crisis is one of rapid deterioration of wages, unemploy¬ 
ment for thousands and lakhs, heavier repression, an 
intensified offensive of the capitalists against all sections 
of workers and the working people.” 

The intervening period of six months since the 23rd 
session has fully vindicated the correctness of this analysis 
and the call for struggle. This period has seen further 
accentuation of the crisis as witnessed in 'growing accu¬ 
mulation of stocks and contracting market, in falling 
production, in ever-rising prices and cut in real wages, 
in increased workload on workers and ever-growing 
mass unemployment. 

On July 29, the Eastern Economist, comparing the 
figures of the first half of 1948 and 1949, is forced to 
admit that: 

“Coal is stationary, steel has increased by only four 
per cent giving an annual rate of 886,000 tons, which is 
still lower than the output in 1947 of 893,000 tons. The 
decline when compared with the second half of 1948, 
has been marked in cotton textile. Notwithstanding 
the assurances about attaining self-sufficiency in salt 
after a reasonable interval, salt production has shown 
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a decline for the whole season. Jute manufactures 
amounted to 502,000 tons indicating an annual rate 
well below the last two years.” 

As regards cotton textiles, the major industry in 
India, the same journal writes: 

“The total production of yarn in 1948. was only 
87 per cent of the peak figure attained in 1943, and 
cloth 92 per cent of the peak level in 1944.” 

(Eastern Economist, August 12) 

In a country with a colonial agricultural economy, 
starvation for millions has been a normal phenomenon, 
which ended in the most gruesome Bengal famine of 
1943, taking a toll of over three and a half millions in. 
dead alone. The Congress Government has maintained, 
intact the feudal agricultural economy and intensified 
the exploitation of the toiling peasantry, as a result of 
which the agrarian crisis continues to deepen. The 
eloquent testimony of the bankruptcy of the measures 
of file bourgeoisie for increasing agricultural production, 
is the fact that after six years of the official “Grow More 
Food Campaign”, Indian agricultural production reached 
in 1948, its lowest level for the last ten years! 

The Eastern Economist index of agricultural produc¬ 
tion (with average of 1936-39:100) records the 1947-48 
figure at only 97 while preliminary calculations for 1948- 
49 register a still further fall to 93, which is the lowest 
for the last ten years (the highest for 1943-44 being 106). 

The recent measures of devaluation of currency 
adopted by the bourgeois Congress Government at the 
dictates of Anglo-American imperialism will still further 
worsen the conditions of life of the working class and the 
toiling masses. It is a measure which attacks them on 
all sides. 

Prices of the daily necessities were continually rising, 
reaching in most centres the wartime and postwar peak 
by the end of 1948. Between January 1948 to April 
1949, in Bombay which is supposed to have a relatively 
efficient system of controls, the working class family’s 
food group index rose by 45 per cent or 139 points 

PS 



(Eastern Economist, August 26). The prices, however, 
still continue to rise as a result of devaluation. 

In none of the trades and industries in India has 
there been any increase in money wages during this 
period, though as shown above, the prices have been 
continually rising. The following calculations about the 
working class earnings, made by the mouthpiece of 
India’s Big Business — Eastern Economist (dated August 
12, 1949)—give a rough idea of the reality. 



Average Earning 

Ileal Earnings (Re- 
duml l\v the All* 

Year 

< Per Head) 

India Cost of Living 

1939-40 

287.5 

287.5 

1946-47 

619.4 

237.3 

1947-48 

738.3 

249.5 

1948-49 

806.0 

240.0 


Another disastrous effect of the deepening economic 
crisis is the rapid rise in the number of unemployed. 
During the three postwar years, 1946-47-48, even on 
the basis of Government s conservative estimates, no 
fewer than 15 lakhs were unemployed and the situation 
had very much deteriorated in 1948-49. There is today 
not a single industry or Government Department which 
has not carried out heavy retrenchment. 

When finally the Government will have implemented 
all the recommendations of the Railway Enquiry Com¬ 
mittee Report, they will have retrenched no fewer than 
60,000 railway employees. Ten thousand Ordnance* Depot 
workers are also scheduled to be retrenched. 

We shall give only some of the most significant 
instances of mass unemployment. On July 14, the Hindu 
reported: 

“About 2 lakhs of jute workers went into invo¬ 
luntary unemployment when the Indian Jute Mills 
Association's decision to close their mills having more 
than 220 looms, for one week every month came into 
force.”, 

On July 10, Kasturbhai Lalbhai, leading mill 
magnate of Ahmedabad said that 70,000 textile workers 
had already been unemployed in and around Ahmedabad, 
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On August 24, the press reported that 30,000 textile 
workers of Ahmedabad would soon be unemployed 
owing to closure of mills. 

In Coimbatore, (total employment about 30,000) for 
“lack of electricity” mills were to remain closed for ten 
days in a month. 

Workers in small industries and trades naturally 
have been the 'Worst sufferers. To quote one or two 
instances: 

In Dhrangadhra (Saurashtra Union), 7,000 workers 
were unemployed owing to closure of the Soda Ash 
Factory. 

In the Central Provinces, 20,000 bidi workers have 
been forced into unemployment (July 30, 1949). 

Sixty out of 90 cottage match factories in South 
India closed down. 

Taking figures Provincewise or citywise: 

West Bengal, (excluding jute workers) 50,000 to 
become unemployed (Eastern Economist, July, 1949). 

Sholapur (Bombay Province), 20,000 workers to 
become unemployed (July 27, 1949). 

Ahmedabad—figure of unemployed — 21,000 (Aug¬ 
ust 6, 1949). 

80,000 workers to become unemployed in Bombay 
Province (September 2, 1949). 

In Kanpur (United Provinces), 7,600 workers un¬ 
employed during the first six months of 1949. 

30,000 idle in the United Provinces (Free Press 
Journal, August 24, 1949). 

Such facts could be multiplied endlessly from every 
industry. 

At the same time, to give one instance, the Thaker- 
sey group of mills made in 1948-49, a total profit of Rs. 
113.26 lakhs on a capital of Rs. 36 lakhs, i.e., over 300 
per cent in one year or more than double of what they 
made in 1947-48, which incidentally was one-and-a-half 
times their capital. 

The owners have begun their offensive in full earnest. 
Their demands on their Nehru Government have so Tar 
been adequately met, demands of no nationalisation, 
more or less lifting of controls and open licensing of the 
blackmarket, demand for no increase in wages and dear- 
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ness allowance, for enforcing mass unemployment, 
rationalisation and increased workload. They are now 
openly clamouring for a direct wage-cut. 

Such in brief are the broad features of the deepen¬ 
ing crisis. The Nehru-Patel Government, true to its 
class origin, has openly lined itself with big business 
and is trying ever new weapons of repression to force 
the burden of the crisis on to the shoulders of the wor¬ 
king class and the toiling people. 

It is under such conditions of deepening crisis that 
the AITUC session called on the workers in all industries 
to resist and organise struggles against every attack on 
their standard of life and trade union rights. 

India’s working class is taking up this call of the 
AITUC as the only correct way out of the crisis. Life 
under the Congress regime for three years had taught 
them that they would have to wage grim, protracted 
battles not only to force the owners to grant them their 
demands but even to retain their existing rights and 
standards. 

As the Government’s own statistics reveal, the 
workers during this period have displayed a great tena¬ 
city to fight for their rights and demands, some of the 
strikes as of the 10,000 municipal workers in Bombay 
(fought for 5 months), of Pottery workers in Calcutta, 
(fought for 4 months and still going on) being epics of 
postwar working class resistance to the owners’ offensive. 

In the Bengal Pottery Works, Calcutta, the workers 
fighting against retrenchment, resisted police attempts to 
throw them out of the factory in a clash which lasted for 
three hours oh June 8. 

In Wadhwan (Saurashtra), workers driven to des¬ 
peration by the continued refusal of the owners to open, 
the factory, forced the gates on June 12. Only an over¬ 
whelming police force could dislodge them. 

Such is the desperate situation arising out of the 
crisis that even where the leadership of trade unions is 
in the hands of reformists the workers have fought great 
strikes in opposition to this leadership. 

An analysis even of the notoriously understated 
figures of the Indian Labour Gazette of August 1949, 
(publication of the Government of India, Ministry of 
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Labour) regarding “Industrial Disputes” shows the 
increased tempo of struggles in the first half of 1949, as 
compared with the half year immediately preceding. 



Number of 

Number of 

Number of 


strikes 

workers invol¬ 

man-days 

Period 


ved 

lost 

July to December 1948 
January to June 1949 

648 

4,69,870 

21,08,949 

(Incomplete data) 

644 

4,59,375 

36,77,207 

Thus, although the 

figures for the first half in 1949, 


are admitted to be incomplete, they show a rise of over 
75 per cent in the number of man-days lost while the 
number of strikes and workers involved remain approxi¬ 
mately the same. 

Together with the working class, all sections of the 
toilers have come out in fighting actions inspired by 
working class resistance to the offensive of the crisis. 

The ever-growing unity between the working class 
and the student movement, led by the All-India Students 5 
Federation, is symbolic of the growing solidarity 
between the working class and the students. 

As for the Indian women, in Bengal already over 
thirty of them have given their lives in recent months 
in the cause of the toilers 5 struggles. In Calcutta, hund¬ 
reds of city women have marched again and again in 
solidarity with the working class. Five of their leaders 
were killed by police bullets when they came out in 
April last in solidarity with the imprisoned toilers 5 lead¬ 
ers who were on hunger strike in jail. 

Struggles of the poor peasants and agricultural lab¬ 
ourers for a living wage and land have also reached a 
new peak in West Bengal, (an indication of which can 
be had from the repeated police firings in the villages 
reported almost daily in the press), in Andhra, Tamilnad 
and Malabar. In Telengana, where the mass of peasants 
drove out the feudal barons and carried out land reforms 
in 2,500 villages, they bravely resist all attempts to reim¬ 
pose the old regime. No amount of terror has been able 
to suppress the great message of Telengana from reach¬ 
ing and enthusing to action ever wider sections of our 
poor peasants and agricultural labourers. 
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The AITUC and its unions continue to face the 
growing offensive of repression for their brave lead to 
the resolute struggles of the working class. 

Not only the entire leadership of the AITUC has 
either been arrested or driven underground but the old 
and tried leadership of all the unions affiliated to the 
AITUC has had to suffer the same fate. The new 
militant leadership thrown up during recent strike 
struggles has to face intensified repression. The plain 
reality is that the Government, driven to desperation by 
the deepening crisis, refused to allow even the element¬ 
ary trade union liberties such as allowing the trade 
union offices to remain open. In Madras Province the 
police have burnt the records of unions, taken possession 
of their offices and property and handed them over to 
the stooges of the INTUC. 

Mass arrests — by the hundred — have taken place 
in every strike, as in the case of Pottery workers in 
Calcutta and the Municipal workers’ strike in Bombay. 
T .atVii charges and firings have become a normal practice 
taking a heavy toll of the working people’s lives and 
blood. 

The failure of all these repressive measures to stem 
the tide of the rising upsurge of the working class has 
led the bourgeois Congress Government to resort to 
still worse forms of fascist repression, namely, the ban¬ 
ning of mass trade unions and organisations of toiling 
peasants. 

In Bhopal, the Bhopal Mazdoor Sabha, affiliated to 
the AITUC, has been banned on the fantastic plea that 
its flag is the Red Fag “which is the flag of Russia”! 

More recently the Madras Government has come 
out with a blanket order banning several unions affili¬ 
ated to the AITUC (including the famous South Indian 
Railway Labour Union) with a total membership of over 
30,000. Besides these unions four Provincial Committees 
of the Communist Party of India and several kisan 
sabhas (organisations of agricultural labourers and poor 
peasants) have also been banned. 

The recent frequent brutal assaults and firings on 
detenus and political prisoners inside jail shows how 
the bourgeois Congress Government is adopting the 
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worst methods of fascist repression in utter desperation 
arising out of their complete isolation from the people. 
Firings have taken place in three jails in Calcutta, twice 
in Cuddalore Jail (Madras Province) and the Sabarmati 
Jail (Ahmedabad in Gujerat), taking a toll of 10 killed 
and several wounded. 

The Socialist leadership of the Hind Mazdoor Sabha 
has come out more and more openly as strike-breakers. 
Unable to retain their hold over the workers except by 
talking in terms of struggles, they blow hot and cold, 
even giving notices of strikes only to withdraw them in 
time on one pretext or another. 

For deceiving the working class and defeating their 
struggles against the offensive launched by the bour¬ 
geoisie they resort to the traditional bourgeois Gandhian 
form of struggle—“Satyagraha”—which is the form of 
betraying the struggle by preventing it from assuming 
militant forms which alone can ensure victory. By 
refusing to respond to the call for joint action given by 
the AITUC against the offensive of the Government and 
the employers they are faithfully fulfilling their role as 
the servitors of the capitalist class. 

On the railways the Socialist leadership of the All- 
India Railwayman’s Federation, after betraying the 
March 9 general strike and acting as police informers 
and spies, has continued its old treacherous role. 

Like their counterparts in Europe they are seeking 
to hang on to the coat-tails (and presumbaly the money¬ 
bags) of those hardened disruptors of working class 
organisations and professional strike-breakers, the lead¬ 
ers of the American Federation of Labour, who have 
spent many months (and many dollars) in India training 
up their Indian prototypes. 

The Socialists have also recently appealed to the 
British TUC to open an office in India in the same way 
as the AF of L, who, the Socialists state, have been of very 
great assistance to them! Needless to say both the 
INTUC and the Hind Mazdoor Sabha are dutifully 
carrying out the orders of the strike-breaking Geneva- 
born “International”, working at the dictates of Anglo- 
American imperialists. 

But ever greater sections of the Indian working 
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class are realising through experience that a united wor¬ 
king class under the banner of the AITUC alone can 
assure their victory not only in the battle for their basic 
demands but in the growing battle for peace, freedom 
and democracy. 

During the last two years kisan sabhas have led epic 
battles for the kisans’ right to a living wage and right 
to own the land he tills. Scores of poor peasants, men 
and women, have faced bullets of the Congress Govern¬ 
ment’s police. But the struggle far from being suppressed 
has risen to even greater heights. The provincial con¬ 
ference of agricultural workers organised in Bengal was 
an historic landmark in that it consolidated the numerous 
scattered struggles in Bengal into a provincial organi¬ 
sation—the first of its kind in India. Similar conferences 
are being organised in other provinces. 

The AITUC took the initiative in the battle for 
peace. Alreay in some provinces peace conferences are 
being organised. In cooperation with kisan sabhas, 
Students’ Federation, organisations of teachers, middle 
class employees and women, of progressive writers and 
artists, preparations are being made to hold the All- 
India Peace Congress. 

The outburst of murderous repression that was let 
loose against the organisation of the Peace Conference 
in Dibrugarh in Assam Province, in July 1949, when 
seven (men and women) were killed and 500 arrested, 
the arrests of scores of peace partisans as in Calcutta, 
Bombay, Delhi, etc., the mass arrests of over four hund¬ 
red and banning of trade unions, kisan sabhas, and 
Communist Party Committees in Madras Province on 
the eve of the International Day of Struggle for Peace 
(October 2, 1949)—all these demonstrate that the battle 
for basic demands and better life is inseparable from the 
battle for peace, real freedom and People’s Democracy. 

The International Day of Struggle for Peace was 
successfully observed on October 2, in a large number 
of industrial centres in India. 

The Twentyrthird Session of the AITUC enjoined 
on the working class yet another task of vital import¬ 
ance. That task was to defend and strengthen the inter¬ 
national unity of the working class as symbolised by the 
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great World Federation of Trade Unions to whose ranks 
the AITUC has the honour to belong. 

The AITUC is justly proud that it had the privilege 
to greet the working class of China and its central orga¬ 
nisation, the All-China Federation of Labour on the 
historic occasion of the establishment of the People’s 
Republic of China. The AITUC fully expressed the will 
of the Indian working class in its message which reads: 

“To the workers and the toiling people of India, 
nay of the whole of Asia and the colonial world engaged 
in grim struggles against the dark forces of Anglo- 
American imperialism and its bourgeois agents, the 
birth of the People’s Republic of China is like the 
brilliant sunrise which will illumine their path of 
struggle and inspire them in their fight for People’s 
Democracy and real independence.” 

One more important task the AITUC has been called 
upon to fulfil. The Indian bourgeoisie is not only trying 
to keep the Indian working class divided among itself. 
But between it and the Pakistan bourgeoisie, they are 
also trying to keep the ranks of workers in the two 
countries divided. The AITUC pledges itself to fight 
these machinations and extend its full support to the 
workers in Pakistan in their growing struggle against 
their capitalists’ offensive. This way alone can the wor¬ 
king class succeed in breaking down the harriers created 
by the bourgeoisie of both the countries acting in league 
with Anglo-American imperialism. 

The AITUC is conscious of the immense tasks that 
have yet to be fulfilled to unite the working class of 
India, irrespective of their political and sectional diffe¬ 
rences and lead them in their battle against the crisis 
and for their basic demands, for real freedom, peace and 
People’s Democracy. It is also conscious of the difficul¬ 
ties that beset their path, the fascist repression and 
disruption by the Socialist-led Hind Mazdoor Sabha and 
the INTUC. 

The great battles which the Indian working class 
has waged during the last two years and also during the 
six months following the 23rd session, both for its day- 
to-day economic demands, against repression and for 
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full democratic rights and its growing struggle for peace 
and against war and the immense and gigantic battles 
that the world working class is waging against the bur¬ 
den of the crisis being shifted on to its shoulders, and 
for People’s Democracy and peace, give the AITUC 
confidence that however hard the battle is, it is the 
toiling people led by the working class that will come 
out victorious. 

This confidence is in particular strengthened by the 
glorious victory of outstanding world-historic importance 
won by the great Chinese people led by their working 
class and its Communist Party under the wise and trusted 
leadership of Comrade Mao Tse-tung — a victory which 
has greatly upset the Anglo-American plans for world 
conquest, hastened the liberation of the whole of Asia 
and has tremendously strengthened the people’s demo¬ 
cratic camp. 

Today the might of the working class and the work¬ 
ing people, whose ranks it is uniting and leading, is 
immeasurably greater than that of the capitalists. Today 
the peoples’ camp is scoring ever greater victories, as 
seen by the outstanding achievements of the great Soviet 
Union marching steadfastly on the road of Communism 
under the leadership of the CPSU(B) and its great 
leader Comrade Stalin; by the victory of the People’s 
Democracies, not only in exterminating the enemies of 
the people inside the country but also in firmly taking 
the road to Socialism; by the establishment of the Peo¬ 
ple’s Republic of China; by the death-defying armed 
battles of the people of Greece and the peoples of South 
East Asia, of Burma, Malaya, Indonesia and Indo-China, 
under the hegemony of the working class and the lead¬ 
ership of Communist Parties. Imperialism and its native 
dogs are being everywhere put on the run, no matter 
what armed aid the U.S. monopolists may pour in. 
Capitalism is fast nearing its doom all over the world. 

The AITUC is confident that the historic Peking 
Conference of free Asiatic Trade Unions now being held 
on the liberated soil of People’s China will further 
illumine its path, impart added strength to it and hasten 
the day of the victory of the toiling peoples of India 
against their class enemies and the enemies of the nation. 
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Long live the AITUC! 

Victory to the Indian working class! 

Long live the working class of the Soviet Union, the 
the great symbol of world unity of the working class! 

Long live the working class of the Soviet Union, 
the leader and inspirer of the international working 
class! 

Long live the working class and working people of 
China! 

Long live the fraternal unity of the working people 
of Asia in their struggle against imperialism, for a lasting 
peace and a People’s Democracy! 



Report On Trade Union Movement in Iran 


Presented by ALI MAHMED ZADEH 


*T HE labour movement in Iran originated in 1911-12 
1 after the Iranian bourgeois revolution, which was 
one of the repercussions of the Russian Revolution of 
1905. Through general strikes the workers succeeded 
in wresting certain rights, including the 8-hour day. 

But the accession of the dictatorial regime of the 
pro-British agent Reza Shah Pehlevi in 1929, brought in 
its trail the abolition of all democratic liberties-freedom 
of speech, assembly, etc. The People’s Party and the 
trade unions were driven underground and trade union 
leaders were arrested. 

The trade unions were restored in 1941, when allied 
armies entered Iran and Reza Shah fled the country. 
The Central Council of Amalgamated Trade Unions of 
Iran (CCATUI) was formed in May 1944. It united 70 
per cent of all the workers in industry and the oil fields. 
Seven hundred thousand workers took part in the 1946 
May Day demonstrations in Teheran, Abadan and other 
cities. More than 200,000 workers joined the ranks of 
the CCATUI. 

The living standard of the working people of Iran 
was very low. Wages lagged far behind the cost of 
living. The working day lasted up to 11 hours. There 
was no regular free day, no vacations, social insurance 
or labour protection. 

A series of strikes took place in Teheran, Isfahan, 
Sh'ahi and other cities between 1942 and 1946. In the 
course of the struggle conducted by the trade unions 
-and led by the CCATUI, the Government was obliged 
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to make the following concessions: to establish the 8-hour 
day, to grant a regular free day every week with pay, 
and a paid annual vacation of three weeks; to recognise 
May First and nine national holidays as legal holidays, 
to pass an insurance and labour law. It should be noted 
that the keynote of all the activities of the CCATUI was 
assistance to the democratic camp in the war against 
fascism. 

Louis Saillant made a trip to Iran, and in September 
1946 he reported on the results of this trip at the Wash¬ 
ington meeting of the Executive Bureau of the WFrU. 
The Executive Bureau decided to admit the CCATUI 
into the WFTU. Since then the WFTU has aided the 
trade unions of Iran in every way. In March 1949, 
Lombardo Toledano, Vice-President of the WFTU 
representing the WFTU in UNO, vigorously condemned 
the Iranian Government for its actions against Iranian 
trade union leaders. In September the Secretariat of 
the WFTU lodged strong protests with the Iran Govern¬ 
ment and UNO against die death sentence on several 
Iranian trade union leaders passed by the Iranian 
Government. 

The British and American imperialists placed at the 
head of the Iranian Government their faithful agent, 
Sayed, at the end of 1948. Their aims were as follows: 

1. A revival of a dictatorial regime similar to that of 
Beza Shah for the purposes of suppressing the trade 
unions and the progressive parties. 

2. The transformation of Iran into a military base for 
use against the Soviet Union and the People’s Demo¬ 
cracies. 

3. The transformation of Iran into a colony of Anglo- 
American imperialism, and the Iranian army into a 
component of the American army. 

4. Renewal of the British oil concession and of the acti¬ 
vities of the British Imperial Bank in Iran. 

5. Adoption of the so-called 7-year Plan for the econo¬ 
mic development of Iran which envisages a loan of 
250 to 300 million dollars front the United States. 

6. The establishment of a Senate, in addition to the 
Majlis, in defiance of the protest of the people. 



7. Steps to keep out progressive leaders and represen- 
tatives of the working people from the Sixteenth 
Majlis. 

8. To weaken the resistance of the workers, strengthen 
the government unions and subordinate them to the 
AF of L. 

In view of the situation that has developed in Iran, 
the trade unions and the democratic organisations have 
been driven underground. But they are energetically- 
fighting for their rights and against the dictatorial regime. 
The fact that thousands attended the demonstration last 
February at the grave of Dr. Erani is indicative of the 
strength of the labour movement. Workers still go on 
strike against the reactionaries despite the fact that the 
trade unions have been driven underground. A demon¬ 
stration of 15,000 people was organised about a month 
ago in Teheran in protest against the fictitious'elections 
to the Sixteenth Majlis. 

Considerable damage has been caused to the Iranian 
trade union movement by the treacherous policy of the 
leaders of the CIO, AF of L and TUC which are in the 
service of their imperialist governments. They help 
their governments to strangle the peoples of the East. 
They support the predatory plans of their government. 
All this has brought about a sharp deterioration in the 
conditions of the Iranian workers and a further, increase 
in unemployment in our country. 

The CCATUI condemns the splitting activities of 
the CIO and TUC leaders. It makes the following pro¬ 
posals to the Trade Union Conference of Asian and 
Australasian Countries: 

1. The CCATUI appeals to the WFTU and to all 
democratic trade unions of the world to achieve through 
every possible channel, through the United Nations and 
other organisations, a general amnesty for political pri¬ 
soners and a reversal of the death sentences passed by 
court martial upon 13 persons. The CCATUI also 
demands the release of'all the leaders of the trade unions 
in jail and an end to arrests of other trade union leaders. 
Among the trade union leaders in jail are Comrade 
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Bograti, Dr, Djodat and Ahmed Ghasemi, members of 
the Secretariat of the CCATUL 

2. To compel the Iranian Government to recognise 
trade union and democratic rights in Iran and to relin¬ 
quish the policy of forcible recruitment of the working 
people into the government trade unions, the UWSI. 

3. To organise concrete assistance to the Iranian 
trade unions and also to the fraternal trade unions of 
India and the Arab countries. If possible, to organise 
an office for aid and guidance to the trade unions of the 
Near East and India, 

4. To devote greater attention in the WFTU press 
and in the press of the fraternal trade unions to the trade 
union and labour movment in the countries of the Near 
East. 



RESOLUTIONS ON THE REPORTS OF 
NATIONAL CENTRES 


1) The Trade Union Conference of Asian and 
Australasian Countries has heard the reports presented 
by the delegates of the national centres in the following 
countries: Burma, Ceylon, China, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Malaya, Mongolia, North Korea, the Philippines, Siam, 
South Korea, USSR, Viet Nam. 

2) The conference notes that the postwar period 
has been marked in the colonial and semi-colonial coun¬ 
tries of Asia and Australasia by a powerful growth of the 
national liberation struggle, by the development of the 
democratic trade union movement, by the growth and 
consolidation of the forces of peace and democracy 
opposed to the forces of the imperialist aggressors who 
are conducting a violent offensive against the vital rights, 
democratic liberties and national independence of the 
peoples. 

3) The conference warmly greets the historic 
victory of the Chinese people, who have won their free¬ 
dom and independence through bitter struggle against 
domestic and foreign enemies and have established the 
People’s Republic. 

The working people of China and North Korea have 
thrown off the yoke of imperialist oppression. Far-reach¬ 
ing economic and social changes are being affected in 
these countries. The creation and’consolidation of a 
democratic regime is ensuring a steady development of 
the national economy, the improvement of the working 
people’s living standard, the introduction of progressive 
labour legislation and social insurance. Discrimination 
based on race, colour, religion and sex has been banished 
forever. 

4) The historic experience of Socialist construction 
in the national Republics of the Soviet Union, the 
remarkable success of the national liberation struggle 
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and democratic construction in China, North Korea and 
in the Mongolian People’s Republic show to the working 
people of the Asian countries the way towards the 
achievement of genuine national independence and to 
the realisation of fundamental democratic reforms in the 
interest of the widest sections of the working people. 

5) The peoples of South Korea, Burma, Malaya, 
Viet Nam, Indonesia and the Philippines are carrying 
on a heroic struggle against the rapacious American, 
British, French and Dutch imperialists and against 
domestic reaction, who are striving to destroy the demo¬ 
cratic gains of these peoples or to restore and maintain 
the colonial regime. 

Not only did the Governments of imperialist powers 
fail to keep their promises of granting national inde¬ 
pendence to the oppressed Asian peoples, but they went 
further and slaughtered these peoples, against whom 
they have launched predatory colonial wars. 

6) In all the countries of Asia dominated by the 
imperialists the position of the working class is dete¬ 
riorating every day; unemployment is spreading, wages 
are being cut, trade union rights are denied, anti-labour 
laws are enacted, discrimination is widely practised, the 
working people are a prey to inhuman exploitation, and 
are held in a state of utter destitution and slavery. The 
recent monetary manipulations, by strengthening the 
financial power of the American monopolists, mean at 
further deterioration in the purchasing power of the 
working people of the oppressed Asian countries who 
through this, are the victims of indirect robbery. 

7) The most reactionary sections of the bourgeoisie 
and feudal elements in the oppressed countries of Asia 
are betray ing the national interests and currying favour 
with the imperialists, are fighting against the democratic 
forces. American imperialism is supporting reaction 
wherever it appears in the countries of Asia, in order 
to transform these countries into American colonies or 
territories under American dependence. 

Fearful of the growth of the democratic movement, 
reactionary ruling circles are endeavouring, with the aid 
of foreign imperialists, to crush by blood and terror the 
struggle of the oppressed peoples of Asia against colomaL 
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slavery. The democratic organisations, and particularly 
the trade unions, are being brutally persecuted. Their 
leaders and active members are imprisoned or thrown 
into concentration camps without trial or indictment, 
and in certain cases are tortured or even murdered in 
cold blood. 

8) By their treacherous splitting activities in the 
world trade union movement, and in the trade union 
movements in the Asian countries, the reactionary 
leaders of the American Federation of Labour, the Ame¬ 
rican Congress of Industrial Organisations and the Bri¬ 
tish Trades Union Congress are assisting in the realisation 
of the imperialist plans aimed at intensifying the plunder 
of the working people and the suppression of all demo¬ 
cratic rights and liberties. 

On the prompting of the employers and of their 
governments, these same leaders, actuated by racist 
concepts, are provoking the creation of so-called trade 
unions in order to dominate them and to further the 
policy of the imperialists. The attempt to create a 
so-called Asiatic Federation of Labour to fight the demo¬ 
cratic trade union movement and the WFTU activities 
in Asia, reveals the police methods used by the colonial¬ 
ists to prevent the workers from defending their vital 
interests and from achieving their liberation. 

9) But neither brutal repression, nor the subver¬ 
sive activities of the traitors to the working class, can 
arrest the steady growth of the progressive forces. The 
struggle conducted by the working class and by all the* 
working people for national independence, for democratic 
rights and liberties, the struggle in defence of their vital 
interests, continues to grow in scale and scope. 

The working class is not isolated in this fight. The 
peasant class, exploited by the big landowners, and the 
working class, are bound in their joint action by links 
of mutual aid and active solidarity. Progressive sections of 
the population* particularly among intellectuals, are also 
giving their support to the general action of the working 
masses. Furthermore, the working class in the capitalist 
countries is giving increasing support to the working 
class and the democratic forces in the colonial and semi¬ 
colonial countries. 
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10) On behalf of the millions of workers in Asia, 
the conference makes an energetic protest against the 
predatory colonial wars and expresses its warmest sym¬ 
pathy and solidarity with the peoples of oppressed coun¬ 
tries fighting for their freedom and genuine national 
independence. It voices its deep indignation at the terror 
and persecutions inflicted upon the trade unions and 
other democratic organisations in the oppressed coun¬ 
tries of Asia. It demands of the governments of these 
countries the restoration of trade union liberties and 
the release of the imprisoned fighters of the labour 
movement. 

11) The conference urges the national trade union 
centres and all trade union members: 

In China and North Korea, to exert every effort to 
strengthen the democratic system by mobilising the 
initiative of the working people and of their trade unions 
for the acceleration of the economic development of their 
countries and the improvement of the well-being of their 
peoples. 

In the colonial and semi-colonial countries of Asia, 
to take into account local conditions and national cha-' 
racteristics and use the appropriate methods to achieve 
people’s unity in the fight for genuine national inde¬ 
pendence, for democracy and peace, and against the 
imperialists and their agents. 

For the correct assessment of these methods, valu¬ 
able lessons may be drawn from the experience of the 
Chinese people, who under the leadership of their work¬ 
ing class, have created a united national front, and who, 
with the support of all strata of the population, in the 
first place with the support of the peasantry, have waged 
a great struggle for national liberation finally routing 
the combined forces of domestic reaction and inter¬ 
national imperialism. 

12) The conference' urges the trade unions and all 
the working people of Asia: 

a) to fight for the implementation of the principles 
laid down in the resolution of the Milan Congress on 
colonial and semi-colonial countries, namely: 

to put an end to the system of colonies, protec- 
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torates and dependent territories as spheres of eco¬ 
nomic exploitation; 

to develop trade union organisations in these 
countries, free of any discrimination based on race, 
colour, nationality or belief, and to establish labour 
legislation guaranteeing protection to the workers 
and an effective participation in the elaboration and 
direction of the economic policy of the country; 

to fight against all social, economic or political 
discrimination based on race, colour, belief or sex 
and for equal pay for equal work, both in private 
industry and in the public services; and to oppose 
any immigration restrictions based on racial discri¬ 
mination; 

to assure to colonial and economically backward 
countries the application of their rights to self-deter¬ 
mination and to win complete national independ¬ 
ence; 

to assure to colonial and economically backward 
countries the necessary help in developing their 
national economy, free from all interference and 
control by international trusts and monopolies and 
foreign powers. 

b) to demand the repeal of anti-labour laws and 
the suppression of forced labour in these countries; 

c) to increase efforts to inform and educate the 
workers for greater efficiency in the working class 
struggle; 

d) to expose the treacherous activities of the 
enemies of the working class who seek to break the unity 
of its ranks and to disarm it in the face of the reaction¬ 
aries’ offensive. 

13) The Trade Union Conference of Asian and 
Australasian Countries urges the workers of these coun¬ 
tries to strengthen the unity of their ranks in the fight for 
the vital interests of the workers and for the defence of 
democratic rights and liberties. 

14) The conference decides to issue a Manifesto to 
the Workers of Asia, urging them to adopt it as a guide 
for future action. 



Appeal to Working Men and Women of U.S., Bri¬ 
tain, France and Holland. 

Q OMRADES, 

We, the delegates to the Trade Union Conference 
convened by the World Federation of Trade Unions in 
November 1949, in Peking, appeal to you in the name 
of the millions of working men and women of Asia and 
Australasia. 

We have heard, with pained emotion, the reports 
presented by the delegates of Viet Nam, Indonesia and 
Malaya on the struggles being carried on by the people 
in these countries against the military forces of the 
colonialists. 

We send you a fraternal appeal for solidarity and 
urge you to support the oppressed peoples fighting for 
their freedom and independence. 

Comrades, 

Your Governments pretend that they respect the 
right of the peoples to self-determination. 

That is a lie. In actual fact, they are carrying out 
a cruel colonial policy in Asia. They have sent armed 
forces to repress the national liberation movements in 
Viet Nam, in Indonesia, and in Malaya. American occu¬ 
pation troops are still in South Korea. Under the pretext 
of sending military advisers American imperialists main¬ 
tain their occupation troops in the country and intervene 
in every way in the internal affairs of the Korean people. 

The armed intervention of imperialist forces is 
accompanied by cruel terror against workers and their 
trade unions. During last year, in Indonesia alone, more 
than 25,000 patriotic fighters and trade union members 
affiliated to the National Trade Union Centre (SOBSI) 
have been killed or imprisoned. Numerous leaders of 
this organisation amongst whom are Harjono, Darusman 
and Oei Gee Hwat, were murdered in December 194R. In 
Malaya the British authorities have banned the Pan- 
Malayan Federation of Labour and executed its leaders 
Veerasenan and Ganapati. In South Korea numerous 



trade union leaders are being imprisoned, tortured and 
executed. With the help of the puppet government of 
Syngham-Rhee the American occupation authorities are 
punishing with monstrous cruelty those who dare express 
their discontent with the conditions of slavery and terror 
existing in South Korea. Lately, in the isle of Chedju 
alone, 295 villages out of 400 were burnt down. In the 
province of South Depla, more than 600 persons were 
shot in the course of a month. 

Comrades, 

A people which oppresses another is not itself a 
tree people. 

We know that you do not support the colonial 
aggressive policy of the imperialists. It leads to the 
shedding of your blood. It is contrary to your interests. 
It entails a constant increase in military expenses lead¬ 
ing either to heavier taxation or to inflation: both these 
measures finally fall on the shoulders of the working 
class. It results in a constant deterioration of your 
standard of living; the credits needed for education, 
reconstruction, housing and public health, are sacrificed 
to the expenses entailed by colonial wars. They benefit 
only those who considerably swell their scandalous 
profits through the inhuman and odious exploitation of 
men, women and even children in the colonial countries, 
or through the supply of war equipment. They also 
benefit the American imperialists who thus pursue their 
expansionist policy and try to transform the countries of 
South-East Asia, against the national interests of these 
countries, into bases of aggression against the Soviet 
Union. 

We appreciate the fraternal solidarity shown by the 
French workers and especially by the Dunkirk, Algiers, 
Marseilles and La Rochelle dockers who refuse to load 
ships bound for Yiet Nam. 

We appreciate the growing resistance of the Dutch 
soliders preferring imprisonment to any participation in 
the bloody terror against the Indonesian people who 
justly aspire to freedom am national independence. 

But the war goes on and threatens to spread. 
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In order to put an end to these reactionary colonial 
wars, you must all join the tide of protest and by your 
action stronger and better organised day-by-day, speed 
the hour when the peoples of Asia will be free. 
Comrades, 

Do not allow yourselves to be deceived by your 
Governments which try to mask their policy of slavery 
and oppression by setting up puppet Governments in an 
attempt to confuse public opinion. Hatta has against 
him the Indonesian people just as Bao Dai has against 
him. the Vietnamese people. These peoples reject the 
agreements concluded with these men and are continuing 
their struggle. 

Comrades, 

The Second Congress of the World Federation cf 
Trade Unions held last July condemned these colonial 
wars and stigmatised the mobilisation of certain colonial 
peoples against others. 

We now expect from you immediate and unanimous 
intervention against these unjust wars unleashed by the 
imperialists in the countries of Asia. 

We send you a warm and pressing appeal asking 
you to organise mass demonstrations of protest against 
the predatory colonial wars in the Asian countries, 
which are danger points from whence the fire may 
spread and which threaten world peace. 

We urge you resolutely to demand from the Gov¬ 
ernments of your countries the immediate withdrawal 
of their troops from Viet Nam, Indonesia, Malaya, and 
South Korea. 

Only a powerful and organised drive of the working ^ 
class can hold reaction in check and compel the Govern-' 
ments of your countries to cease their armed interven¬ 
tions in the countries of Asia, and to recognise the demo¬ 
cratic rights and liberties of the peoples of these 
countries. 

We express the hope that you will respond to our 
appeal, to the appeal of millions of working people of 
Asia who are yearning for peace, freedom and justice. 

Long live the freedom and genuine independence 
of the peoples of Indonesia, Viet Nam, Malaya and South 
Korea. 
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Long live international working class solidarity in 
•the struggle for freedom and independence of the 
peoples! 

RESOLUTION ON THE LIAISON BUREAU 

In implementation of the resolution on the creation 
of WFTU Liaison Bureaux (Item V of the Agenda of the 
WFTU Executive Bureau in Peking, November 1349), 
and taking into account the resolution adopted by the 
Trade Union Conference of Asian and Australasian 
Countries (Peking, November 1949) the Executive 
Bureau of the WFTU decides: 

1) To set up a Liaison Bureau for Asia the head¬ 
quarters of which, in conformity with an Agreement 
arrived at with the All-China Federation of Labour will 
be in China and temporarily in Peking; 

2) To fix the number of the members of the Liaison 
Bureau for Asia at four, as follows: 

— 1 representative of the All-China Federation of 

Labour 

— 1 representative of the All-India Trade Union 

Congress, 

— 1 representative of the Soviet Trade Unions, 

— 1 representative of the Australian Trade Unions, 

the latter to be nominated in agreement with 
the Trade Unions Internationals (Trade 
Departments of the W.F.T.U.) 

The designation of these members shall be approved 
by the Executive Bureau. 

3) The main responsible representative in the Liai¬ 
son Bureau will be the member designated by the All- 
China Federation of Labour. 

4) This decision will come into force on January 
1st, 1950. 

5) The Secretariat of the WFTU is mandated to 
take all administrative and financial steps necessary for 
the implementation of this decision. It will present to 
the next meeting of the Executive Bureau a report on 
its activity in this connection. 



CLOSING SPEECH by LOUIS SAILLANT 


T HE work of the Trade Union Conference of the 
1 Asian and Australasian Countries is now coming to 
an end. I have been entrusted by the WFTU Executive 
Bureau with the task of drawing a first conclusion from 
the work ‘ accomplished by this conference, before we 
declare it closed. 

Whether in plenary sittings, in the meetings of the 
Resolutions Committee, or in those of the Drafting Com¬ 
mittee, this Conference has been at work from Novem¬ 
ber 16 to December 1st. Considerable work has been 
done during that period of more than two weeks. And 
if it be asked whether the conference has played the 
part that had been assigned to it, we can answer in the 
affirmative. How did it play its role? Here is a sum¬ 
mary of what has been achieved by this confere nce. 

a) After surveying the past activity of the WFTU 
concerning the countries of Asia and the Far East, this 
activity of our world trade union organisation met with 
its full approval. 

b) Each one of the reports presented by the dele¬ 
gations from the national centres constitutes a well 
documented contribution on the political, economic and 
social situation of the working class in each one of these 
Asian countries. These reports bring at the same time 
a serious analysis of past and current experiences of 
our trade union movement and of the working class 
generally, in each country of Asia. They enabled us to 
check closely on the facts and assess the real strength 
of the working class movement in these countries. 
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c) Having clearly stated the indissoluble nature of 
the ties which bind them to the WFTU, your trade unions 
approved the proposal made by the WFTU Executive 
Bureau to create a Liaison Bureau in Asia. This Bureau 
has already been formed. Its inner organisation and 
work are to start immediately. 

d) The perspectives of action for our trade union 
movement have been drawn here with the general out¬ 
line of the tasks laid before each one of the trade union 
organisations. To this end, you have adopted unani¬ 
mously: 

An appeal to the workers of the capitalist countries: 
USA, Great Britain, France and Holland. 

A Resolution which, on the basis of the reports from 
each delegation, draws the general outline of our 
programme. 

A Manifesto to the workers and to all working men 
and women in the countries of Asia, which is the 
document shaping the working class and trade 
union policy, indicating perspectives lor action in 
the countries of Asia. 

These four main tasks which I have just enumerated 
have been fulfilled by the Trade Union Conference of 
the Asian Countries while bearing in mind its own duty: 
that of interpreting the will of millions of working men 
and women in the name of whom it was speaking. 

Never in the history of our international working 
class movement had such a conference taken place. It 
marks the evolution of our forces, but also the stage of 
political maturity which has now been reached by our 
working class movement in the countries of Asia. Trade 
union activity is by no means beginning there; but it 
could not be said that there exist in all these countries 
a long experience and trade unionist traditions. Conse¬ 
quently, we can affirm that this conference is the starting 
point for a new period, during which a collective action, 
varied but coordinated, of the whole working class move¬ 
ment in the trade union field will make itself clearly felt. 
Here is, undoubtedly, one of the first practical and con¬ 
crete consequences of the conference. 

What are, then, the lessons that we can immediately 
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draw from the work and decisions of this conference? 
The Executive Bureau of the Committee of the WFTtX 
will extract, in a wider field, the valuable teachings winch 
stem from the work achieved by the Peking Conference. 
They will find a very great profit in the study of every¬ 
thing that was said and done here. But, even now, I 
believe I am already able to point out the essential 
and most outstanding lessons. 

1) The WFTU with the whole of the trade union 
organisations throughout the world, must not under¬ 
estimate the historical importance of the victories won 
by the Chinese people over their domestic and foreign 
oppressors. We must make a correct assessment of the 
essential role played by the working class in the creation 
of the People's Republic of China. We all know—and 
the enemies of the working class and of its unity know 
it as well as we do—the decisive role, since it was that 
of leadership, played by the Communist Party of China 
in these great triumphs. From the strictly trade unionist 
point of view, the significance of these victories is marked 
by the considerable development of the All-China Fede¬ 
ration of Labour. The workers of the world must be 
aware of this fact. 

2) This conference enabled us to realise that the 
trade union movement in the countries of Asia is going 
to develop differently in certain countries as compared 
to others: 

In China, in Mongolia, in North Korea, the trade 
unions are going to continue their march upwards in the 
development of their economic and social responsibilities, 
within a State, the leadership of which is now in the 
hands of the working class, through the establishment 
of the People's Democracies. 

In Viet Nam, in South Korea, in Indonesia, in Siam, 
in the Philippines, in Malaya, the trade unions have the 
possibility of developing their influence among the wor¬ 
kers and the whole population, in the intensification of 
the struggle for their national liberation, against colo¬ 
nialism and imperialism. 

In India, in Burma, in Ceylon, in Pakistan, in Iran 
and in Japan, the democratic trade unions may well 
have to face a worse situation even than now; their 
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leaders and active members may have to suffer from an 
intensification of the terrorist measures taken against 
them. They should find in the very development of 
their fight for the workers 5 claims, efficient means 
enabling them to maintain their links with the working 
masses. 

3) This conference has made it clear beyond doubt 
that it is absolutely necessary for the international labour 
movement to realise clearly and fully that it must fight 
against imperialism and colonialism as well as against 
the reactionary section of the national bourgeoisie which, 
in the countries of Asia, has bound its fate with impe¬ 
rialism. 

This conference has stressed the state of utter 
poverty, the working conditions amounting to slavery, 
the wretched destitution in which the working men and 
women in the oppressed countries of Asia have to live. 
This strikingly dramatic picture of inhuman social con¬ 
ditions maintained by imperialism constitutes one of the 
most unshakable indictments against the ruthless beha¬ 
viour of the capitalists greedily seeking profits. This 
conference has demonstrated that reformist trade union 
methods are utterly incapable of freeing the oppressed 
working class and toiling masses in Asia from their state 
of slavery and dependence. Trade union activity is 
most closely linked with the struggle for national inde¬ 
pendence and liberation. Reformist trade union activity, 
narrow and restricted as it is, can in no way meet the 
requirements of the existing situation in the countries 
of Asia. Reforms and compromise may be useful in 
certain circumstances, but such reforms can only be the 
accessory product of the working class struggle for 
radical transformation. 

These radical transformatioris of the workers’ social 
condition in the countries of Asia will indeed be achieved, 
thanks to the triumph of the struggle for national libe¬ 
ration and independence. The possibility of carrying 
out these social transformations can only be created 
when imperialism has been evicted, its forces destroyed, 
its methods and ways eliminated/from the Asian terri¬ 
tories where it is still ruling. 

The national reactionaries and the colonialists beli- 
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eved that by outlawing trade union organisations in a few 
countries of Asia, they could stop the united action of 
the working class. They were wrong. This action will 
not be stopped. They have banned and made illegal 
trade union and other democratic organisations. By 
doing so, they made it inevitable that the working class 
should resort to illegal activities, which are necessarily 
led by the vanguard of the working class closely linked 
with the toiling masses. 

This conference has shown that while the working 
class has enemies: the feudal elements, the most reac¬ 
tionary section of the bourgeoisie,those who benefit from 
the near-fascist regimes supported and financed by Ame¬ 
rican, British, French and Dutch imperialists, this same 
working class has also its allies. They are the peasants* 
intellectuals and other progressive sections of the popu¬ 
lation. Thus, the working class and its trade unions are 
not isolated. And we must never allow the attempts at 
isolating the working class to succeed. 

Our working class movement and its trade unions 
must be up to their immense tasks. Certain aspects of 
these tasks actually turn them into heroic struggles. 

In the oppressed countries, the workers must be 
fully conscious of what a genuine trade union move¬ 
ment can mean for them: the presence of the imperialists 
is incompatible with the existence of a really free national 
trade union movement, since, nationally speaking, the 
country is not free. The trade union organisations of 
the oppressed countries can only be truly democratic 
from the moment when they are loyal to proletarian 
internationalism, and are effectively affiliated to the 
World Federation of Trade Unions. 

By attempting to create a so-called Asiatic Federa¬ 
tion of Labour, the splitmongering leaders of the British 
TUC, the American CIO and AF of L aim to disrupt the 
working class movement in Asia. Through this so-called 
Federation, they plan to intervene in the internal life 
of the trade unions in order to dominate them, just as 
imperialism is dominating the countries in which it 
settles. These attempts to create a new International 
Trade Union Federation, which the American and 
British divisionist leaders are currently carrying out in 
London, clearly demonstrate that these leaders are in 
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actual fact the main social prop of their respective 
national bourgeoisie and of imperialism throughout the 
world. 

The metropolitan chauvinism of these splitmongers is 
but another expression of imperialism at the social level, 
which is the field of activity of the American and British 
splitters of the working class movement. They could 
hardly offer better evidence of their ideological corrup¬ 
tion. 

4) This conference will have taught us once more 
that there exists a community of interests among the 
working class of all countries. There is an obvious 
community of interests between the working class of 
the economically developed countries—such as the USA, 
Great Britain, France and Holland—whose governments 
are leading an imperialist offensive in Asia, on the one 
hand; and on the other hand, the working class of the 
colonial and semi-colonial countries of Asia that plays 
a leading role in every national liberation movement. 
Between the wofking class of the imperialist countries 
and that of the oppressed countries, there is a common 
front of struggle. * And this is why any passing success 
obtained by imperialism inevitably carries with it an 
increase of the reactionary policy in the corresponding 
metropolitan countries; in the same way that a victory, 
however partial, of the working class in a given metro¬ 
politan country always entails .a weakening of the 
colonists. 

The final victory over imperialism shall be won 
through the existence of the common front formed by 
the working class of all countries. The Trade Union 
Conference of the Countries of Asia and Australasia has 
asserted the need for this common front. Its work has 
contributed to strengthen it. It is going to make it still 
more efficient in the future. 

Such are, dear Comrades, the four great and out¬ 
standing lessons brought by this conference. They have 
considerably enriched the experience of our international 
trade union movement, and have contributed to a large 
extent to the consolidation of the WFTU. 

We can now leave Peking and China with the feeling 
that we have served the cause of peace amongst the 
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peoples, the cause of Socialism and the cause of the 
working class, which is fulfilling its mission in the history 
of mankind. 

Other struggles are still looming ahead for us all. 
But we are marching forward, full of confidence, towards 
the victory of the oppressed peoples over their oppres¬ 
sors. The Peking International Trade Union Confe¬ 
rence has further increased our confidence. 

Long live the Trade Union Conference of the Coun¬ 
tries of Asia and Australasia! 

Long live the peopled struggle for their national 
liberation!. 

Down with imperialism! 

Long live the unity and the joint action of the wor¬ 
king class of all lands! 

Down with the splitters! 

Long live the WFTU, powerful weapon for liberation 
and social emancipation, in the hands of the international 
working class! 




THE LESSONS OF THE CHINESE REVOLUTION 


The following booklets deal with different aspects of 
the Chinese Revolution in its various phases. 

CHINA’S NEW DEMOCRACY 
by Mao Tse-tung 
Price: Annas Six 

The historic victory of the Chinese revolution has brought to the 
lore all the important questions such as the nature of the revo¬ 
lution, the strategy and tactics to be followed by the working 
class and its Party in the colonial and semi-colonial countries. 
With a correct application of Marxism-Leninism to the semi¬ 
colonial conditions of China, Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the brilliant 
leader of the Chinese people analyses all these questions in their 
international perspective. This is an indispensable guide to us in 
our struggle for national liberation. 

CHINA’S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
by G. Astafyev 
Price: Annas Eight 

A most detailed and factual analysis of the economic problems 
of China from the Marxist angle. An idea of the economic 
problems a semi-colonial country has to solve in its transition to 
Socialism. 

LESSONS OF CHINA’S STUDENT MOVEMENT 
Price: Annas Four 

Chinese students have played a very vital role in the success of 
the Chinese revolution. This booklet documenting the experiences 
of the Chinese students is a valuable asset to the students of 
India. 

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS 

CHINA: FROM A SEMI-COLONY TO A 
PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY 
by G. Astafyev 
Price: Annas Ten (approx.) 

CHINESE REVOLUTION AND THE 
CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY 

by Mao Tse-tung 

PEOPLE’S PUBLISHING HOUSE, LTD, 

190-B, Khetwadi Main Road, Bombay 4. 






















0<HKKKH>J><HWOft<H>0-OOCH>OaO-0-OOOOOOi: OOdflOrtO^KKKKWt 

PEOPLE'S CHINA | 

Published i*rom Peking, the Capital of the great Pen- g 
pie’s Democratic Republic of China, this fortnightly 3 
magazine brings to us in India as well as to other § 
peoples the rich experience of the Chinese people in the S 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal national liberation strug- 5 
gle. It brings to us the message of inspiration, self- g 
confidence and the support of the Chinese people. 8 
In its own words: g 

“We believe that this journal can make a use- § 
ful contribution to the struggles of our fellow 6 
Asians, who are still fighting for their national 3 
liberation by casting off the chains of feudalism 5 
and imperialism as we have done”. g 

Subscription Hales: 3 

Annual: Rs. 13 Half-yearly: Rs 7 | 

Single Copy: Annas Nine 8 


WORLD TRADE UNION MOVEMENT 

Published from Paris, this magazine is a monthly in¬ 
formation and documentary review of the activities of 
the World Federation of Trade Unions. This magazine 
puts before the working class of all the countries the 
experiences of the proletariat of different countries in 
their fight to build the solid rock-like unity of the 
working class against the machinations of the Anglo- 
American imperialists and their agents. It puts before 
us the dubious methods used by the imperialists to 
split the ranks of the working class, especially through 
the medium of the Right-wing Socialist leaders. These 
daily experiences of the world working class are the 
surest weapons in the hands of the Indian working 
class to builcl a united trade union movement.. 


Subscription Uni os: 


Annual Rs. 3 


Single Copy: As. 4 
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